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the world passed through a curious 
anniversary. On 22nd October, it was 
exactly 6,000 years old, according to the 
computations of James Ussher, Anglican 
Archbishop of Armagh who, in 1650, wrote 
in his Annals of the Old Testament: “In the 
beginning God created the Heavens and 
Earth, which beginning of time was in that 
night preceding the XXIII day of October, 
in the year 4004 before the first of our Era, 
commonly called Christian." This precise 
date for the Creation, deduced by Ussher 
from a study of Greek and Hebrew sources, 
stood until mid-Victorian times, when it 
became increasingly incompatible with the 
discoveries by paleontologists, geologists, 
astronomers and historians. 
Browsing through our new grand index, 


D^: the course of editing this issue, 


conventional broadcasts; but this might 
itself have been a hoax. The identity of 
‘Asteron’ remains a myster to this day. 
Once again we seem to have anticipated 
a topic of current interest to the media. 
This issue's feature, by Rogier van Bakel 
on the work of Professor Robert Jahn at 
Princeton University, was planned months 
ago, but as we go to the printer the 
Daily Telegraph publishes a report by its 
science correspondent Robert Matthews. 
Jahn and his colleagues at the Princeton 
Engineering Anomalies Research labora- 
tories claim to have proven that the mind 
can exert a force that can influence chance, 
The accumulation of evidence is beginning 
to sway some hardline critics of psi 
research. Prof Stephen Donnelly a 
physicist at Salford University and deputy 
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announcements insisting that it had been a 
hoax and that the Earth was not being 
invaded. The Sunday Times later claimed 
to have tracked down a student group 
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HALE AND HEARTY: Doctors in 
Esztergom, Hungary, who treated a 
teenager stabbed in a fight, thought 
he would die because the knife had 
apparently penetrated his heart. 
However, the 18-year-old, identified 
only as VJ, had his heart on the right- 
hand side. "He was born under a 
lucky star" said a doctor as the 
youth recovered in hospital. [AFP] 
2 Oct 1997. 


JUMBO FIRE: More than 20 firefight- 
ers were called to Howlett's Wild Animal 
Park, Canterbury, after a pile of elephant 
dung caught fire. The blaze 
took hold when straw also caught light 
in the enclosure. A spokeswoman for 
Kent Fire Brigade said the cause of the 
fire was unknown. Strange But True 
(Teletext), 5 Oct 1997. 


BLOOMIN’ 'ECK: According to the 
Korean Central News Agency (KCNA), two 
fruit trees have bloomed out of season 
because "the whole of [North] Korea is 
replete with great joy and pleasure" at 
the formal taking of power by Kim Jong-il. 
A cherry tree in a party secretary's house 
in North Pyongyan province “has put out 
32 flowers”; and a pear tree in Sinuiju 
on the Chinese border “has put out 55 
flowers”. [AP] 29 Sept 1997. 


PURCE: The Taliban fundamentalists 
in Afghanistan planned to search Afghan 
homes for family photographs, paintings, 
toy animals and crucifixes in a purge on 
un-Islamic images of "living things 
except trees and plants," its official radio 
said. D.Telegraph, Times, 7 Oct 1997. 
[see also page 46]. 


HOLEY FATHER: The Vatican's 
Congregation for the Causes of Saints 
has approved the beatification of Padre 
Pio, the celebrated Italian Capuchin 
friar who bore the stigmata. This is 
expected to happen on or by 28 
September 1998, the 30th anniversary of 
his death. The church maintains that 
there have been hundreds of miraculous 
healings after the invocation of his aid. 
D.Telegraph, 23 Oct 1997. 


FUTURE DI-VULCED: Tunisian 
astrologer Hassen Charni is said to have 
forecast Princess Diana’s death in a 
newspaper on New Year's Eve. His new 
forecasts include the death of a Pope in 
August 1998 (just after he reveals the 
Third Secret of Fatima) and the outbreak 
of nuclear war on 17 July 1999. 
Independent, 10 Sept 1997. 


DRUC DO WORK: A buffalo with 
two heads, two tails and seven feet was 
born in the northern Egyptian province of 
Daqahliya. Abdelghani Ibrahim, a vet who 
assisted in the birth, said the mother 
must have grazed on grass heavily 
treated with insecticides or been given 
drugs. [AFP] 14 Oct 1997. 
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THIS JUST IN 


THIRD SECRET OF FATIMA 
The Vatican has taken the 
unprecedented step of 
revealing part of the famous 
“Third Secret of Fatima” to 
calm the fears of rural Italians 
that the series of earthquakes 
in Umbria last October which 
destroyed famous churches 

at Assisi and Spoleto was 

not a portent of further pre- 
millennial doom as prophesied 
by Nostradamus and the 
Blessed Virgin Mary (BVM). 
Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, 
head of the Congregation for 
the Doctrine of the Faith (a 
successor to the Inquisition) 
told the Catholic daily 
L'Awenire on 20 October that 
the third secret — given by an 
apparition of the BVM to a 
shepherdess at Fatima, 
Portugal, in 1917 [see 
FT102:25] — did not refer to a 
terrible cataclysm at the end 
of the world. 

The 'secrets' were written 
down by Lucia dos Santos 
when, in the Forties and as a 
nun, she thought she was 
dying. The first is thought to 
describe WW2 and the second 
the collapse of Communism 
and the return of Russians to 
Christianity. Millions of 
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Catholics believe that the 
third secret was too terrible to 
reveal, especially as it implied 
the failure of the papacy and 
the collapse of world-wide 
morality. Contrary to belief, a 
small number of clerical 
scholars, besides John Paul II 
and Cardinal Ratzinger, have 
read Lucia's manuscript. 

One of them is Mgr Loris 
Francesco Capovilla, once 
secretary to Pope John XXIII, 
who backed up Cardinal 
Ratzinger in a rare interview 
granted to the Italian daily 
La Stampa. Now 82, Mgr 
Capovilla said: "The secret is 
not linked to the end of the 
millennium as people have 
claimed but seems to refer to 
the Spanish Civil War and the 
Holocaust." He said he could 
not reveal its words, but "talk 
of millions of deaths was 
inaccurate. You can exclude 
this." Times, 21 Oct 1997. 


ALIEN LANDINCS 

There might be some truth to 
an alien landing at Area 51 
after all. Charles Sandberg of 
the US Geological Survey told 
the annual meeting of the 
Geological Society of America 
in Salt Lake City that the 


disaster 


SAFETY OFFICER DAVID Spear, 38, of Penarth, Cardiff, 
has not had much luck with emergency vehicles. While 
watching a neighbourhood dispute in his road, he was 
knocked down by a police car racing to the scene. His 
injuries were not serious, but a year later he was walking 
home from the pub when he was mown down by a 22-ton 


fire engine. “I woke up in hospital four weeks later after 
being in a coma,” he said. “| had broken just about every 
bone in my body and the doctors said | wouldn’t walk 
again.” He proved them wrong and three years later was 
walking home from the paper shop one frosty morning 
when he slipped on ice and was knocked unconscious. 
He came round as he was being stretchered into an 
ambulance. On the way to casualty, the ambulance hit a 
patch of black ice and crashed. Mr Spear broke his 


neck and spent six weeks in hospital. 


The safety officer had always been accident-prone. 
He had fallen off ladders, tripped into a swimming 
pool and fallen head first into a cesspit. “| don't have 
to stray far from my front door before something goes 
wrong," he said. “I swung a rubbish bag into the back 
of the local bin lorry but caught my finger in the knot 
so that | couldn't let go. the bag became trapped in 
the crusher and | ended up tearing all the tendons in 
my hand. | then fell flat on my face in the road and 
broke my nose." Western Daily Press, 5 Aug 1997. 


alleged top-secret UFO base 
in Nevada lies within an 
ancient comet impact zone. 
He has found geological 
evidence that a comet, some 
3.7 miles (6km) across, hit 
the area 367 million years 
ago. Sandberg thinks that it 
might turn out to be one of 
the largest craters known — 
possibly 62 miles (100km) 
across — but he can't check it 
out because of the security 
restrictions there. New Scientist, 
1 Nov 1997. 


ROLLRICHT APOLOCY 

In our article on the sale 

of the Rollright Stones in 
FT105:21, we erroneously 
stated that Nick Cavalla and 
Nat leRoux, the Stones' new 
owners, intended to sell them 
to a new management trust at 
the full sale price. This was 
due to an early draft of the 
story being printed in error. In 
fact, Cavalla and leRoux are to 
sell the stones for significantly 
less than their purchase price, 
effectively making a sizeable 
donation to the trust's funds. 
We unreservedly apologise for 
this error. A statement from 
Nat leRoux on the Stones' 
future will appear next month. 


TONCUE UNTIED: Murray Attwell, 
31, a club doorman from Dunster, 
Somerset, lost his lifelong stammer when 
his four-year-old son Connery bopped him 
over the head accidentally with his 
"hockey stick" broom handle. The painful 
blow knocked him flat and made him 
dizzy. As his wife was away, he didn't 
notice that his stammer had gone until 
the next day when he chatted to his 
mother. Sun, 29 Sept 1997. 


CNASHER: An anonymous Harley 
Street dentist, said to be one of Britain's 
most prominent, has spoken to a Russian 
newspaper of his conviction that the 
skulls used by British dental students in 
the 1950s came from the victims of 
Siberian gulags, sold by Stalin for hard 
currency. The "ground down" teeth in the 
skulls showed that they were the teeth "of 
foragers, of people who seemed to be 
desperate gnawers,” he said. Sunday 
Express, 15 Dec 1997. 


FOOD FOR SPIES: Two salesmen 
from an Israeli catering company were 
arrested on their way to a food fair in the 
southern Cypriot town of Paphos. An 
enormous plate of hummus strapped to 
the roof of their car had been mistaken for 
a spying gadget of some kind when the 
area was photographed from satellites. 
The salesmen were released on bail of 
£12,500. Guardian, 16 Oct 1997. 


WRONG SONC: From a report on the 
Blaenavon Male Voice Choir in the Gwent 
Press last year: "There is no doubting the 
choir's popularity. The last time they went 
abroad they managed to bring South 
Carolina airport to a standstill with a 
rendition of The Star Spangled Spanner." 


FTIO6 7 


OLIVIER SAIVE 


= m 


ROAD IN THE HOLE: An overturned 
lorry and the five tons of Yorkshire 
pudding it was carrying caused chaos on 
the M25, the London orbital motorway, at 
7am on 25 September. Ten-mile (16km) 
tailbacks quickly developed, blocking all 
three lanes  anticlockwise near 
Rickmansworth, Hertfordshire. It took 
several hours for the carriageways to be 
cleared. Wolverhampton Express & Star, 
25 Sept 1997. 


MONK RUMBLE: Brother Fernard 
Bremaud, 71, a Trappist monk, was in 
stable condition in a Winnipeg hospital 
after being stabbed several times during 
a fight at his monastery near Holland, 
Manitoba. Brother Eric Metivier, 28, was 
charged with aggravated assault. One 
wonders how the fight arose, as Trappists 
are forbidden to speak. /CP] 10 Sept 
1997. 


AWKWARD AUCTION: The Hong 
Kong government's biggest land sale was 
thrown into confusion on 14 October when 
a penniless woman made a winning bid 
of almost £70 million for a plot. She was 
identified as someone who stood outside 
Legislative Council meetings, shrieking at 
members, and was taken away in an 
ambulance. Times, 15 Oct 1997. 


SUPER BEE: Israeli communal farm 
Kibbutz Yad Mordechai says it has 
produced a strain of bee 15 times larger 
than normal and capable of pollinating 
crops all year round. Middlesbrough Eve. 
Gazette, 22 Sept 1997. 


CIRL BITES DOC: Dagmar Vidovic 
leaped from the second storey window of 
her flat in Zagreb, Croatia, to save her toy 
poodle, Zeni, from attack by a pit bull 
terrier. Fracturing her ankle, she ignored 
the pain and bit the pit bull's throat until 
it let go of Zeni and she could scoop it to 
safety. [R] 29 Sept 1997. 


CULT ICON: Parishioners at 11th- 
century St Peter-at-Gowts, Lincoln, have 
unwittingly been praying to Arimanius, 
god of the dark in the mystery cult of 
Mithras (a form of Zoroastrianism), 
thinking it was the Virgin Mary. The effigy, 
60ft (18m) up the wall of the tower, was 
thought to be Anglo-Saxon, “a woman 
with a funny hair-do,” according to 
archeologist David Stocker, who matched 
the image to other representations of 
Arimanius. D. Telegraph, 14 June 1997. 


SEX ON TOAST: A woman in 
Memphis, Tennessee, sued a small 
pharmacy because she bought a tube of 
contraceptive jelly, spread it on toast and 
ate it. She then had unprotected sex, 
believing she was "safe", and became 
pregnant. She was asking for half a 
million dollars, even though she was 
quoted as saying: "Who has time to sit 
around reading directions these days, 
especially when you're sexually aroused?" 
Victoria (BC) Times-Colonist, 6 Oct 1997. 
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AS LIBRARIES AND archives are a 
subject dear to the hearts of many 
forteans, you can imagine our 
delight at the rumours that two of 
the great missing libraries of history 
may have been located. 

The older — and perhaps the 
more exciting — of the two is the 
Egyptian Hall of Records. British 
Egyptologists Nigel Appleby and 
Adam Child claim to have located 
the Hall in a small, buried pyramid 
near the Great Pyramid on the Giza 
plateau. According to legend, the 
gold-clad granite Hall contains 
documents and artefacts which 
might record many otherwise 
unknown episodes in human history. 

While there have been several 
unsuccessful investigations into the 
Hall's location in the past, Appleby 
and Child are confident that they 
have found the correct site. Their 
method depends on astronomical 
correspondences; they believe that 
when the Belt of Orion is positioned 
directly above three of the plateau's 
pyramids, the Hall will be marked 
out by the position of Sirius — about 
8 miles (13km) north of the Sphinx 
and some 30ft (11m) underground. 

Although it's acknowledged that 
there are passages below the Sphinx 
which have yet to be properly 
explored, Appleby and Child could 
have begun a costly wild-goose 
chase. According to Jeffrey Spencer, 


discovered 


Assistant Keeper of Egyptian 
Antiquities at the British Museum, 
there is no real evidence that the 
Hall even exists; moreover, he 
poured cold water on Appleby and 
Child's claims that it is mentioned 
in the Book of the Dead, and 
informed FT that despite claims 
to the contrary, the Egyptian 
authorities had not granted 
permission for any explorations to 
take place. Nevertheless, Appleby 
and Child apparently plan to take 
an 18-strong team to Giza in the 
near future, to spend a full month 
surveying the area where they 
believe the Hall to lie. 

A less ancient, but perhaps more 
valuable library is being sought in 
Russia. The library of Ivan the Great 
is reported to have been found by 
87-year-old Moscow pensioner 
Apalos Ivanov, who claims to have 
visited a maze of tunnels lying 
below the Kremlin and to have 
tracked down what he thinks is the 
long-lost resting place of possibly 
hundreds of unique manuscripts 
and books. 

The library was lost during the 
reign of Ivan IV — the Terrible — who 
died in 1584. It was assembled by 
his grandfather, Ivan the Great, and 
consists mainly of Hebrew, Latin 
and Egyptian manuscripts which 
came to Russia in the company of 
Sophia Palaologa, Ivan the Great's 


wife and niece of Constantine XI, 
the last Byzantine emperor. It is 
also thought to contain some of the 
earliest books written in Russian. 
Unlike the Hall of Records, this 
library is at least known to have 
existed, since Ivan IV ordered the 
translation of several volumes into 
Russian. However, its history is still 
somewhat murky; according to leg- 
end, it filled three halls, and was so 
valued that Ivan IV hid it in a vault 
to protect it from the fires which 
plagued Moscow. Nobody seems 
entirely sure what happened to it 
after his death. Some scholars 
believe that it was destroyed by fire 
shortly afterwards, while others 
think it might have been removed 
and taken to Sergeyev Posad, 50 
miles (BOkm) away, where lvan 
reigned prior to his death. 
Wherever the library ended up, it 
has been sought for the past 400 
years by vast numbers o scholars 
without success. A major obstacle 
was, inevitably, the security of the 
Kremlin; searches were banned for 
many years after the assassination 
of Sergei Kirov in 1934. In a twist 
which would undoubtedly have 
pleased Borges, Ivanov is popularly 
believed to be close to the truth, as 
he is blind; legend has it that this 
fate will befall anyone who solves 
the mystery of the library. Sunday 
Times, 10 Aug; Times, 17 Sept 1997. 


get shorty 
CUL MOHAMMED, AT 22.5in 
(57cm) the shortest man in the 
world, has died at the age of 40. 
He was a familiar figure in the 
fetid alleys of old Delhi, dodging 
the bullock carts, rickshaws 
and crowds who were for ever 
treading on him. He felt at 
home among the beggars, 
eunuchs and saddhus of this 
largely Muslim quarter of town. 
He was too short to leap across 
the open sewers and gullies 
and was carried across these 
obstacles by whoever was at 
hand. He chain-smoked all his 
life and died in hospital after a 
long struggle: with asthma and 
bronchitis. 

He was born on 15 February 
1957, and his twin brother 
Zahoor died when he was four. 
Gul (meaning flower in Urdu) 
never overcame a lifelong dis- 
like of children, who mocked 
and bullied him, forcing him to 
give up school and begin 
scratching a living selling sweet- 
meats. Children often stole from 
him, but they were too fast to 
catch and too big to reprimand. 
He often talked to the eunuchs 
about his dreams — such as mar- 
rying a tall actress — because 
they never laughed at him. [see 
also FT52:9.] 

The title of shortest man 
passes to Vounis al-Adwan of 
Amman, Jordan, who is 26in 
(66cm) tall. One contender for 
shortest woman in the world is 
Myrna Graham, 43, from St 


Elizabeth in Jamaica, who is 
$ 29in (74cm) tall and has a son 


f 14, who is twice her size. 
Times, Mirror, 3 Oct; Wilmington (DE) 


2 New Journal, 26 July 1997. 


sidelines 


CHESS AFTER DEATH: Former 
world chess champion Victor Korchnoi 
was playing Grandmaster Geza Maroczy 
in July [FT26:45]. Perhaps because Mr 
Maroczy died in 1984 (the match was 
played via a medium), Mr Korchnoi was 
claiming a lead. Guardian, 15 July 1997. 


SPIRIT ADVICE: An academic from 
Ghana surprised a world population 
conference in Beijing by presenting 
research on family planning based partly 
on interviews with the dead. Using sooth- 
sayers, Philip Adongo asked village 
ancestors for advice on the ideal size of a 
family in a tribal area. “If | only heard 
from the living, | wouldn't get a very good 
balance," he explained. [AP] 15 Oct 1997. 


NAME CAME: A Swedish couple who 
were fined £390 and told to find a short- 
er name when they called their son 
Brfxxcexxmnpckccecl 1 1mmnprxvelmnck 
ssqlbb11116 (pronounced Albin) upset 
the authorities again by registering their 
son as "A". Single letter names are 
barred. [AFP] 4 Sept 1997. 


READY OR NOT, HERE! COME: 
A sea and air search for Michael Brown, of 
Huyton, Liverpool, was called off when the 
five-year-old boy, who had been pre- 
sumed missing after playing hide and 
seek, was found asleep under his bed in a 
caravan at Trearddur Bay, Anglesey. 

Two weeks later, another five-year-old 
repeated the performance. Bryce 
McCollister of Toledo, lowa, was found 
asleep under a large pile of clothes 
in the family basement. He had gone 
missing after a game of hide-and-seek, 
and 200 volunteers had combed the 
surrounding fields. D.Telegraph, 8 Aug; 
[AP] 27 Aug 1997. 


DRIVING AMBITION: A blind man 
stole a car in Strasbourg on 26 July and 
sped off to fulfil his life's dream of 
becoming a racing driver. Although he 
had his sighted girlfriend to give him 
instructions, in 30 seconds Vittorio 
Gassman, 23, wrecked three parked cars, 
flattened a fruit stall, injured a dog, 
smashed a shop window and crashed into 
a lamp post. Gassman, who went blind 
after a decade fighting a chronic eye 
disease, was given a four-month sus- 
pended sentence. [R] 31 July 1997. 


SHOCKINC STRIKE: A seven-year- 
old male camel was killed by a bolt of 
lightning as horrified visitors looked on 
during a heavy storm at Knowsley Safari 
Park on Merseyside. Nottingham Eve. 
Post, 29 Aug 1997. 


CURSES! A British tourist who stole a 
lump of stone from the base of the Giza 
Pyramid as a souvenir five years ago 
returned it to the Egyptian authorities 
saying it had brought “bad luck ever 
since”. In a letter to the Egyptian 
Museum in Cairo, the tourist said: “I was 
a fool to take it and | am very sorry." 
[AFP] 15 Sept 1997. 
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ufo sting 


lethal yellow jelly in Hungary 


THREE LUMINOUS YELLOW spheres were seen hovering 
no more than 20ft (6m) off the ground in the small 
Hungarian market town of Dombegyhaz in July 1992 
and released a "live, amoeba-like substance that 
created health problems which persist to this day. A 
series of strange ailments, deformed animal births and 
sudden deaths of healthy people are now being linked. 
There are no nuclear sites or secret army establishments 
in the neighbourhood, and the local people are not 
certain that the 
strange moving jelly 
was an extraterrestrial 
life form — they just 
don't know what to 
think. 

"| have never 
seen anything like the 
three yellow spheres 
linked together 
hovering over the 
electricity pylon,” 
said Mihaly Kotroczo, 
an official of the 
local government's 
industrial depart- 
ment. "Even after 
five years, | have 
absolute recall of the 
bright yet spectral 
light in which our 
part of the town was 
suddenly bathed on 
that July evening. It 
was about 9.30pm 
and my wife and 
| were tidying up, 
getting ready for 
our annual holiday. 
Suddenly the pig 
began to squeal and 
rattle its pen door. ! 
looked around to see 
what was worrying the 
animal and the tops 
of the trees were so 
strongly lit that | 
could see all the 
individual leaves. 
And then | spotted the three yellow spherical objects 
over the pylon. | shouted to my wife and children to 
come and witness what | was seeing, for | knew no one 
would believe me unless they too witnessed it." 

Kotroczo's family saw the hovering spheres and "this 
strange yellow substance on the move" which they sub- 
sequently discovered in the courtyard. “I immediately 
called Dr Lajos Varga, the local vet, to seek his opinion," 
said Mr Kotroczo. "The thing was definitely moving and 
it advanced a couple of centimetres in front of our eyes. 
Dr Varga lifted it up and suddenly this amceba-like 
creature released a pungent, acrid, sulphuric odour. In 


an instant, both Dr Varga's and my arms became 
paralysed. Yet | hadn't even touched the thing. It felt as 
if my arms were crawling with pins and needles." 

The men sent part of the "thing", accompanied by an 
affidavit signed by the mayor of Dombegyhaz, to the 
Animal Health Research Institute at Bekescsaba, the 
regional capital, whence it was sent on to the National 
Animal Health Research Institute in Budapest. Several 
months later, Dr Varga was told that the substance was 
"not unlike a mucus 
tropical fungus". How 
this "fungus" came to 
land in Dombegyhaz, 
and trigger the strange 
illnesses and deaths, 
experts could not say. 

According to the 
records compiled by 
Dr Varga, in the past 
three years alone more 
than 50 incidents of 
mutant animal births 
have been recorded 
around the sighting 
area. On 20 February 
1995, a calf was born 
with an 18 pint (101) 
fluid tumour on its 
head. Inside it, the vet 
found an 8in (20cm) 
long boney growth, 
which turned out to 
be the calf's fifth leg. 
On 7 March 1995, 
the womb of a mare 
that gave birth to a 
dead foal was found 
covered in cauliflower- 
shaped growths. On 
21 June 1997, a sow 
gave birth to 11 pig- 
lets. Only one survived 
briefly and it had a 
cauliflower-like growth 
on its skull. Also, 
the owners of these 
animals were subse- 
quently afflicted by 
virulent cancerous growths and died. Dr Varga made 
biopsies of deformed animals' tumours and sent them 
off to Budapest for analysis. They were, he was told, 
“lymphatic growths”, but bacteriological tests of the 
animals’ spleens, livers and kidneys proved negative. 

Meanwhile, the fear of an invading alien life form 
grips Dombegyhaz. Ufologists pointed out that, in 
another alleged extraterrestrial visitation nearby, a green, 
fluorescent manganese bar had been found. It was said 
to be of extraordinary purity which human technology 
could not have produced. Hungarian public radio, 20 June; 
Scotland on Sunday, 27 July 1997. 
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The Sussex police set up an 
imaginative ruse to net 


into the night skies above 
Eastbourne using four 
colour-filter halogen lamps. 
The trap was sprung as 


the illegal use of scanners. 
*Police need to keep radio 
conversations secret," said 
Inspector Martin Stevens, 


people illegally tuning into 
police radio waves. They put 
out hoax messages about 
| UFO reports and began shin- 
| ing powerful coloured lights 


people turned up in cars to 
try and glimpse the other- 
wordly craft. Two people had 
expensive scanning equip- 
ment confiscated while 
others were warned about 


who led the operation. The 
sting has been used at least 
twice before; for instance in 
Cheshire in 1993 [see 
FT72:14]. London Eve. Standard, 
Brighton Eve. Argus, 12 Sept 1997. 


JONATHAN BALDWIN 


SIMULACRA 
CORNER 


This furtive wood nymph (or is it an extraterrestrial?) 
was caught on camera in February 995 by Richard 
Clews at Hen Bant, a remote part of the Black 

Mountains in Mid-Wales. 


We are always glad to receive pictures of 
spontaneous forms and figures, or 

any curious images. Send them to the editorial post 
box (with a stamped addressed envelope or 
international reply coupon) and well pay a fiver or 
ten dollars for any we use 


the madness of the machine 


MACHINE SPEAK 


A woman who was phoned repeatedly by a public lavatory 
in a park asking her to fill it with cleaning fluid had to 
ask British Telecom to put a stop to the calls. The case 
is one of a growing number of nuisance calls from 
machinery, generated by programming errors. Last year, 
15 per cent of the 663,312 complaints received by 
British Telecom's Nuisance Calls Bureau were caused by 
errors of this type: soft drink vending machines asking 
to be refilled, requests for servicing from traffic lights, 
boilers, hospital fridges and North Sea oil rigs. Those at 
the wrong end of the line are frequently driven up the 
wall as the machines can dial tirelessly, on and on, until 


someone stops them. "The calls are mostly silent 
because they are intended for modems to pick up," said 
a BT spokesman, "but some give a recorded message." 
Guardian, 14 Aug; Computer Weekly, 21 Aug 1997. 


A 43-YEAR-OLD man was coaxed out of his home by 
police in Issaquah, Washington, on 10 July after he 
pulled a gun and shot his personal computer, apparently 
in frustration. “We don't know if it wouldn't boot up or 
what," said Sgt Keith Moon. The computer had four 
bullet holes in the hard drive and one in the monitor. 
One bullet struck a filing cabinet while another made it 
through a wall into an adjoining room. No-one was hurt. 


The man was taken to hospital for a mental examination. 


[AP] 12 July 1997. 


PHANTOM BELL-RINCER 

The inhabitants of Norrtalje in Roslagen, Sweden, 
suspected they might have acquired a ghost. In late 
September, the bells in the town church suddenly 
began tolling in the middle of the night. 
Electricians investigated the phenomenon, but no 
technical fault could be found. When the nocturnal 
disturbances continued, the power was cut off, so 
the bells could only be rung by hand. However, the 
eerie tolling still occurred at 2am and again no 
technical fault could be found despite a very 
thorough examination. 

It was suggested that the disturbances were 
caused by electronic pol- 
lution, perhaps from a 
mobile telephone... but 
why would this only hap- 
pen at night? No expla- 
nation was forthcoming 
at the time of writing. 
Sydsvenskan, 4 Oct 1997. 


KEPT IN 
THE DARK 


A pensioner from 
Sheffield lived without 
electricity for 20 years 
after her supply was 
accidentally cut off. The 
woman, now a widow of 
86, used candles and oil 
lamps from 1977 until 
a friend reported her 
plight to the Yorkshire 
Electricity company. 
She was becoming 
increasingly frail after the death of her husband. 
Neighbours had just assumed she was eccentric. 

“My husband and | came home from shopping 
one day and some electricity board workers were 
digging outside," she told the electricity company. 
"We have not had any electricity since. | remember 
a letter from the electricity people saying | didn't 
use much electricity so we thought we had been 
cut off because we weren't very good customers. 
Over the years we just got used to it and cooked by 
gas. Obviously, we never knew what it was to have 
television, a fridge, or any modern gadgets." 

As the house had been so long without power, it 
needed rewiring, which Yorkshire Electricity did 
without charge. Yorkshire Post, 17 July 1997. 


WEIRD 


FOR 


DAVE 'daev' WALSH coughs 
up another month's worth of 
ectoplasmic horror... 


THE SMOKING CUN 
Covering the more plausible 
conspiracies, with an excellent 
graphical layout and exclusive, 
quirky documents “that can’t be 
found elsewhere on the Web”. 
Culling its material from US 
Freedom of Information requests 
and court files. “The Smoking Gun 
is a Pierre Salinger-free zone.” 
http://www. 
thesmokinggun.com/ 


THE ANNALS OF 
IMPROBABLE 
RESEARCH (AIR). 

Often described as the MAD 
Magazine of science, AIR are 
responsible for the Ig Nobel Prize 
Ceremony, which they describe as 
“a good-natured spoof of science 
and the Nobel Prizes, the ceremony 
honors people whose achievements 
cannot or should not be repro- 
duced.” [for more on the Ig Nobel 
prizes see page 14] 
http://www.improb.com/ 
index.html 


A DIE-HARD ISSUE - 
CIA'S ROLE IN THE 
STUDY OF UFOS, 
1947-90 

In this public CIA document by 
Gerald K Haines, we learn how the 
internal cock-ups were responsible 
for the shroud of conspiracy linking 
UFOs to the US government. Points 
of note include the estimates by CIA 
officials that more than half the US 
UFO sightings from the late 1950s 
through the 1960s were caused by 
U2 spyplanes. Do we believe this? 
http://www.odci.gov/csi/st 
udies/97unclas/ufo.html 


NCUOI RUNC, 
VIETNAMESE FOREST 
PEOPLE, WILDMAN: 
MYTHICAL OR 
MISSINC APE 

The Yeti and Bigfoot get all the 
limelight, so it's about time that the 
Nguoi Rung of Vietnam and the 
Sumatran Orang Pendek received 
some attention. 
http://coombs.anu.edu. 
au/^vern/wildman.html 


DAVE WALSH's humorous 
fortean outbursts come in the 
shape of ‘Blather’ at 
http://www.nua.ie/blather 
Please send all harrassments to 
daev@fringeware.com 
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SPECIAL TOPICS 


SPEAKERS & RESEARCHERS ALREADY CONFIRMED 


FROM THE USA 
MARK CHORVINSKY 


The Grim Reaper 


Search for Thunderbird Photographs 


DOUG SKINNER 


Count St. Cermain 


Mammoth Hunt and other Quests 
How Competent are Conspirators 
Recall of Future Lives 


Scientific Basis for 
Extraterrestrials 


The Templars & The Createst 
Cover Up of All Time? 


Men in Black 


Conspiracy 


Author of the goverment report 
on satanic child abuse. 
Claims of Satanic Abuse 


Dead Celebrity Cults 
Blue Bell Hill Chost 


The Jack the Ripper Conspiracies 


Diana Conspiacies 


EDWARD TRAQUINO 


STORKS ARE A protected species were 38 nests on the church 
in Spain, where their number roof alone. 
has quadrupled to 16,000 in the “The droppings fall on us on during spring and autumn 


past decade. Malpartida de 


Maxima Pedrera no longer gets 
any channels on her TV since 
storks started to camp out on 
her TV aerial. She chases them 
away, but they soon return. 

Why they have invaded 
Malpartida in such force is 
uncertain. Farming has 
decreased in the area, which has 
led to a reduction in the use of 
pesticides dangerous to storks; 
but the main draw might be the 
rubbish dump from the nearby 
provincial capital. Some storks 
are finding the pickings so good 
that they are not bothering to fly 
south to Africa for the winter 
any more. 


SEACULLS IN TORONTO have 
apparently started to shepherd 
birds into skyscrapers and then 
dine off their corpses, in the 
same way that wreckers used to 
]ure ships onto the rocks for 
their cargoes. Lit up buildings 
in North America kill perhaps 
100 million birds a year — 10,000 
in Toronto's financial district 
alone. They are attracted to the 
light and then get trapped in 
the maze of buildings, crashing 
into them or just dropping 

dead from exhaustion. In the 
past, seagulls were content to 
scavenge dead birds, but as the 
competition became fiercer, 
some learned to drive migrating 
birds into collisions, according 
to Michael Measure of Toronto's 
Fatal Light Awareness 
Programme (FLAP), a volunteer 


the way into Mass. They're 


group that rescues dazed birds. 
Most of the deaths occur 


migrations, when many species 


Caceres in the southwest has murder to get out of a dress — fly at night and at low altitude. 
been invaded by the birds — 534 and how they stink!" lamented FLAP is trying to persuade the 


of them at the last count. 


Isabel Lancho. Rev. Roman 


owners of large buildings to 


They build 2ft (60cm), half-ton Robledo, the town priest, said a follow the lead of the CN Tower 


nests — looking like giant soup nest weighing more than in Toronto, which turns off its 
bowls — on rooftops, leave their 660Ibs (300kg) tumbled off spotlights for eight weeks in the 
droppings everywhere and gen- the church clocktower in May, middle of each three-month 
erally aggravate the town's 2,500 narrowly missing him and a migration. Since the tower 


inhabitants. Last summer, there friend as they walked past. 
Rm m RAM SUB B ia m ñ ñ P M ñ ñ f F m n PY Pn 


is that all about 


what in 


IN THE SIX months up to June, Delbridge's 


Florists in Bedford Place, Southampton, had 


1,000 carnation blooms plucked, leaving 
empty stalks. Nothing else was taken. Since 
the enigmatic raids began, the florist, 
Margaret Bagguley, has changed the locks, 
added extra bolts and a super security 


padlock. She sprinkled talcum powder on the 
floor — but no footprints could be traced. She 


tied thread across the entrance — but it was 
never broken. She hid the carnations — but 


started to do so in the mid- 


up before the beak 


1980s, the number of birds 
killed has dropped sharply. 


CIANT SEACULLS IN the 
Peninsula Valdes in southern 
Argentina, swollen beyond their 
normal size by a diet of rubbish 
and fish dumped by local fleets, 
have taken to swooping down 
on whales and pecking pieces 
of their flesh, causing wounds 
up to 3in (7.5em) deep. The 
whales twist around in obvious 
pain and dive to escape. The 
peninsula is a famous spot for 
observing Right whales, which 
swim close to shore to give birth 
to their calves. 


IN THE HILL country of Navarre 
in northern Spain, a group of 
Griffon vultures, Gyps fulvus, 
have dramatically abandoned 
their traditional fare of rotting 
carrion and started hunting 
down sheep, calves and foals. 
Vultures are sluggish on the 
ground and cowardly; but a 
series of pictures by a freelance 
photographer finally convinced 
sceptical government officials 
that the birds had developed a 
method of surrounding sheep 
and using their sharp beaks 
and powerful neck muscles to 
peck them to death. 

In May, the regional govern- 
ment in Navarre agreed to pay 
compensation to farmers who 
had lost livestock to vultures — 
there were 30 recorded 
instances in the preceding year. 
The freak behaviour did not 
appear to be caused by a lack of 
carrion in the area. Scientists 
hoped to determine whether the 
attacks marked a change in the 
behaviour of the species as a 
whole or merely an aberrant 
taste for killing among a rogue 
gang of adolescents. Times, 10 May 
+ 9 Sept; [AP] 29 July 1997; [R] 29 Aug; 
Independent, Edinburgh Eve. News, 4 
Sept; New Scientist, 6 Sept; London Eve. 
Standard, 9 Sept. 


they were always found. 

In January, a few blooms were plucked in 
the night every now and then. The raids 
became more frequent and in the last week of 
May the shop was apparently broken into 
three times. On the last occasion, 165 blooms 
were taken. The police made a through 
inspection and even checked the suspended 
ceiling. "It must be a poltergeist," concluded 
PC Colclough, who headed the investigation. 
Southampton Daily Echo, 2 June 1997. 
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KARL SHUKER 
with the latest 
from planet 
cryptozology 


(INTER)NETTINC THE 
WATER MONSTERS 

One of the joys of cryptozoology on the 
internet is discovering a surprising number 
of cryptids not previously documented by 
more traditional means. Gryttie, for 
instance, is a good example, with its 

own homepage, no less. Depicted as a 
serpentine Ogopogo-lookalike, Gryttie is the 
monster of Lake Gryttjen, located between 
Hudiksvall and Ljusdal in central Sweden. 
Among the identities on offer for it is a 
type of relict sea-cow. 
http://www.algonet.se/^sbr/ 
gryttie/index.html 


NOT TO BE LAUCHED AT? 
THE ALTAMAHA-HA 

Equally intriguing is the so-called 
altamaha-ha. This elusive water beast 
reputedly frequents the Altamaha river at 
Darien, a small fishing town in Georgia, 
USA, and is represented online by 

Ann R Davis's website, containing several 
pages of eyewitness reports. The most 
recent of these, dating from 6 July 1997, 
is a sighting by Jim and Mary Marshall of 
"3 smallish head carried low with three 
definite humps of body undulating in 

an effortless rhythm... grey-brown and 
smooth, 10-12ft [33-40m] in length, 
10-12in [25-30cm] in diameter". 

They were certain that it was not an 
alligator, manatee (sea-cow), or otter. 
http://www.gate.net/ 
~anndavis/altahaha.htm 


CETTINC INA 

MESS OVER MESSIE 

Nor should we overlook the unforgettably- 
named Messie, a reputedly aggressive 
monster inhabiting Lake Murray at Irmo, 
South Carolina. In October 1996, an 
unidentified caller to the radio station 
WNOK FM 104.7 claimed that while fishing 
on Shell Island, he saw a 2ft (60cm)-long 
fin surface in the lake. He threw his 

line out in front of it — and to his great 
surprise, the monster broke his rod in half 
and swam away with it, rolling in the 
water before disappearing. Previous eye- 
witnesses have speculated that Messie 
may be a huge sturgeon, exposed in the 
past as the identity of several sizeable 
North American lake monsters. 
http://www.geocities.com/ 
CapitolHill/II7I/irmoOI9.html 


DEER ME, A 

MIDCET MUNTJAC 

Unbelievably, yet another new species of 
hoofed mammal has been unearthed in the 
latter-day cryptozoological treasure trove 
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don't try this at home 


THE SEVENTH ANNUAL Ig Nobel Prize Ceremony, 
held before 1,200 people at Harvard University, is 
a spoof of the Nobel prizes that honours people 
whose achievements "cannot or should not be 
reproduced". Among the winners this year was 
Bernard Vonnegut (Kurt's brother) from the State 
University of Albany, posthumously awarded the 
meteorology prize for his report on "Chicken 
Plucking as a Measure of Tornado Wind Speed". 
Harold Hillman from the University of Surrey got 
the peace prize for a paper entitled “The Possible 
Pain Experienced During Execution by Different 
Methods" in the journal Perception. The prize for 
medicine was awarded to three American 
researchers who discovered that the music played 
in lifts could stimulate the immune system and 
"thus help to prevent the common cold". The 


THAR SR AUB AA AA 
Eurocity 


ON 16 SEPTEMBER, for the second day 
running, bizarre vibrations forced about 
3,000 people to be evacuated from the 
11-storey Eurocity tower, an office and 
shopping complex in Lille. Scientists and 
building engineers in the northern French 
city ruled out seismic activity or subsidence. 
The mayor of Lille, Pierre Mauroy, ordered 
300 Eurocity office workers to be relocated 
to hotels and closed most of the ground-level 
Eurolille shopping complex, which includes 
supermarkets and a sports shop. 

The building, one of three glass-and-steel 
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developers of Tamagotchi toys got the economics 
prize "for diverting millions of person-hours of work 
into the husbandry of virtual pets". 

Richard Hoagland of New Jersey got the 
astronomy prize for identifying artificial features 
on the Moon and Mars, including the celebrated 
Mars Face. The literature prize went to the mathe- 
maticians responsible for the discovery of secret 
code in the Bible, and a Florida entomologist, 
Mark Hostetler, was applauded for his scholarly 
work That Gunk on Your Car "which identifies the 
insect splats that appear on automobile windows". 
An investigation by Japanese and Czech 
researchers into brainwave patterns of people who 
chew different flavours of gum picked up the prize 
for biology. [For more on the Ig Nobel prizes see 
page 11]. Times, D.Telegraph, 10 Oct 1997. 


AAA A ARPA 


structures at Eurolille in the heart of the city, 
vibrated “for several minutes” early on 15 
September between the third and seventh 
floors. It happened again in the afternoon. 
“The vibrations do not register on scientific 
instruments, but office workers say their desks 
have moved and computer screens have gone 
haywire,” a spokeswoman for the city hall 
said. “it seems that something in the building 
- a lift for example — is emitting a frequency 
which the building itself is picking up and 
amplifying,” she speculated. “It could take 
ages to trace.” No more vibrations have been 
reported, but monitoring continues. Guardian, 
17 Sept 1997. 


HUNT EMERSON 


V&A PICTURE LIBRARY 


SOLO SYNDICATION 


saint of real estate 


buried, the house sold immediately. 
She dug up the statues and has used 
them successfully for the past decade. 
Inevitably, this being America, 
there are St Joseph kits, which sell 
for $6.25 and include a prayer 
card and introduction to the use 
of the St Joseph home-sale 
practice. These were first mar- 
keted in 1994 by Jerry 
Micklewright, a certified 
publie accountant in Cary, 
Illinois. In that year he made 
8,000; last year, he sold 47,000 
and this year he expects to 
shift 75,000. 

Micklewright has his own 
miraculous anecdote. Back in 
1980 or 1981, he had been in the 
same position as Norma Deckley: 
he had bought a new house but 
couldn't offload the old one. He 
then recalled that his father had 
told him years earlier that if he had 
trouble selling a house he should 
say a prayer and bury a St Joseph 
statue. This he did and the 
house went for the asking price 
the very next day. All hail St 

Joseph! Austin American Statesman, 
22 June; Int. Herald Tribune, 25 Aug 
1997. 


RELICIOUS SUPPLY STORES in the USA 
sell more than two million statues of St 
Joseph every year. The statues are 
bought by home-sellers for burial in the 
yard, in the belief that the patron 
saint of the home can expedite a 
speedy sale. 

The belief is a persistent 
one, reinforced by tales such 
as the following: Norma 
Deckley's four-bedroom 
house in Phoenix, Arizona, 
had been on the market for 
four months and no-one 
showed any interest. As she 
had already bought a new house 
and was paying for both, she was 
open to any suggestion. Several 
Catholic friends told her to bury a 
statue of St Joseph upside-down in 
her yard. “I thought it was 
baloney,” she said, “but my hus- 
band buried it on a Thursday and 
we sold the house that weekend." 

Real estate agent Judy Nelson is 
another convert. “I got turned on to 
this several years ago by a client 
whose home we couldn't seem to 
sell,” she said. “So we went and 
bought four St Joseph statues 
and had them blessed by a 
priest." After the statues were 


ALIEN 


CONTINUED 


known as Vietnam. This latest debutante is 
a diminutive deer, referred to locally as the 
sam soi cacoong ('deep-forest deer’) and 
formally as the Truong Son muntjac, after 
the mountains in Vu Quang, northern 
Vietnam, where it was found by a scientific 
team in April 1997. Seemingly the world's 
smallest species of barking deer, it weighs 
in at a mere 35lb (15.9kg) so, with tiny 
horn-like antlers and a black coat. It has 
yet to be seen alive by the team, sponsored 
by the United Nations Environment 
Programme and the World Wide Fund for 
Nature among others, but 18 skulls have 
been collected from local hunters. 

Times, Guardian, 23 Aug 1997. 


BACK FROM 

EXTINCTION IN JAVA? 
Zoologists are celebrating some optimistic 
news lately received from Java. Sightings 
of two officially extinct endemics, the 
Javan tiger and the Javan eagle, have 
been reported by a team of mountaineers 
in East Java’s Bromo Tengger Semeru 
National Park. Encouraged by the 
welcome news, this Indonesian island's 
Ministry of Forestry has pledged a cash 
reward of three million rupiahs (nearly 
£900) to anyone who can substantiate 
these sightings with recent photos of the 
two potential resurrectees. Antara News 
Agency, 1 July 1997. 


MAKING THE 

MOST OF THE MICO 

Known locally as the migo, the monster of 
Lake Dakataua in New Britain, east of 
New Guinea, was initially hailed as a 
major addition to cryptozoology after being 
filmed by a Japanese TV team in 1994. 

At that time, Professor Roy Mackal, who 
accompanied the team as their scientific 
advisor, speculated that it might be a 
surviving species of serpentine whale 
called a zeuglodont. A few months after 
their first visit to the lake, however, the 
team returned, and this time obtained a 
second video, shot at much closer range. 

Having scrutinised this film, Mackal 
now considers that the migo is more 
likely to be of crocodilian origin — three 
times over. He believes the ‘monster’ 
in the video to be not one but three 
separate specimens of the saltwater 
crocodile Crocodylus porosus, filmed in 
the act of mating. The monster's ‘head’ 
is the female crocodile. The hump just 
behind it is apparently the back of the 
tracking male crocodile. And the second, 
rear hump is probably the back of a 
second male. 

If Mackal’s deductions are correct, as 
they seem to be, the new video is highly 
significant, because this species has never 
previously been observed in the mating 
phase, let alone filmed in it. 
http://www.omnimag.com/ 
antimatter/more_antimatter/ 
hump.html 
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e BANNED: the gory films you can't see 

e BODY PARTS: inside Moscow's organ trade 
e BANGED UP: how to survive in prison 

Plus: 10 pages of REALLY Bizarre images 


ONE OF THE first mysteries covered by 
Fortean Times, the sinking of the trawler 
Gaul, might have taken a major step 
towards solution. In FT4:7, we reported 
on the memorial service for the 36 crew 
members of the ship, which vanished 
during a gale in the North Sea on 8 
February 1974. It has now been claimed 
that the wreck of the trawler has been 
found, some 70 miles off the Norwegian 
coast, by a team of divers working for 
Channel 4's Dispatches programme and the 
Norwegian TV channel NVK. The wreck 
lies north-east of Hammerfest in Norway, 
on the eastern edge of the Barents sea and 
close to the border with Russia. 

The official enquiry, convened six 
months after the sinking, concluded that 


wreck could solve 


the ship had overturned in heavy seas 
with the loss of all hands. A subsequent 
Department of Trade enquiry, held in 
private, reached similar conclusions, but 
added that they believed that several 
hatches had been left open. However, many 
of the crew members' families felt that a 
number of questions went unanswered; to 
begin with, no wreckage except a marker 
buoy was ever found (although other small 
pieces turned up several years later), and 
no distress messages were reported. The 
Gaul was a modern ship, designed to work 
under severe conditions in the North Sea, 
and manned by an experienced crew, which 
many felt militated against the claim of a 
simple capsize. 

This naturally provided an environment 


maritime riddle yields treasure 


ON I7 JULY 1755, the Doddington hit a reef 
while rounding the Cape of Good Hope, sinking 
in 20 minutes with the loss of 247 lives. On 
board was a chest containing £3,000 in gold 
coins — weighing just over 6530z (18.5kg) — 
withdrawn from the Bank of England by Robert 
Clive, who was moving it to India to bankroll his 
East India Company. 

While Clive himself sailed on to Bombay in 
the Stretham, oblivious of the loss, 23 survivors 
were shipwrecked on Bird Island, six miles off 

. Port Elizabeth in South Africa. After six months, 
the chief mate and 16 survivors escaped on a 
raft made from wreckage and were rescued off 
the coast of Madagascar by a ship also bound 
for India. 

The wreck of the Doddington lay undiscov- 
ered until 1977, when a South African diving 
team found copper ingots, silver coins and a 
cannon — but no gold. A second search turned 


up more silver and copper in 1996, but only 18 
gold coins, probably nothing to do with Clive. 
Then an unnamed salvager found a smaller, 
faster vessel from the same period nearby. It 
was heavily armed with more than 30 cannons 
and almost certainly a privateer or pirate ship. 
On board were 1,400 gold coins of the exact 
type and date withdrawn by Clive, and weighing 
6200z (17.5kg), only 5 per cent short of Clive's 
consignment. 

So — who recovered Clive's chest from the 
Doddington and when? Was the treasure buried 
on Bird Island by survivors? Who came to claim 
it? And what became of the missing five per 
cent? When it was announced that the 
Portuguese and Brazilian gold coins, worth 
£500,000, were due to be auctioned by Spinks 
in London on 17 November, the South Africans 
claimed half the hoard and the date of the sale 
was postponed. D.Telegraph, 29 Sept, 9 Oct 1997. 


in which other ideas could flourish. In 
1996, a television documentary suggested 
that she had been sunk by a Russian 
submarine, and that three bodies which 
may have come from the ship were washed 
up on the Russian coast soon afterwards. 
Many of the crew's relatives believed that 
they had been captured by the Soviet navy 
and imprisoned for spying. It was widely 
rumoured that the ship had been boarded 
by two mysterious strangers - either 
electronics experts or spies — at its last 
port of call; however, the original enquiry 
identified them as relief crewmen. We 

can only hope that an examination of the 
newly-discovered wreck will shed more 
light on the precise cause of the ship's 
loss. Newcastle Journal, D. Telegraph, 20 Aug 1997. 
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fangs, pussies, monkeys and falls 


IN FEAR OF THE VAMPIRE 


Many villagers in Dau, Pampanga province 


in the Philippines, reported sightings of 
the manananggal, a winged bloodthirsy 
creature, flying over the Talimundok 

Elementary School after dark. The crea- 


ture was also said to have chased nightclub 
staff and barmaids as they went to work on 


the weekend of 24/25 May. Children play- 
ing hide-and-seek in the evenings used to 
be a common sight, but following the 
rumours they were hustled indoors after 
dark. Many adults would not venture out- 
doors after 9pm, and their doors and win- 
dows were hung with cloves of garlic. 
Pampanga province in 
central Luzon is home 
to people originat- 
ing from the Visayas 
Islands whose belief in 
the manananggal — 
along with elves, giants, 
ogres and dragons — 
remains strong. By 
day, the manananggal 
appears as a beauti- 
ful woman; at night, 
the torso detaches and 
the vampire's arms 
grow into batlike wings 
for flight. The vampire 
sucks life from human 
foetuses and feeds on 
the phlegm of sick peo- 
ple. It has a predilec- 
tion for tearing out 
and feasting on the 
livers, lungs, intestines 
and hearts of adults. 
South China Morning Post, 22 
May 1997. For earlier man- 
ananggal reports, see 
FT64:11, 66:65. 


FRYING 

TONICHT 

That famous urban 
legend about the 
absent-minded old lady 
who put her poodle in the 
microwave to dry out 
apparently came to 
gruesome life when a woman’s kitten 
was microwaved by an acquaintance at a 
party. Brendan Blennerhassett, 24, from 
Luton, was jailed for six months for caus- 
ing cruelty to an animal, despite denying 
the offence. According to the prosecution, 


Blennerhassett had placed the 12-week-old 


kitten in the microwave after Vicky Allen, 
whom he had met earlier at a nightclub, 
rebuffed his advances. Allen, 20, had 
brought the kitten, called Jasper, to the 
party so that it would not be left alone at 


home. It took 10 minutes to die after it was 


rescued. 

Meanwhile, Scotland Yard was looking 
for a gang of youths who seized a couple’s 
cat and put it in the microwave after forc- 
ing their way into their home in St John's 
Wood, north London, on 11 August. The 
thieves threatened to cook the cat unless 


18 rrioe 


the couple gave them the combination to 
their safe and later escaped with property 
worth £18,500. i 

By a strange twist of fate, the microwave 
was invented to heat hamsters humanely 
in 1950s laboratories. James Lovelock and 
other scientists developed the technology 
while working on experiments concerned 
with the preservation of living tissue. 
Hamsters which had been subjected to a 
cooling process needed to be revived 
through warmth without burning their 
skins. D. Telegraph, 19 Aug; Independent, Guardian, 
23 Aug 1997. 


CHEEKY MONKEYS 

The northern Indian state of Punjab is 
opening a jail for monkeys in response to a 
rising number of attacks on humans. Wild 
monkeys are captured on the streets and 
kept locked up until they are declared fit 
for release. Some victims have even been 
‘mugged’ for their handbags. Two blocks of 
the Indian government buildings have 
become home to gangs of monkeys which 
attack unwary officials, and the All India 
Institute of Medical Sciences has to keep 
its windows locked for fear of invasion by 
the descendants of escaped lab monkeys. 
Attempts to cull the monkeys have been 
hampered by an export ban and by 
Hindus' association of the animal with the 
god Hanuman. D. Telegraph, 19 Aug 1997. 


CRUESOME RAIN 

Residents of Masaka, a town in Uganda, 
were more than a little disturbed on 15 
April when parts of a human body rained 
down on them. Many were so afraid that 
they fled from the town. A leg dropped on 
a group of children playing at Lubandi, a 
fishing village on Lake Victoria, at about 
5.30pm. The police took the leg away and 
labelled it: “This leg is a sensitive case 
which carried international concern, so do 
not bury it too soon.” 

A blue and white Gulfstream GI plane 
registered as N2-NC had been leased by the 
United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees and was flying 15 journalists and 
some UN staff from Goma in eastern 
Congo. As the plane was taking off, some 
young men ran across the runway. 
One then turned and ran 
back and the two pilots were 
unable to avoid hitting him. 
His body was stuck in the 
right-hand undercarriage, 
damaging the wing. The 
plane staggered on as far as 
Entebbe in Uganda where 
it crash-landed with the 

man's arm and intestines 
still hanging from the 
wing. New African, July/August 

1997. 


ANGEL HAIR 
On 21 September 
1997, a strange fibrous 
substance, similar to pre- 
vious falls referred to as 
*angel hair", fell on 
Watsonville, California, 24 
miles (38km) east of 
Santa Cruz. Strands 
were also found in 
nearby Fulton. Robert 
Franklin, airport operator 
at the Watsonville airport, 
and a woman in Aptos 
called the National 
Weather Service, asking 
what the translucent 
fibrous substance 
could possibly be. 
Franklin said the strands were about 
3ft (90cm) long and faced in all directions. 
“It’s like you took a piece of wet chewing 
gum and stretched it with your fingers. It 
had strands,” he said. “Then it went 
straight up into the sky like a hot-air bal- 
loon." Sgt Craig Wilson of the Santa Cruz 
Sheriff's Department saw a few strands 
near downtown Santa Cruz and identified 
them as seed pods. “T'm looking at it right 
now. I'm not a botanist, but that's what it 
looks like." 

“From a meteorological standpoint, I 
can’t explain it,” said National Weather 
Service forecaster Bob Benjamin. 

San Francisco Chronicle, 22 Sept 1997, via Joe Trainor's 
UFO Roundup. (A similar case took place in Caldwell, 
New Jersey, on 31 Aug 1970. See Jim Brandon's Weird 
America (1978) page 139). 


SCOTSMAN PUBLICATIONS 


Brian Houston, a city councillor for 
Stockbridge, began growing again at 

the age of 50 through acromegaly — a 
condition striking only one person in half 
a million — where a tumour causes the 
pituitary gland to produce too much 
growth hormone. One sufferer was the 
actor Richard Kiel (who played Jaws in 
the Bond film, The Spy Who Loved Me), 
who grew to 7ft 2in (2.18m). Acromegaly 
can cause a sudden expansion in the 
hands, feet and face and create serious 
blood pressure problems. 

"| noticed one of my hands was 
widening," said Mr Houston. "It was 
very noticeable and it kept on growing. | 
remember putting my right hand behind 
my left hand and | could see both sides of 
my right hand clearly." A space had also 
grown between his lower front teeth. The 
non-cancerous tumour was removed at 
Glasgow's Southern General hospital. 
Edinburgh Eve. News, 14 Aug 1997. 


BIG: Doctors spotted Brian Houston's acromegaly 
when they saw that his teeth had grown apart 


STRANCE TUSCAN SNOOZE 
Since April 1997, eight apparently healthy 
residents of the Tuscan village of Camigliano, 
all over 40, have fallen into a prolonged 
comatose sleep for periods of between 15 and 
36 hours. On waking, the victims have no 
memory of what happened or of any dreams, 
and no symptoms of any identifiable illness. 
Camigliano is seven miles (11km) east of 
Lucca, best known for its Renaissance build- 


MEDICAL 
BAC 


ings and its olive oil. Residents suggest the 
area is “bewitched, as in a fairy tale”. 

The centre of the outbreak is a courtyard 
surrounded by cottages, with a beech tree, 
begonias, geraniums and white plastic chairs. 
Residents describe it as “an enchanted 
garden” because all eight victims of the 
lethargy fell asleep after sitting there. Six — 
mostly elderly — live in cottages nearby, while 
the other two use the garden regularly while 
visiting relatives. 

The attacks first came to light in April 
when an 80-year-old woman was taken to hos- 
pital in Lucca in an apparent coma. Doctors 
carried out a range of tests without finding 
anything wrong. She woke up and was sent 
home. 

In July and August the cases multiplied, with 
one woman falling asleep suddenly for pro- 
longed periods ten times in a row. The victims 
included two elderly sisters, a couple in 

their fifties visiting their mother and a woman 
of 51. One woman of 49 fell asleep while 
driving. She crashed into a wall, but escaped 
with minor injuries. When she woke up, she 
was unable to recall a thing. 

Those who have witnessed the affliction 
claim that people suffering from it are often 
able to talk coherently when they otherwise 
seem to be asleep, and in some cases can 
even get up and eat. All woke up “with a 
sense of depression”. They did not drink the 
same wine or milk, or eat the same food; none 
was taking tranquillisers or sleeping pills; and 
there is little or no pollution in the area. 

Doctors have described the outbreak as 
“hypersomnia with transitory global amnesia”, 
but are at a loss to explain it; it should not be 
confused with sleeping sickness, a common 
disease in Africa spread by the tsetse fly. 
Hyposomnia is not a recognised condition 
in British medicine — it might be a local 
synonym for narcolepsy. In an attempt to 
dampen alarm in Camigliano, the Health 
Ministry has set up a unit to monitor the 
illness involving specialists in epidemiology, 
neurology, public hygiene and environmental 
health. They have taken soil samples and 
water from local artesian wells. All eight 
victims drank only bottled mineral water and 


used local water only for cooking and washing. 


D.Telegraph, 23 Sept; Times, 24 Sept 1997. 


DEADLY BUC ON ICE 

Scientists from Canada, America, Norway and 
Britain travelled to Europe’s most northerly 
churchyard in October, hoping to solve a great 
medical mystery of the 20th century. Buried 
in Longyearbyen on the Arctic island of 
Spitzbergen are seven Norwegian men, aged 
between 19 and 28, who died within a few 
days of each other in early October 1918. 
They were among the 12 million who died 
that autumn from the worldwide influenza 
pandemic which might have carried off more 


We prescribe a dose of mystery from 
our cabinet of Hippocratic oddities 


people than the First World War. The deaths 
included 675,000 Americans and 200,000 
Britons and some estimates put the total as 
high as 40 million. More than half the deaths 
were in India. Despite being dubbed 
"Spanish" flu, the strain probably originated 
from pigs in Kansas and was spread by US 
troops mobilised for the war. 

Traces of the virus that caused the disease, 
preserved in the permafrost, might explain 
why it was so deadly. It killed the young and 
fit more readily than the old and infants. 
Their lungs filling with fluid, drowning them. 

Longyearbyen is less than 800 miles 
(1300km) from the North Pole and the per- 
mafrost begins just 3ft (1m) down. Radar 
equipment will be used to determine that the 
bodies are in the permafrost — ideally 6ft 
(2m) down as was normal elsewhere in 
Norway at the time — and if so, the scientists 
will return next year to take samples. To avoid 
unleashing the potent pathogen once again, 
this will be done by technicians in bio-hazard 
suits under an air-tight tent. The samples will 
be taken to the world's most secure biological 
facilities, the Frederick Center in America and 
Porton Down in Britain. 

Virologists are alarmed by the growing 
number of young people who have no immu- 
nity to H2, the flu strain that caused the last 
pandemic in 1968. A survey of 4,000 people 
found that about two-thirds had no immunity 
to H2. Meanwhile, a boy who died in Hong 
Kong in May 1997 was infected with Type A 
flu virus, subtype H5N1, which previously 
only infected birds to cause fowl plague. 
Fortunately, this new virus does not appear 
to have the ability to spread easily. [AP] 

21 Mar; Sunday Times, 21 Sept; D.Telegraph, 
349 Oct 1997. 


BLACK DEATH THREAT 

A new strain of bubonic plague, resistant to 
known cures, is "clinically ominous" because 
its resistance to drugs could easily be trans- 
ferred to other types of plague bacteria in the 
laboratory, according to French scientists in 
the New England Journal of Medicine. 

Doctors from the Pasteur Institute in Paris 
isolated the strain from specimens taken from 
a 16-year-old boy who developed the plague 
in Madagascar two years ago. Although strep- 
tomycin injections eventually worked, he had 
not responded to the standard cocktail of 
antibiotics. Another mix, with sulphonamides 
and tetracycline also had no effect. 

In 1348/49, the Black Death wiped out a 
quarter of Europe's population. The last global 
pandemic of bubonic plague began in Hong 
Kong in 1894, spread mainly by rat flea 
bites. The average annual number of cases 
reported in the 1990s has grown to 2,025 
from 861 in the 1980s. Antibiotics have cut 
the death rate to 10 per cent, with most of 
those infected surviving if the illness is 
caught early on. The dangerous new strain 
might well have been picked up by rats 
from humans who have become multi-drug 
resistant. Times, 5 Sept 1997. 
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HEADLINES FROM NEWSPAPERS 
AROUND THE WORLD 


FLYING BISHOP 
PURSUED 


Guardian, 16 Sept 1996. 


PLASTIC FACTORY  . 
"^ WORKER BURNED 


1 Coventry Eve. Telegraph, 
* 18 Sept 1996. 


ELF CONDOMS 
STOLEN 


Wolverhampton Express & Star, 
26 Sept 1996. 


COURT WOULD NOT 
ACCEPT COD PAID FOR 
TV LICENCE 


Somerset Standard, 10 Oct 1996. 


CUTS COULD HURT | 
3 ANIMALS ^ 


The West Briton, 3 Oct 1996. 2 


DISNEY STORIES 
ARE UNFAIR ON MAD 
~, PEOPLE SAYS DOCTOR ” 


Evening Standard, 28 Oct 1996. 


1 


THE SEARCH FOR EXTRATERRESTRIAL 
INTELLIGENCE DRAWS ANOTHER BLANK 
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against drought 


THE VAST DRAWINGS and lines on Peru's 
famous Nazca plateau are one of the most 
enduring of mysteries; numerous theories 
have been advanced to explain both their 
presence and their stunning imagery, but 
none has found widespread acceptance. 
Many academics believed until recently 
that they were part of a vast astronomical 
calendar, while the most contentious 
hypothesis, advanced by Erich von 
Dàniken and others, is that the lines are 
either “landing strips" for alien space- 
craft, or were produced by spaceship 
exhausts. A further puzzle - one which 
von Dàniken used as evidence for his 
theories — came in the shape of a number 
of small, elongated skulls found in burial 
chambers near the lines. 

Now, a British team of researchers and 
academics claims to have come up with a 
novel and possibly definitive explanation. 
The lines, depicting a wide variety of 
animals and symbols, were drawn over a 
1,000-year period, beginning in the 4th 
century BC. Some of the geometric 
shapes contain lines over miles 
(11km) long, while the animals include a 
humming-bird, a killer whale, a spider 
and a 300ft (90m) monkey. The lines were 
revealed to the modern world in 1926 
when pilots first flew over the plain and 
further patterns were discovered in the 
1950s by German archaeologist Maria 
Reiche. 

At the end of 1996, a five-person team — 
led by Newcastle University archaeologist 
Dr Tony Spawforth — became the first to 
be allowed to study the lines for several 
decades. They examined the lines and 
various other artefacts associated with 
the area, looking for evidence to support 
each of the theories proposed. Eventually, 
they came to the conclusion that they had 
originally served as part of an attempt to 
bring rain to the plateau. 


Spawforth says that his team were 
careful not to discount any theory, even 
von Dàniken's, without looking at the 
evidence. In von Daniken’s case, the 
refutation was reasonably easy; many 
of his putative “landing strips" run up 
hillsides. Moreover, the straight lines 
were not peculiar to the plateau, but 
could be found all over Peru, and 
appeared to have some ritual significance. 
Similar giant animal figures have been 
found in Ohio and Iowa. Other evidence, 
such as apparently shamanic paintings on 
shards of pottery found in and around the 
plateau, also pointed to a ritual purpose 
for the lines. 

Eventually, Piers Vitebsky, an expert 
in shamanism and a member of 
Spawforth's team, was dispatched to show 
copies of the pictures to a shaman in the 
Peruvian rainforest. To his surprise, the 
shaman immediately recognised the 
animals as shamanic spirit companions; 
the lines, he explained, were designed to 
be seen from the sky during shamanic 
“flight”. This still left the question of 
why they had been executed on such an 
enormous scale. 

A large number of the lines point east 
towards the Andes, which is the area’s 
only source of water. It is estimated 
that the plain has not seen significant 
rainfall since the Ice Age; analysis of 
mountain ice cores has shown that the 
area experienced a 40-year drought at 
roughly the same time that Nazca pottery 
records a lengthy period of warfare and 
human sacrifice. Spawforth envisages 
great lines of shamans, proceeding along 
the lines while performing rain-bringing 
rites, “like a vast sacred conga line”. The 
pointed skulls, meanwhile, are most likely 
down to the South American habit of 
binding infants’ skulls between boards. 
Sunday Times, 17 Aug 1997. 
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C WATT/SCOTTISH DAILY RECORD 


a is born 


THE MOST LUMINOUS star known to man has recently been identified 
by astronomers using the Hubble Space Telescope (HST), writes Paul 
Parsons. The “Pistol Star', named after the shape of its surrounding 
nebula, is 25,000 light years away and pumps out radiation at a 
scorching 10 million times the power of our own Sun. It releases as 
much energy in six seconds as the Sun does in a year. Its enormous 
mass when first born could force a major change in the science of 
how stars form. Discovered in 1990, the Pistol Star should be a bright 
object in our night skies. However, it lies near the centre of the 
Milky Way, where dense clouds of dust block out all of its visible 
light, allowing only a faint glimmer of infrared to filter through. 

In the past, infrared telescopes on the ground have suggested that 
ejections of material from the star were responsible for producing the 
huge nebula surrounding it. Now, astronomers from the University of 
California, Los Angeles, (UCLA) have studied the Pistol Star using 
one of the HST's recently-installed infrared instruments. Their 
results show clearly the enormity of the nebula - at about four light- 
years across, its size is almost equal to the distance between our Sun 
and Alpha Centauri — and confirm that it was created by two erup- 
tions from the star's outer layers 4,000 and 6,000 years ago. 

However, there is a catch. Stars are created from large clouds of 
gas that collapse and fragment into smaller blobs under their own 
gravity. A new star is born when a blob has collapsed enough to 
produce the temperatures needed for nuclear fusion. Although the 
new star can continue to attract gas gravitationally from its mother 
cloud, there is an upper limit to the mass it can achieve by this 
process. This is reached when the amount of fusion-generated radia- 
tion from the star is so great that it literally ‘blows away’ the rest of 
the mother cloud, halting the star’s further growth. 

The Pistol Star’s initial mass — about 200 times the mass of the 
Sun, as inferred from the HST observations — exceeds this theoreti- 
cal upper bound. “This star might have been more massive than any 
other star,’ commented Don F Figer of the UCLA team. Even now, it 
weighs about 100 solar masses. (It has a radius of between 93 million 
and 139.5 million miles.) This could mean bad news for the theory of 
star formation. 


weird times in Scotland 


DURINC THE NICHT of 22 September 1997, witnesses from 
Northumberland and as far north as Wick on the east coast of Scotland 
reported seeing "bright objects of various sizes, emitting light". Shortly 
before 9am the next morning, the British Geological Survey in Edinburgh 
picked up some sort of "sonic event" in the Moray Firth area. According 
to Richard Gall, Scotland's director of Skywatch International, "lights were 
observed shooting across each other, and then witnesses heard several 
loud explosions followed by light flashes and a crackling sound". The 
descriptions varied, but included yellow, orange and white trails in the 


DON F FIGER (UCLA), AND NASA 


During the coming months, the group will use new infrared 
equipment soon to be installed on the Keck II telescope in Hawaii 
to try to learn more about the Pistol Star. Overweight and burning 
so brightly, however, it's perhaps no surprise that this unusual stellar 
giant is fated to die in a spectacular supernova explosion, between 
one and three million years from now. 


sky sometimes accompanied by the sound of whooshing or a loud 
explosion. Windows rattled as far as the Western Isles. There were 
similar reports from the Continent — in particular around Brussels. 

One woman in Scotland reported seeing "what appeared to be a 
comet with a red tail," which approached to within 300 meters of her. 
Scotland's Rescue Service dispatched a lifeboat to search for survivors 
and debris from “a mid-air collision." 

According to a spokesman for the Royal Observatory in Edinburgh, 
the object was probably man-made as there were no scheduled meteor 
showers for the second half of September. "A satellite was due to re-enter 
the Farth's atmosphere on 27 September,” he said, “but at the moment.. 
it’s difficult to tell exactly what happened.” Some time later, Edinburgh 
University suggested that the incident was caused by a bolide or 
exploding meteor, scattering fiery debris over a wide area. Craig Lindsey, 
spokesman for the Ministry of Defence at RAF Kinloss, said the military 
were "checking the area" and had begun “an investigation". 


ON THE AFTERNOON of 23 September. residents of St Andrews noticed 
a strange material which came floating down into their gardens. Mrs 
Margaret McKee noticed some of the material float into an open window. 
"It looked something like black caterpillars and just disintegrated into a 
powder as soon as it was touched,” she said. "We heard reports about 
meteorites landing in various parts of the country and wondered whether 
this strange material had anything to do with that.” 


MEANWHILE IN TULLIBODY, Clackmannanshire, Margaret Benvie, 28, 
escaped being hit by a small metal ball. “A glint in the sky caught my eye 
and ! was mesmerised," she said. "As | watched, this object fell. It just 
missed me and my husband and landed on our doorstep." Mrs Benvie later 
discovered that her neighbour Caroline Gear, 32, had found a similar 
object in her garden. A spokesman for the Ministry of Defence urged 
anyone finding fragments to hand them in to the police and added: "We 
don't know for sure what caused the incident." £o; Eve. | 
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IN His YOVTH, 
THE @CCULT 
MAG ICIAN 
ALEISTER. 
CROWLEY 


DECIDED 


© TEST, 
SCIENTIFICALLY 
THE BELIEF 


THAT A 
CAT 


| HAS NINE 
| Lives! 
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MARK ANTHONY, 28, a life assurance 
consultant, went to see Lee Hurst's 
show at the Up the Creek! comedy club 
in Greenwich, London. Ten minutes 
after the start of the show, he laughed 
so hard that he choked to death. 

South London Press, 27 Aug 1997. 


THIERRY SICAUD, 31, shot and killed 
his mother on 6 September after she 
gave him a haircut he did not like, 

in preparation for a local carnival in 
Nevers, France. His father tried to 
intervene and was also shot dead. 
Hong Kong Standard, 9 Sept 1997. 


ECYPTIAN FARM WORKER Susu Borai 
Mohammad, 22, accidentally swallowed 
some ants when she took a swig of 
water. She went home and swallowed 
some insecticide to kill the ants, but 
suffered diarrhoea and convulsions and 
died immediately after being taken to 
hospital in the Qena district of Cairo. 
D.Record, 30 Sept; Middle East Times, 


SIXTY YEARS ACO, six-year-old 
Rolande Geneve planted an oak in her 
garden in Isere, France. On 3 July, it 
fell over and killed her. Mirror, 4 July 
1997. 


WHEN HIS OWNER collapsed with a 
coronary in Bonn, Otto the Rottweiler 
defended him against paramedics for 
12 minutes. By the time they got Otto 
to move, the 68-year-old was dead. 
Still, it's the thought that counts. 
Guardian, 11 Dec 1996. 


ANDREW THORNTON, 37, received a 
fatal shock as he turned on the shower 
at his home in Banbury, Oxfordshire, 
last July. A small screw used to tighten 
a loose floorboard on the landing out- 
side the bathroom had penetrated 
wiring for the shower and caused a 
short circuit. D.Telegraph, 25 Sept 1997. 


FOUR MEXICAN WOMEN taking part in 
a witchcraft ceremony suffocated as 
they prepared a concoction of ammonia 
and smouldering herbs to drive away 
evil spirits in Mexico City on 14 
November 1996. Three of the women 
were found dead from asphyxiation, the 
fourth died later in hospital. Philadelphia 
Inquirer, 16 Nov 1996. 


A RETIRED MINER who never had 

an accident underground died when a 
load of coal buried him in his own 
backyard in the former mining 

village of Nelson in Glamorgan. Tom 
Gray, 86, was getting fuel from his 
bunker when a wall collapsed. Mirror, 
8 Aug 1997. 


EVERY DAY, MOHAMMAD Saeed 


ents in Cairo, where he would cry for 
hours non-stop. Finally, he cried himself / 

to death at their graveside, according to / = 
Al-Akhbar, the government daily. [AFP] l 
21 Aug 1997. \ 
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Slip on the liteframes 
and headphones, press a 
few buttons on the 
MindLab Orion and 
you'll feel deeply relaxed. 
within 15 minutes 


Feel profoundly relaxed ` 
in minutes — with the 
NEW MindLab Orion 


Tune in and turn on to shut out everyday 
pressures — and unleash the natural resources 
of your mind — writes Chris Payne 


azzling patterns of colour swirled in front of my closed eyes, 
D gyrating shapes soared across my visual field as hypnotic 
rhythmic tones caressed my ears. 

All I'd done was put on the liteframes and headphones, pressed a 
few buttons on the MindLab Orion's compact console and lay back 
with my eyes closed. 

As the patterns and sounds slowed down I felt my mind sink deeper 
and deeper, and it seemed as if I was rolling back through space. 


Clear your mind in minutes 


Ten minutes later I re-emerged — relaxed, alert and with no mind 
chatter. The serene state lasted for the next two hours. This was my 
first experience of using the remarkable MindLab Orion. 

It may at first sound like a way out Spielberg creation, but the 
MindLab Orion is far from science fiction. This is 
science fact, tried and tested to help you cope with 
life's stresses and strains. 

Using light and sound patterns matched to your 
own natural rhythm, the machine can induce a state 
of relaxation, and even aid learning. 

Far from being futuristic, the MindLab Orion is 
based on ancient techniques blended with 
sophisticated technology. 

In 2000BC Ptolemy noted that sunlight flickering 
through the spokes of a rotating wheel caused 
fascinating visual patterns and a feeling of euphoria. 


UK research validates the technology 
Then in the late 1940s a British neuroscientist, W. Gray Walter, 
measured the effects of an electronic strobe using an EEG, which 
monitors brainwave activity. 

He found that rhythmic, flashing lights altered activity across the 
whole cortex, producing trance-like states of profound relaxation and 
vivid imagery. 

Since then, a series of independent studies have confirmed 
Walter's findings. Research now suggests that machines using light 
and sound can dramatically reduce stress. 


Change mental states easily 
Benefits include deep relaxation within minutes, improved learning 
ability and enjoyment of music, increased alertness, enhanced ability 
to visualise new goals, and better sleep at night. 

The user of the MindLab Orion chooses the state of consciousness 
that he or she wishes to obtain, and is lulled by a rainbow array of 
colours and rhythms into the chosen state of awareness. 

Just press a few buttons and you can choose to relax, sleep, 
visualise, energise or learn. Lie back, close your eyes and let the 
kaleidoscopic light patterns and rhythmic tones gradually shift 
your consciousness. 


The press raved about the original MindLab 


“The MindLab has received rave reviews from both the scientific 
community and the public... After a few minutes the 


Energise 
quickly 


dazzling spectacle winds down into a deeper state of 
consciousness.” — New Scotsman 

“The systems reliably produce visual effects and relaxation... the 
experience resembles the closing sequences of 2001: A Space 
Odyssey.” — New Scientist 

“The MindLab produces a feeling of total inner calm where once 
there was chaos. The technology of tomorrow really is with us 
today.” — Fit Body magazine 

“The machine really does need to be experienced to be believed.” 
— Computer Life 

“The MindLab gives you hundreds of different methods, via 
amazing sounds, music and light displays, of achieving Nirvana.” — 
London Evening Standard 

“The MindLab really works!” — Ms London 


Here’s what the testers said on Hot Gadgets! 


Said tester Anuj Nayor on BBC1’s Hot Gadgets: “I thought the 
MindLab Orion was a top gadget. I felt perky and alert. The first 
program I tried was the sleep one. I went into the deepest sleep in ages. 
I was so late for work the next day.” 

James Mayor, a medical student, commented “I feel quite relaxed. 


That exam: sorted!” 
e 
Life TOOLS 


Find out why thousands of 
people in the UK and one 


million worldwide are using Ee Bi 1852 
this technology — ring Macclesfield = 
01625 502602 for your SK10 2YE 


FREE brochure TODA Y! Tel: 01625 502602 


(manned 24 hours, 7 days a week) 


Yes! Please send me a FREE MindLab Orion brochure 


Name (Mr, Mrs, Miss etc.) 


Address 


Postcode 


Home tel. no. 


ARE THE BLUE-EYED AND DARK-SKINNED MELUNGEONS DESCENDENTS OF AMERICA'S LOST 
FIRST SETTLERS? IAN MORFITT FINDS CLUES IN THEIR LANGUAGE AND TRADITIONS THAT 


SUGGEST AN ALTERNATIVE HISTORY FOR THE CONTINENT'S DEEP SOUTH AND TRACES THE 
RESURGENCE OF A PROUD PEOPLE 


ancock County lies huddled 
against the Appalachians in 
the most north-easterly corner 
of Tennessee. The term ‘off 
the beaten track’ could have 
been coined for it and the 
neighbouring Lee and Wise 
counties across the state line 
in Virginia. In his travelogue of America, 
The Lost Continent, Bill Bryson comment- 
ed that they received so few visitors to the 
area that when he drove out of the county 
seat of Sneedville, he was looked at “the 
way you might stare at a man riding an 
ostrich”. Yet this and other similar pockets 
high on the Cumberland Plateau are home 
to a modern ethnographic mystery: the 
communities of people called Melungeons, 
perhaps the first non-indigenous people 
ever to settle in America. 

Brent Kennedy looks like many typical 
prosperous middle-aged Americans, with 
his dark hair and deep tan. Indeed, many 


GENERATION GAME: William ‘Bacon Bill’ Mullins 
Noah [right] and his grandson, Noah s son, Friend 
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Me-lun-geon (m lun'jn) n. 


people of uncertain origin living in the 


Tennessee. 


One of a small group of dark-skinned 


mountains of eastern 


- The American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language (1981) 


members of his family look like they have 
probably spent long hours under the sun on 
holidays in Florida. But these features belie 
the heritage of a people with one of the 
most fascinating and obscure stories to tell 
- Brent Kennedy is a Melungeon. 

The history of the Melungeons is a jigsaw 
puzzle with too many pieces missing ever to 
assemble a clear picture, but what does 
emerge is too fascinating to ignore. The 
Melungeons arrived in America before 
there was anyone to record their presence 
and to this day, even they cannot be 
sure of their history. Ethnologists have 
offered many conflicting theories, but 
until recently none of them fitted neatly 
with the little evi- 
dence available. 

The fact that 
the Melungeons 
are a distinct 
people might not 
even have been 
known today were 
it not for the 
physical traits 
that mark them 
apart from other 
ethnic groups in 
Appalachia. For the Melungeons, this 
phenotype has been the bane of their 
existence. Many exhibit the typical features 
of Europeans - Slim-faced, with lanky 
builds and often fair hair and blue eyes — 
but with dark, sometimes almost Negroid 
skin. Marriages outside of the Melungeon 
community have diluted these character- 
istics to an extent, but older photographs 
reveal some who can only be described as 
black-skinned white people. 

There is evidence that the Cherokees of 
Tennessee knew of a community of people 
in the region with *moon eyes? (that is, 


THIS IS A JIGSAW — 
PUZZLE WITH TOO 
MANY PIECES MISSING =: 
EVER TO ASSEMBLE `m: 
A CLEAR PICTURE 


oecidental rather than the oriental eyes 
that American Natives of Mongol stock 
would have) long before the first European 
settlers arrived. 

An Englishman named James Needham 
surveying the Tennessee Valley in 1673 
logged in his journal: “Eight days' journey 
down this river, lives a white people which 
has [sic] long beards and whiskers and 
weares clothing...” (The reference to 
“white” people might not necessarily 
refer to their skin colour, but rather the 
fact that they were not Natives) One 
of his Tomahittan guides had encountered 
them previously, he noted, and spoke 
of “a bell which is 6ft [1.8m] over which 

they ring morning 
and evening and 
time a 
great number of 
people congreagate 
togather and talkes 
knows not 
what". [sic] 
theories 
about the origins of 
the Melungeons are 
many and varied. 
Until recently, the 
most widely-accepted theory held them to 
be a “tri-racial isolate" of Black, White and 
Native stocks. Some of the wilder ones 
suggest that they are one of the lost tribes 
of Israel; descendants of the Welsh explorer 
Madoc, who visited the southern 
Appalachians in the 1100s according to 
Richard Hakluyt's Voyages (1582) or 
possibly the remnants of Sir Walter 
Raleigh's ill-fated Roanoke Colony of 1587. 
|The Roanoke Colony is the terrestrial 
equivalent of the Mary Celeste. The first 
supply ship to arrive at the colony after two 
years discovered it to be deserted. There 


WATCHING THE WORLD: ‘Crippled Basil’ [left] and "Little Andy’ 


were no clues as to the fate of the 
settlers save the word 'Croatoan', the name 
of a nearby island, carved into a door-post. 
A visit to the island shed no light, the local 
natives unaware that the settlers had 
moved on. But even if they had upped 
sticks and moved inland to the 
Appalachians, there is no accounting for the 
racial features the Melungeons possess. 
The “broken Elizabethan English" the 
Melungeons were said to have spoken 
when the first wave of settlers arrived in the 
1750s is presumably the same language 
Needham's English-speaking Tomahittan 
guide heard and could not understand. 
No-one has been able to explain adequately 
how they came to learn even a ‘broken’ 
English, as their ethnic characteristics 
demonstrated they were obviously not 
from the British Isles. The congregation of 
people at a tolling bell the guide witnessed, 
and the since abandoned practice of placing 


COURTESY OF BRENT KENNEDY 


COURTESY OF BRENT KENNEDY 


DUSKY MAIDEN: Louisa Hall Nash photographed c.1866 


small white-painted huts or cupolas over 
graves, suggest a Latin Catholic influence. 

Could they be the descendants of local 
natives and Portuguese sailors known to 
have been shipwrecked on the coast of the 
Carolinas throughout the 16th century? Or 
maybe part of Hernando de Soto’s expedi- 
tion of 1539-1542 that broke away from the 
main party somewhere in the region of 
Tennessee? Or perhaps the survivors of a 
Portuguese fleet, intent on capturing Cuba 
from the Spanish during a conflict in 1665, 
that disappeared without trace? 

The problems posed by the scant 
documentary evidence extant are further 
exacerbated by the purposeful and largely- 
successful attempt by Melungeons to 
obscure what little they did know from the 
time of the arrival of the first Anglo-Irish 
settlers until very recently. 

The new pioneers lived peaceably beside 
the established Melungeon communities at 


THE MOONSHINING MELUNGEON 


ahala Mullins, or ‘Big Haley’, is perhaps 
the best-known member of the Melungeon 
community. Born in the early part of the 19th 


century, she lived in a cabin on one of the most 
remote peaks of Newman's Ridge, where she brewed 
and sold moonshine. 

She weighed more than 500Ib (227kg) and an 
attempt to arrest her was thwarted when a sheriff's 
deputy was unable to get her through the cabin 
door. Returning empty-handed to the court, he is 
alleged to have told the judge: "She's ketchable but 
not fetchable." 

When Big Haley died, a coffin had to be built 
around her bed and part of a wall and chimney were 
knocked out to carry it out of the cabin. A group led 
by a descendant recently found her grave and a 
marker under a foot of soil a few hundred feet away. 

One-time popular Kentucky novelist Jesse Stuart's 
Daughter of the Legend tells the story of a Wise 
County, Virginia, white boy's tragic marriage to a 
beautiful East Tennessee Melungeon girl. The large 
and gentle figure of 'Sylvania' is said to have been 
based on Big Haley. 


BIG HALEY: [top] Mahala Mullins; [left] The remains of her cabin 


MELUNGEON BEAUTY: Nancy Hopkins Kennedy in 1949 


first, but as more and more immigrants 
arrived, the pressure for land increased, 
and something, or someone, had to give. In 
this case, it was the Melungeons. 

When the first census was taken in the 
1790s, Melungeons defied the standard 
categorisations of White, Black and Indian, 
claiming themselves to be ‘Portyghee’. This 
is perhaps one of the most telling clues 
about Melungeon origins: their insistence 
that they were “Portyghee” regardless of 
how remote their communities were. Early 
census records show the abbreviation 
*Port" entered in the column denoting 
ethnie origin; many were later amended to 
read “Mulatto” for political reasons. 


he incomers had these ‘non-whites’ 

constitutionally declared “Free 

Persons of Colour’, thus dispossess- 

ing them of their coveted lands and 
rights. Most families were forced up into 
the rocky and infertile lands in the hills on 
places like Newman’s Ridge, overlooking 
Sneedville, or on the other side of the valley 
in the Virginia counties of Lee and Wise in 
places like Snake Hollow and Blackwater, 
where many still live today. 

Living under such hostile conditions, it 
is no surprise that the Melungeons wished 
to downplay their identity. Less than a 
generation ago, the word ‘Melungeon’ was 
a racist slur comparable to ‘Nigger’. Stories 
abound of visitors to remote communities 
enquiring about the Melungeons who have 
met with receptions ranging from frosty 
assertions of ignorance to outright hostility. 
Members of ‘white’ communities have 
refused to comment, their bigotry reflected 
in their attitudes to people thought of as 
inferior or an embarrassment. Melungeons 
have furiously denied their heritage. 
Photographers in the past are said to have 
been shot at. 

The origin of the word Melungeon is 
as mysterious as the origins of the 
Melungeons themselves. It appears in print 
in 1891 in a study by a woman clerk from 
the state senate in Nashville named Will 
Allen Dromgoole. Could it be a corruption 
of the French melange, a reference perhaps 
to mixed blood, the Greek melas meaning 
‘dark’ or ‘black’, or perhaps the African- 
Portuguese melungo, meaning ‘shipmate’? 
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HONEST ABE THE MELUNCEON? 


Abraham Lincoln, born in 1809 in Hodgenville, 
Kentucky, becoming the 16th President of the 
United States, displayed characteristics typical of 
Melungeon stock. Lanky, with north-European facial 
features and a decidedly swarthy complexion, he 


described himself as “6ft 4in, lean in flesh.. 


dark 


complexion, with c e black hair and grey eyes.” 

His family background, like that of many 
Melungeon families, was somewhat shrouded in 
mystery. His Virginia-born mother Nancy Hanks, 
whose family had roots in Cumberland Gap, also 


had "dark skin and dark brown hair". 


the expression." 


MARY EVANS PICTURE LIBRARY 


The Turkish melun can and the Arabic 
melun jimn (both pronounced like the 
anglophone ‘Melungeon’, to rhyme with 
‘dungeon’) both translate as “damned or 
cursed soul”, a phrase that aptly describes 
their fate in America. The same pronuncia- 
tion of a word exists in old Spanish folk 
songs, where it is used as a pejorative word 
for a poor person or one from a lower class. 

The persecution of the Melungeons that 
began in the 18th century continued in no 
small part thanks to the work of WA 
Plecker, the state of Virginia’s Registrar of 
Vital Statistics, and Dromgoole - known 
disaffectionately in Melungeon communi- 
ties, according to Kennedy, as “Will Allen 
Damfool". 

Dromgoole stayed with a Melungeon 
family for several nights, and drew a damn- 
ing portrait that revealed not only her prej- 
udice but a surprising ignorance of scientif- 
ic fact: “They are rogues, natural born 
rogues, close, suspicious, inhospitable, 
untruthful, cowardly... in many things they 
resemble the negro." She went on to assert 
that ‘Octoroons’ - those who were one- 
eighth Melungeon - could not biologically 
reproduce, overlooking the fact that this 
theory would preclude the existence of a 
Melungeon family in the first place. 


SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTE 


FACIAL CHARACTERISTICS: Clues to the ancestry and 

heritage of the Melungeons can be seen by comparing the 
thin dark-skinned features of Mary Polly Collins Cox [far right] 
with photographs of the Kisers [above] and Pamunkey Indian 
Chief William Bradby [right] 
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"| see the President almost every day," wrote Walt 
Whitman in 1862. "| see very plainly Abraham 
Lincoln's dark brown face with its deep-cut lines, 
the eyes always to me with a deep latent sadness in 


lecker was an ardent supporter of 

the antimiscegenation laws which 

prohibited marriages between 

Melungeons and ‘whites’. He was 
partially responsible for the passage of 
Virginia’s “Racial Integrity Act” of 1924 that 
accepted only two racial categorisations: 
White and Coloured. Anyone whose blood 
was one-sixteenth or more non-Northern 
European fitted 
the latter catego- 
ry. Plecker spent 
much of his 
career from 1912 
to 1942 collecting 
family surnames 
and ‘statistics’, 
and notifying 


local count, 

schools of what he 
called “trouble- 
makers" who 


"have been trying to pass as white". 

Brent Kennedy, meanwhile, was first 
prompted to dig into the Melungeon closet 
after contracting a rare, incapacitating 
illness called sarcoidosis. As one of the 
luckier ones who entered spontaneous 
remission, he tried to discover as much as 
possible about the affliction. He found, 


FOR THE FIRST TIME, 
MELUNGEONS ARE 
CLAIMING THE 
HERITAGE THAT THEY 
NEVER KNEW EXISTED 


much to his surprise, that it is usually 
associated with those of Mediterranean and 
Middle Eastern descent. In America, it is 
found largely among the populations of 
south-east Appalachia and the Portuguese 
community in New England. 

His first attempts to discover more about 
his uncertain heritage were often rebuffed 
by well-meaning people who urged him to 
drop the subject, claiming it would open 
too many wounds. (After centuries of 
persecution, Melungeons had learned that 
to blend in or assimilate with the ‘white’ 
population was the best means of survival.) 

He persisted, and when finally managing 
to publish his preliminary research find- 
ings in the regional periodical Blue Ridge 
Country, was overwhelmed by phone calls 
and letters from other Melungeons who had 
similarly been hiding their family secret for 
years. After contacting the University of 
Tennessee in Knoxville, the Melungeon 
Research Committee (MRC) was founded. 

The MRC academics come from different 
disciplines, including Chester DePratter of 
the Institute of Archaeology and 
Anthropology in South Carolina. DePratter, 
who is excavating the Iberian settlement of 
Santa Elana, has found many instances of 
Portuguese contact in the south-east, 
including cases of Spain sending ethnic 
Portuguese settlers to the Americas. 

This could explain the similarity of com- 
mon Melungeon 
names to typical 
Portuguese names. 
The Melungeon 
Brogan, Goins, 
Collins and Mullins 
could easily have 
been derived from 
B ra g ü m z as 
Magoens, Colinso 
and Mollen. 

During the 16th 
century, when the 
Spanish and Portuguese competed for 
footholds in the New World, Juan Pardo 
established the Santa Elena Colony on the 
coast of what is now South Carolina as a 
base to hold the land for Catholic Spain 
around 1566. (It has since been discovered 
that the fort was built over the ruined 
Charlesfort abandoned by the French only a 


few years earlier) [see FT90:17). Historian 
and MRC member Eloy Gallegos has 
discovered that Juan Pardo, supposedly a 
Spanish sailor, signed his name with the 
Portuguese spelling Joao’. 

The settlers were “conversos” (those who 
had converted to Catholicism shortly before 
the Inquisition) recruited from the Galician 
mountains of northern Spain, and likely of 
mixed Berber, Jewish, Basque and 
Portuguese extraction. According to David 
J Weber, author of The Spanish Frontier in 
North America: “Unlike de Soto, Pardo 
planted settlements along the way. He built 
a chain of five small fortifications with a 
detachment assigned to each one. Pardo 
returned safely to Santa Elana, but his 
path of garrisons disappeared, their few 
defenders either killed by Indians or 
absorbed into Indian tribes.” Some of these 
satellite forts were established in what is 
now eastern Tennessee and western North 
Carolina — Melungeon country. 


nother theory Kennedy offers is the 

introduction of a population of 

Moorish and Turkish slaves. 

Originating in North Africa and 
calling themselves mulango, these sailors 
captured in battles in the Mediterranean 
were transported to Portuguese Brazil. 
David Beers Quinn, in the Hakluyt 
Society's The Roanoake Voyages, states that 
Sir Francis Drake had captured up to 500 of 
them with the intention of depositing 
them in Spanish Cuba to interfere with the 
settlements there. 

Prevented by storms from landing, he 
continued on to the Roanoke Colony where 
Ralph Lane's expedition of English soldiers 
pleaded for passage home to England. 


BUREAU OF VITAL STATISTICS 
STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 


ve "S RICHMOND 


August 5,1950. 


Hr. J. P. Kelly, 
Trustee of Schools, 
Pennington Gap; 

Lee County, Virginis. 


Deor Sir: 


Qur office has had a great deal of trouble in reference to 
tbe persisteace of a group of people living in that section known es 
"Helungeon3", whose families came from Herxan!s Ridge, Tennessee. They 
are evidently of negro origin end are nO recognized in Tennon:oe, but 
when they have come over into Virginia they have been trying to pacr 
as white. In a few instances we learn that they have married a low tye 


of white people which increases the problem. 


Wo understand that some of these negroes attempted to 
send their children to the Pennington Gap white school and that thay 
were turned out by the School Board. Will you please tive us a state- 
ment as to the names of the children that were thus refused admittance 
into the white schools and the names and addresses of their parents. 
If possible, we desire the full name of the father and the maiden name 


of the mother. 


AB these families originated out of Virginia, our old 
birth, death, and marriage records covering the period, 1655 through 
1896, do not have them listed by color as aro those whose femilies have 
lived in Virginia for a number of gonerations. They are demanding of 
us that we register them as white, which wo persistently rofuse to do. 
If we can get a statement that the School Board refused thon admittance 
into tho white schools, we can use that as one of the grounds upon which 
we would refuse tó classify them às whit. That, of course, ir e saucer 
of history and does not involve any individual bui ihe wholo School 


Extant documents show some 100 of these 
captives were taken back to England and 
eventually returned to the "Turkish 
Dominions". There's no record as to what 
became of the remaining captives left 
behind to make room for the soldiers. Later 
English expeditions, according to Quinn, 
“were unable to locate any of them". 

The map of Turkish explorer Piri Reis of 
1513 more accurately depicts features of 
the coastlines of the Americas than any 
other contemporary English, Spanish or 
Portuguese map. Turks could have been 
visiting the New World 
and possibly marrying 
in with eastern 
seaboard natives, and 
as Kennedy points 
out, the phenotypes 
of these natives are 
far closer to Turks 
than they are to any 
other North American 
natives. This Turkish 
population, Kennedy 
suggests, could well 
have been bolstered by 
Drakes's captives. 

'The suggestion of a 
strong Turkish genetic 
component is further 
strengthened by 
Turkish and south- 
east American native 
linguistic similarities. 
No one knows the 
origin of the word 
"Tennessee', but the 
Turkish tenasuh 
means ‘a place where 


W, A PERU ER. St, trs. 
Weovernan or Vitar Branenes 


Board, the responsibility thus being divided up, while few individuals souls move about’. 


who write to un-as to their negro characteristics are willing to have 
their names used or to appear in court should it become necossary. This 
makes it very difficult for us to secure necesnary information to pro- 
perly classify them in our office. If the School Trustees will co-oncrata 
with our office and will refuse them admittance into the whito schorls 
and give us information when such refusals are made, we cun without 

great difficulty hold them in their placo, but this co-operation in very 


essential. 


I do not know who is the Clerk of the School Board or who 
would be the propor one to apply to but your name has been given to ne. 


Yours very truly, 


Qa. Pow eL 7 


NAP: State Registrar. 


Plecker's letter to J. P. Kelly. 


PERSECUTION: Letter from the Bureau of Vital Statistics refusing to recognise the Melungeons 


‘Kentucky’ is sup- 
posed to be a native 
word for ‘dark and 
bloody ground’; the 
Turkish kan tok 
means ‘saturated with 
blood’. Could the 
Turkish ‘Allah bamya’, 
meaning ‘God’s ceme- 
tery’ have also given 
name to a state? 
Native tribe names 
reveal even closer 
similarities. Virginia’s 
Pamunkey Indians 
could have borrowed 


LINGUISTIC CLUES: The Pamunkey Indians of Virginia might have taken their name from the Turkish pamuk-iye meaning good cotton 


SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTE 


the term pamuk-iye from the Turks, 
meaning ‘good cotton. The Turkish 
sami-nal, meaning “Semites who have lost 
out or departed’, describes the fez-wearing 
Seminole Indians who fled to Florida. 

The similarities extend past place and 
tribe proper nouns: atta-culla-culla/attal- 
kula-kul (spiritual father of all chiefs / spiri- 
tual father of the red men), Seminole Chief 
Oceola and asi-ula (exalted rebel), mico 
(administrator in a Seminole tribe / admin- 
istrator on a Turkish galley), hadjo / hadja 
(wisest and strongest warrior / wisest priest 
or leader). Did the Turks and south-east 
Natives exchange genes and language? 


RC member Dr Robert Gilmer 

states that results of gene 

frequency tests show that the 

genetic makeup of Iberian, 
Moorish, Turkish, North African and South 
American Native groups mesh “almost 
perfectly with the known genetic profile of 
the American Melungeons". 

For the first time in centuries, it seems 
that the riddle of the mysterious 
Melungeons of the Appalachians might 
soon be solved. The MRC believe the 
strongest case can be made for a people of 
largely Iberian, Moorish and Turkish stock 
deposited on the shores of the New World, 
moving inland and surviving among the 
natives, marrying them, but retaining a 
unique phenology. Genes for both fair and 
dark hair, blue and dark eyes, fair or dark 
skin all survived and blended in ways not 
known before or since. 

'Thanks largely to the work instigated by 
Kennedy and the MRC, Melungeons are 
claiming the heritage they never knew 
existed. A national registry has appeared, 
and a four-year battle with the Washington 
Census Department has given them a 
much-sought victory. For the first time they 
are recognised as a distinct ethnic group in 
America. A reunion held in Wise, Virginia, 
in July attracted almost 1,000 people of 
Melungeon descent. 

The work of the MRC continues, despite 
resistance from white supremacist groups 
and some academics to any challenge to the 
orthodox view of the settling of America. 
The Melungeons are no longer the denied 
secret of the Appalachians. 


For more information point your browser to a Melungeon's Home 
Page at pluto.clinch.edu/appalachia/melungeon/melung.htm 
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ome on, sweetheart, you 
can do it. Oh, now, show 
me what you're made of. 

Thaaat's it!” | am alone 

in a room with a woman 
I've met barely an hour ago. She is 
talking softly, seductively, in a voice 
that is both sweet and persuasive. Not 
to me, mind you. She is directing her 
words to an ugly electronic box with a 
red digital display - saccharine 
mutterings that other people might 


SCIENTISTS AT PRINCETON UNIVERSITY BELIEVE THAT THE HUMAN MIND CAN INFLUENCE 
MACHINES. ANIMALS CAN, TOO, THEY SUSPECT. NOW, WHEN'S THE LAST TIME YOU - OR YOUR 
PARROT - SAID SOMETHINC NICE TO YOUR COMPUTER? MIND BENDINC: 


reserve for a particularly sick child, or 
a weak puppy. 

Brenda Dunne, the manager of the 
Princeton Engineering Anomalies 
Research (PEAR) Laboratory, is giving 
me a demonstration of how she might 
‘will’ a random events generator 


i (REG) to come up with more high than 


low numbers. She is somehow using 
the power of her mind to achieve that 
result. Not to mention her voice. 
She coos. She coaxes. 


In case you were wondering: Dunne, 
a developmental psychologist, 'S 
hardly the mad scientist type. But 
she is doggedly after what might turn 
out to be the Holy Grail of physics: 
establishing that human conscious- 
ness can change the performance 


! characteristics of machines. Mind over 


matter, as it were. 
The work at the PEAR lab has 
consistently shown that ‘normal 


! volunteers — not people who purport to 


WOULD BE A 


have any psychic powers — can indeed influence 
the behaviour of micro-electronic equipment 
with their minds, with their consciousness. This 
is done without the benefit of electrodes and 
wires, and without anyone being permitted to 
give the machine a good whack 

One hundred-plus volunteers have produced 
a total of severa! million REG trials during the 
18 years of the lab’s existence, and obtained 
results that seem inconsequential, but are 
Statistically significant - not attributable to 
chance. They didn’t even have to sweet-talk the 
Machine into its deviations, the way Dunne has 
just done. Some of the ‘operators’ merely stare 
broodingly at the display, focusing the power of 
their minds to beat the silicon into submission. 
Others let their thoughts wander, or even read a 
book. Two-thirds of the volunteers have been 


able to produce effects in the REG in the 
direction they had intended, a fact that flies in 
the face of statistical probability. 

The effects that the volunteers accomplish 
are very small, but no less amazing. “The 
operators are roughly altering one bit in one 
thousand,” explains Michael Ibison, a British 
mathematical physicist who has come to work 
at PEAR for a few years, after stints at Siemens, 
IBM and Agfa. “That means, if you had a coin 
toss, psychokinesis could affect one of those 
coin tosses if you tossed a thousand times.” 

The metaphor is apt. The REG, in its 
simplest form, is nothing more than an 
electronic coin flipper. It is designed to come 
up with as many heads as tails, and that is 
precisely what. the carefully calibrated 
instrument does when humans leave it alone. 


-— w 


But sit an operator in front of it, and more often 
than not, the REG produces slightly more heads 
than tails — or vice versa, correlating with the 
operator's pre-stated intentions. 


Another surprising finding occurred when 
Dunne and her team asked couples to interact 
with the REG. The effects that were generated 
by two people with a mutual emotional 
attachment were quite a bit larger than those 
produced by an ‘unattached’ pair of operators. 

In the past few years, PEAR's staff have 
been taking a portable REG to various social, 
cultural and professional events, from business 
meetings to the opera, and even to sacred sites 
in Egypt where people pray and chant in 
religious ceremonies. The results imply that 
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spiritual get-togethers reduce the REG's 
randomness. "On those occasions, we've seen a 
measure of order appear in the REG results that 
certainly eclipses chance," Dunne enthuses. 
The PEAR team uses other instruments to get 
similar, perhaps even more striking results. 
There's the mechanical cascade known as 
Murphy (after Murphy's Law), a 9ft (2.4m)-high 
vertical contraption that drops 9,000 small 
polystyrene balls from a spout at the top onto a 
grid of 336 evenly-spaced nylon pegs. The balls 
end up in a horizontal row of nineteen bins at the 
bottom, in a distribution pattern that looks like a 
bell-shaped curve. Volunteers can ‘think left’ or 
‘think right,’ and a majority of them can actually 
cause a very modest but measurable shift in 
where the balls land. A more recent experiment 
involves operators trying to control the swing of a 
custom-built pendulum. Then there's the one 
where they're seated in front of a computer 
displaying two superimposed pictures, and are 
told to try to suppress one and bring the other to 
the foreground. (You can try this at home: a 
Minnesota company called 
PEAR Inc., which has 
business ties to the 
Princeton team, released 
commercial software las 


the lab's experiments. More 
at http://www.pearinc.com.) 
Sceptics have examined 
PEAR lab's instruments, its 
data processing software, 
its protocols. Environ- 
mental influences such as 
temperature differences, passing traffic, earth 
tremors and vibrations from a nearby machine 
shop have been ruled out as a cause for 
the anomalies. Other scientists have by and 
large been able to replicate PEAR's experiments 
— just as PEAR's own work builds on other 
academically sound research. The Princeton lab 
has amassed so much scientific evidence of the 
consciousness effect that, by sheer quantity of 
data, it is now the foremost player in this field. 
If the empirical proof seems to be hard to 
refute, the theoretical part — how does it happen, 
and what does it mean? — is uncharted territory. 
That hasn't stopped Brenda Dunne from devel- 
oping some theories of her own. She points to a 
clipping on the wall of her chaotic office. It's a 
New Yorker cartoon of two scientists talking. One 
says: "| actually prayed to receive this grant 
money. You won't tell anyone, will you, Charles?" 
After we're done laughing, Dunne strikes an 
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earnest note. "It is human 
nature to pray, to hope, to 
desire. Where does that fit 
into a scientific world view? 
How can you talk about a 
reality that has no place for human conscious- 
ness — the very human consciousness that 
created that world view in the first place, the 
consciousness that designs the models and 
observes the data? Where is it in the models?" 

Dunne has come to believe that conscious- 
ness can establish a "resonance" with the 
physical world that eliminates some of the ran- 
domness around us. "One form of this reso- 
nance is what we know as love," she says, refer- 
ring to the experiments with the bonded-pair 
operators. "Do we dare theorise that love 
has a palpable influence on random noise? 
| don't know. | think | would be at least 
willing to raise the question. This emotional 
bond, the ‘being on the same wavelength,’ 
somehow reduces the entropy in the world a 
little bit. And random processes seem to reflect 
this reduction by showing a more organised 
physical reality.” 


ANL 


HERESY VS RECALCITRANCE 

It's easy to scoff at such notions — call them 
scientific heresy, or new-age drivel — and to be 
sure, PEAR has a number of detractors who are 
not impressed by the prestigious Princetonian 
credentials. The editor of a prominent scientific 
journal once told the lab's founder and senior 
scientist, Robert Jahn, that he might consider 
publishing Jahn's recent paper, provided the 
author would transmit it telepathically. 

Dunne has learned to deal with the barbs. “We 
welcome the criticism, and have frequently made 
changes at the suggestion of other scientists. 
It think it was Nietzsche who said: ‘Love your 
enemies, because they bring out the best in you.’ 
Unfortunately, many of our critics say: ‘This is 
the kind of nonsense | wouldn't believe even if it 
were real.’ They're people who have made 
up their minds that this is all hogwash, without 
having studied the data." 

Robert Jahn agrees. "We were not fully 
prepared for the degree of recalcitrance that 
we would encounter in otherwise learned, 
professional circles," he says, somewhat testily, 
when | visit the lab again two months later and 
mention the criticism. Jahn is a thin, hollow- 
cheeked man in his sixties who is inseparable 
rom his baseball cap. He holds an undergraduate 
degree in mechanical engineering, an MSc and 
PhD in physics, is a professor of Aerospace 
Sciences at Princeton, and Dean Emeritus of the 
Engineering School. He started the PEAR Lab in 
1979, putting his reputation, if not his career, on 
he line. Mindful of being lumped together with 
all kinds of swindlers and charlatans who have 
polluted the field, Jahn avoids words like 
'paranormal' and 'psychic' and 'parapsychology' 
ike the plague. The phenomena he looks at are 
'engineering anomalies,' he insists. 

Whatever Jahn's term of choice may be, Nobel 
Prize-winning physicist Philip Anderson calls it 
bunkum. Anderson has repeatedly attacked 
PEAR's work, arguing that "if the effect [of 
human consciousness on machines] existed, 
hundreds of people would be breaking the bank 
in Las Vegas." Anderson also believes that it is 
not up to serious scholars to disprove Jahn's 
data, smirking that this task should instead be 
handled by "those who are used to dealing in 
flim-flam, such as magicians and policemen." 

Jahn dismisses the Vegas comment as "a 
spurious red herring." The effects PEAR has 
measured are too small to have any usefulness at 
the roulette table, he counters wearily. 


EXPANDINC ZOO 
Bob Jahn's office is an ever-expanding zoo of 
stuffed animals, mostly given to him by friends, 
colleagues, and students. In a corner, Jahn 
proudly displays his collection of small carousel 
horses, the fruit of a one-time subscription to the 
Franklin Mint's Horse of the Month Club. The 
book he co-authored with Dunne, Margins of 
Reality (Harvest, 1987), a tome on the role 
of consciousness in the physical world, is 
dedicated to the scientists' respective pets, "and 
to all our other animal friends, who kept watch 
and understood it all." 3 
His fascination with animals is no coinci- 
dence. “| believe that the capacity for the 
so-called anomalous interaction between 
consciousness and the physical environment is 
best utilised by other-than-human life forms. You 
see it in the migration capabilities of birds and 
fish; and in the group consciousness that IS 
evident in swarming insects. It is a capacity of 
consciousness that we have largely bred out of 
ourselves, as humans, by our preoccupation with 
the development of analytical and intellectual 
capabilities of the mind — leaving the intuitive 
aspects to wither." 


PEAR has never attempted to measure the 
mind/consciousness powers of animals. But two 
of the Lab's scientists built a high-tech peanut 
dispenser last year, as a favour to a Californian 
psi researcher called Marsha Adams. The 
machine is a REG that releases a few peanuts at 
random intervals. Adams, a biologist and data 
analyst, places the contraption in a quiet place 
in the forest. She then monitors the apparent 
interaction that takes place between the 
machine and the various skunks, 
racoons, and foxes that approach it in 
search of a snack. The preliminary 
results are striking, she says. "It 
makes you wonder if instinct is not 
just a passive but a creative process. 
The effect [that the animals have on 
the dispense rate] goes beyond 
chance. It even appears to be several 
times stronger than what you might 
expect of a human operator. So 
whatever we're dealing with here has 
nothing to do with humans' higher 
cognitive capabilities." 


MURPHY'S LAW: 

JOKE OR COSPEL? 

Another scientist who thinks there is 
something to the consciousness 
effect is Dean Radin, a researcher at 
the University of Nevada who used to 
work for Bell Labs in Columbus, Ohio, 
and later at PEAR. Addressing the 
issue of ‘engineering anomalies,’ Radin says that 
millions of otherwise rational people share an 
uneasy belief in Murphy’s Law. “It is revered as 
the Gospel; and on the other hand, the same 
people laugh about it. | also noticed that 
employees either got reputations as jinxes, or as 
people who would make systems work. At Bell, 
whenever we were under the gun for an 
important demonstration, the jinxes were not 
allowed to be present and the people who were 
good were almost forced to be there. | thought 
this interesting behaviour for people who were 
otherwise highly analytical and quite bright.”” 


TALK ABOUT CROSSTALK 
Radin, who has a master's degree in electrical 
engineering and a doctorate in psychology, got 


his bosses to okay a study into a possible link 
between operator anxiety and a machine's 
performance. "The reason | was able to sell this 
to management was because if one of the big 
[telephone] switching machines goes down for a 
second, we lose a million dollars in revenue," 
he explains. 

Tenacious attempts notwithstanding, the link 
he sought to establish was elusive. “| did find a 
weak relationship between an operator's 
intention and the performance of a machine," 
Radin says. That's because he was able to repli- 
cate the random generator experiments that 
physicist Helmut Schmidt did at Boeing 
Research Labs in the Sixties. In late 1993, 
Radin started the privately-funded Psycho- 
Physical Interactions Laboratory in Nevada. He 
conducts studies there that he calls both 
"similar" and "complementary" to PEAR's. 

Is there not even a shimmer of doubt in his 
mind that the mind-over-matter effect really 
exists? “No. The criticism of this type of research 
[by other scientists] is just the usual knee-jerk 
reaction to unexpected data.” 


Small causes can have big 

consequences. In the late 
Seventies, Bob Jahn observed how 
certain aerospace instruments 
were becoming so sensitive that : 
they had to be protected against - 
a passing cosmic ray. So, he told him- 
Self, it wouldn't necessarily be a stretch 
to imagine some small effect that a human 
operator — someone who stares at a 
delicate machine and interacts with it for hours 
on end — might have on that same piece 
of equipment. 

Jahn is hardly closer to the answers now than 
he was 18 years ago. "We're far short of under- 
standing the parameters. It's not at all clear how 
you shield a sensitive device to ignore the 


crosstalk between the information processor that 
is our mind, and the information processor that 
is the machine. But we know that the crosstalk 
exists, under certain circumstances at least. And 
| still have the concern that it is the source 


of some of the gremlin effects that 
pilots report, and of the events that occur in 
emergency situations where the stress among the 
operational crew is bound to be very high." 

PEAR may be laying the groundwork for tech- 
nology that could eventually lead 
to more reliable vital computer 
systems, such as those used in air 
traffic control or spacecraft. 

Do the Princeton researchers 
believe we'll reach a point where 
we can interact with our machines 
by the sheer force of our minds? 
“It’s long-term, but | won't be 
surprised," Brenda Dunne allows. 

She also sees a medical compo- 
nent to PEAR's ventures into 
human/machine relationships. 
"Qur bodies are perhaps the 
most complex information 
processing machines. That raises 

the question: Is it possible that 
"d some of the processes that 
s* goon in the body — random 

fluctuations in functions like 
heartbeat, immune response, 
cellular transport properties, 
neuronal connections and 
the like — might be suscepti- 
ble, or indeed might 
be designed to respond 
to, the directives of 
our consciousness? There 
are many stories of 
patients who refuse to 
accept a diagnosis and get better 
despite every expectation. On the other 
hand, there are tales of patients who refuse to get 
better even though there is nothing terribly wrong. 
If we could get a handle on this thing, it might 
make a vast difference in how we heal ourselves 
— it's an area that is worthy of investigation." 0 


This article was first published, in different form, 
in Wired magazine. 


EXPLODINC PICS AND OTHER 
STRANCE ANIMAL STORIES 
Covering weird animal behavior in all its glory, this 
latest in the popular Fortean Times Book of.. series 
also includes chapters such as Animals at the Wheel, 
The Coat in the Machine and Sex Beasts, and 
features tales such as the story of the ape which 
broke into homes in Zaire to try on cosmetics and 
condoms and the behavioral scientist and her 


THE FORTEAN TIMES INDEX 
A complete, detailed index to the full run of the first two 
decades worth of Fortean Times, from issue | to issue 66, 
this invaluable aid will be used constantly and cherished 
by all Fortean researchers proving a phenomenal time 
saver for anyone looking for a specific tale published any 
time between 1973 and 1993. As well as being by far the 
most detailed guide to contempary Fortean phenomena 
available anywhere in the world, the FT Index will be a 
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d includes cases of teleportation, mysterious falls 
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S: the Third Kind. 320pp 


CHARLES FORT'S BOOK OF THE DAMNED £9.99 

The first major revision of the Forteons founding LEEA 
book. Strange œrial objects, teleportation, rains of 
I4 blood and fish... the whole damned procession 
observed with Fort's "gorgeous madman's humour’. 
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: CHARLES FORT’S NEW LANDS £9.99 
This, the second volume of Charles Fort's works, 

3X deals mainly with an astonishing selection of 

7 strange cerial and astronomical phenomena. Plus 

anew introduction by Jerome Clark. 256 pp. 
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FORTEAN STUDIES VOL. i £19.99 
Fully referenced and all new material — more than 
250,000 words by leading researchers. Luminous owls, 
1909 airship flap, Devil's hoofprints, giant octopus, etc, plus 
comprehensive index to 1993 issues of FT. 35Opp. 


FORTEAN STUDIES VOL. 2 £19.99 
Another feast of anomalies; original and fully referenced. 
Marine lightwheels, out-of-place coelacanths, mystery 
cats, Icelandic water monsters, Nazi archceology, etc, plus 
index to 1994 issues of FT. 320pp. 
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YESTERDAY'S NEWS TOMORROW — FORTEAN TIMES 1-15 £19.99 
Moon mysteries, mass hysteria, anti-gravity, sexy spectres, Travis Walton, mystery 
wounds, etc. Fully illustrated, 4OOpp. 

DIARY OF A MAD PLANET — FORTEAN TIMES 16-25 £19.50 
Levitating nun, coloured rains, Morgawr and the owl-man, fairy encounters, missile- 
throwing clouds, skyquakes, etc. Fully illustrated, 416pp. 

SEEINC OUT THE SEVENTIES — FORTEAN TIMES 26-30 £14.99 
Mystery big cats, spontaneous combustion, parallel lives, Ugandas talking tortoise, 
etc. Fully illustrated, 320pp. 

CATEWAYS TO MYSTERY — FORTEAN TIMES 31-36 

Enfield poltergeist, delayed death touch, dinosaur hunting, alien abductions, 
phantom hitch-hikers, miracle fuels, Kuano river boy, etc. Fully illustrated, 4I6pp. 
HEAVEN'S REPRIMANDS — FORTEAN TIMES 37-41 £19.99 
Entombed toads, rat kings, Australia's lizard monsters, hair-clipping panics, crop 
circles, stigmatics, sinister clowns, cattle mutilation, encounters with Castor and 
Pollux etc. Fully illustrated, 4l6pp. 

IF PICS COULD FLY — FORTEAN TIMES 42-46 £19.99 
Kenyan stone showers, Exmoor Beast, people with horns, Smurfs on the rampage, 
killer telephones, possessed dolls, the Holy Foreskin, the Jabberwocks of Quebec, 
etc. Fully illustrated, 4l6pp. 
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WITH OVER 70 REPORTED FISHFALLS IN AUSTRALIA FROM THE PAST 
I20 YEARS ON THEIR FILES, PAUL CROPPER AND TONY HEALY 
RELATE THE PECULIARLY ANTIPODEAN EXPLANATIONS AND TURN 
UP A SHOAL OF FISH THAT SURVIVED TELEPORTATION' 


he hard-praying priest 

Father Leonard Bourne 

was familiar with the 

blessings, chastisements 

and so on which The 
Bloke Upstairs occasionally visits 
upon his earthly flock, but was 
utterly unprepared when a live, 
wriggling fish fell out of the sky and 
landed on his shoulder. 

The fish struck him as he was 
hurrying across the courtyard of his 
North Sydney presbytery in a 
torrential downpour one day in 
March 1966. Reacting 
quickly, he caught the fish 
as it slid down his chest 
and looked around to see 
who might have thrown it — 
there wasn't a soul in sight. 
Just then, the creature 
slipped from his grasp, 
splashed onto the flooded 
ground and swam away 
leaving the dazed divine 
standing there, soaked and 
stunned. 

Sceptics might suggest that the 
priest had been at the altar wine, 
but fortunately for the good father 
his claim is supported by hundreds 
of similar reports from many parts 
of the world — and by dozens of such 
stories from Australia. 

On 6 February 19889, for instance, 
Harold and Debra Degen stared in 
disbelief as hundreds of sardine- 
sized fish cascaded onto their 
home in Rosewood, near Ipswich, 
Queensland. 

While working in his yard at 
about 11.30am Mr Degen heard 
what sounded like hail, turned 


around and was amazed to see the 
ground covered with hundreds of 
little fish. The last few fell as he 
watched. Debra's first thought was 
that her husband was playing a 
joke. “But when I looked around my 
front lawn they were everywhere. It 
was very frightening," she said. 

'The five-second fall was accom- 
panied by drizzly rain and a slight 
easterly breeze. Rosewood is on a 
tributary of the Brisbane River, but 
is about 38 miles (60km) — as the fish 
flies — from the sea. 


HE TURNED AROUND 


'The Degens collected almost 800 
fish, all of which were dead bream, 
their bellies burst - some were 
stuck together. They fell only on the 
Degens’ property and the road 
outside, confined to a strip about 
87x20ft (27x6m). 

No planes or cars were evident 
and Harold insisted he could not 
have been hoaxed: “I was really 
stunned. I hope it happens again.” 

In fact, unknown to the Degens 
4in (10cm)-long fish were reported 
to have fallen in heavy rain at 
nearby Bundamba on 12 May 1930. 
Even earlier, a single 3in (8cm) fish 
was discovered hundreds of feet 


above river level at Ipswich in 1898. 

We now have more than 70 
Australian fishfall reports on file, 
dating from 1879 to 1997. 

Worldwide, the earliest stories of 
all are contained in the Greek text 
Deipnosophistee, compiled 1,800 
years ago by Athenzeus. Since then 
the reports have been so consistent 
and have involved such unim- 
peachable witnesses (including 
Dr AD Bajkov, an American marine 
scientist) that most scientists have 
now reluctantly accepted the reality 
of the phenomenon. 

Many scientists have 
attempted to explain fish 
falls in many ways — See 
Theories panel in the 
following Status Report — 
but two have a particular 
hold in Australia: 

The first involves the 
amazing wanderlust of 
the spangled grunter. 
These fish disperse 
rapidly over normally arid country 
in times of flood and, when the rains 
cease, are often left stranded in the 
most remote, shrinking waterholes, 
just waiting to break out and party. 

Grunters have been observed 
making most determined overland 
treks. Bruce Shipway, a former 
commando, once followed 2in, 
(5em)-long fishes for a distance of 10 
miles (16km) at a speed of just less 
than 2 mph (3km/h) along a flooded 
wheel rut over what was normally 
Spinifex desert in Western Australia 
during World War II. 

Fascinating as such treks are, 
wandering grunters cannot account 
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spangled grunter previously mentioned. 
Ashley Patterson, senior forecaster at the 
Darwin Bureau of Meteorology, trotted out 
the mini-tornado theory, but admitted that 
in this case it seemed a little lame, as Lake 
Woods, the nearest sizeable body of water to 
Dunmarra, is more than 65 miles (100 km) 
away. “Maybe we need someone to go out 
and apply for a research grant on this one,” 
he suggested wryly. 

Although it clearly cannot account for 
every fishfall case, the whirlwind theory 
is certainly the best of the ‘rational 
explanations. As forteans, however, we like 
to give equal consideration to seemingly 
more irrational explanations. 

Charles Fort once speculated about the 
possible existence of a force which might 
occasionally transport animals from places 
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HISTORY 

Rains of fish sound quite Biblical, but it would be wrong 
to dismiss the phenomenon simply because it seems as 
improbable as an old time miracle. The hundreds of 
eye-witness accounts collected by George Buist, 
Waldo McAtee, EW Gudger, Charles Fort and Fort's 


in 1917 after McAtee, a biologist with the US Bureau of 
Biological Survey, intrigued by his father's tale of coming in 
from the rain to find earthworms on the brim of his hat, 
compiled the broad survey of showers of organic matter and 
animals that, in turn, inspired both Gudger and Fort. 


REUTERS 


SLIPPERY TOUCHDOWN: Video footag he aftermath of a fall of freshwe ch at Hughendon Airport in Queensland, Australia 


for events such as the aerial bombardment 
of the Degens' suburban Ipswich home. 

The second theory (the only one that 
attempts to account for large numbers of 
fish actually falling) holds that the creatures 
fall after being picked up from the sea, lakes 
or rivers by whirlwinds. 

Although giant twisters such as those 
which tear up North America's "Tornado 
Belt’ don't occur in Australia, much smaller 
‘willy-willies’ are common in the Outback 
and large waterspouts are sometimes seen 
off the coast. 


in fishfall cases in many other countries. 

In Australia, as overseas, many falls have 
occurred without a hint of accompanying 
wind. Just as strangely, fish have sometimes 
fallen on the same spot for such extended 
periods of time (up to 10 minutes' duration) 
that constantly-moving whirlwinds would 
seem to be ruled out as a cause. 

A series of events which occurred at 
Dunmarra, 375 miles (600km) south of 
Darwin, stretch the whirlwind theory to 
breaking point. There, between 1989 and 


of abundance to places where they were 
urgently needed — without traversing the 
intervening distance. 

He suggested that this force ( for which he 
coined the term “teleportation”) was an 
automatic, self-regulating mechanism of the 
Universe, which — anticipating modern 
notions of Gaia — he thought might have 
been a conscious, sentient being. 

He suggested that a new pond (or a newly- 
flooded desert area) might “vibrate” with 
its need for fish and somehow trigger the 
teleportation effect. 

We like his suggestion that the 


successors place the reality of fish rains beyond 
dispute. Works of early history, geography and the 


accounts of travellers, explorers, and colonial 
administrators form the bulk of sources from 
antiquity until the last century, when accounts 
began to be reported with some seriousness in 
scientific journals and newspapers. No one has yet 
tabulated all the known cases, so precise numbers 


and statistics must remain guesswork, but one 
suspects that these collections only scratch the 
surface, with other records yet to be discovered in the 
back files of journals and newspapers. Today, alas, such 


events usually merit only a humorous paragraph. 


Where Gudger confined his data to falls of fish, 
ort’s researches included falls of artifacts, liquids, 
e and stones. Fort’s work is particularly significant 

‘or attempting a critique of conventional explanations 
for fish falls that exposed their weaknesses. 

The quality of evidence for rains of fish is 
quite good, with a canon of well observed cases. 
or example, AD Bajkov, a biologist with the US 
epartment of Wildlife and Fisheries, was in a 

: restaurant in Marksville, Louisiana, on the morning 
of 23 October 1947, having breakfast with his wife 

"when the waitress informed us that fish were 
falling from the sky [..] into streets and yards. We 
went immediately to collect some of the fish." 


At least one good account of fish 
being lifted from the sea does exist: in 
1943, Captain Richard Coleman report- 
ed that he and his mates were pelted 


Several people were struck by the small fish, 
* 2-9in (5-22.5cm) long and some said they were 
"frozen to the touch. Bajkov later identified them as 
freshwater bass and shad, fish native to local waters. 


In the late 19th century, a small numher of scientists 
began to explore anomalies of their chosen field, among 
them the English meteorologist DP Thompson and naturalist 
George Buist, the French astronomer Camille Flammarion and 


force, strong and active in this 
planet's salad days, has now become 
so feeble that it sometimes fumbles its 


A NEWLY-FLOODED 
DESERT MICHT 


with fresh seafood when a waterspout 
dissipated over a peninsula during a 
survival exercise near Cairns. “It 
dumped tons of salt water, fish and 
pieces of seaweed around our position. 
'The seagulls had a feast!" 

However, the whirlwind theory can- 
not account for all, or even most, fishfalls. 
Consider this: the USA has tens of thou- 
sands more lakes and rivers than Australia, 
it experiences many more tornadoes and is 
much more densely populated. If whirl- 
winds were the major cause of fishfalls, then 
for every one such fall reported here there 
should be at least 100 reported in the US. 
'This, however, isn't the case. 

Other factors argue against the whirlwind 
theory. You would not expect, for instance, a 
whirlwind to be particularly choosy: it would 
surely pick up everything it was capable of 
lifting and strew it at random across the 
countryside. Yet, in few of the inland 
Australian cases did debris of any kind fall 
with the fish. 

Stranger still, the fish were often of only 
one size and species, and in some cases were 
deposited in very small, well defined areas — 
such as the Degens' suburban block. These 
three features have been commented upon 
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‘VIBRATE’ ITS 
NEED FOR FISH 


1994, fish fell on four separate occasions — 
andin each instance, no tornado was seen or 
heard anywhere in the vicinity. 

Two of the falls occurred in the same week 
in February 1994. On the first occasion the 
owners of Dunmarra Road House, Steve and 
Adele Liebelt, were talking with a friend 
when their 11-year-old son Greg ran in to 
say the puddles outside were full of live, 
flapping fish. 'Their friend, Dave Fellows of 
Darwin, said: "There were thousands of 
them... all across the carpark there were 
little fish about one or two inches long." 

When fish fell again five days later, they 
landed in front of a bus load of tourists. An 
American rushed up to Adele yelling: 
“Where did all these things come from?" 

“He just couldn't believe his eyes," she 
recalls with a laugh, *and the rest of them 
were all taking photos." 

This second flight of fish were up to 4in 
(10cm)-long and proved to be the freshwater 


gly, she 


fourth-dimensional sleight of hand, 
dropping fish onto car parks and 
priests' heads instead of onto newly- 
flooded deserts. 

Much as we like the picture of an 
aging planet clumsily shuffling its 
wildlife around, like a slightly senile 
conjurer, we have to admit that although 
there is plenty in our Australian fishfall 
cases which suggests teleportation, there is 
nothing which comes close to proving such 
a mechanism exists. 

Nevertheless, weird as such a notion may 
seem, it is almost easier to believe in 
teleportation than to accept that unseen 
tornadoes could scoop thousands of fish out 
of Lake Woods, NT, carry them alive for 100 
km and drop them with pinpoint accuracy 
on the tiny crossroads at Dunmarra, four 
times in five years. fft 


SOURCES: 

The Australian Naturalist, Mar; Walkabout, Jul/Aug 
1972; J Michell & R Rickard. Phenomena. Fortean 
Tomes, 1977; Harold and Debra Degen. Personal 
communication, Feb; Courier Mail, Brisbane, 7 Feb 
1989. Northern Territory News, Darwin, 25 Feb, 

1+3 Mar 1994. Linda Giles. Personal communication, 
Feb 1997. 


identical piscatorial bombardment in 
about 1977. On neither occasion was 
there any suggestion of a whirlwind. 
On both occasions the fish were © 
alive and flicking when they landed. 
This time, in fact, some are still 
alive: while their comrades fell onto ` 
the sand to be devoured by crows, 
th hy finger of fate directed a ` 
lucky few to fall straight into a small ` 
bo ater tank — the only water ` 
for miles. dis 

Now 6in (15cm) long, 
those gutsy  spangled 
grunters are surviving on algee 
and whatever insects fall into 
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the German naturalist G Hartwig bringing together many 
citations for the first time. The first popular treatment came 


QUESTIONS 


In his section on fish falls, the modern 
encyclopeedist William Corliss doesn't 
rate the phenomenon as a “serious 
anomaly”, maintaining that there are 
many falls which can adequately be 
explained as the action of a waterspout 
(in the case of many fish) or a bird (in 
the case of a single fish). While this is 
generally true, there are other. well 
observed, specific aspects which 
cannot be accounted for so easily. 


FISH LIVING AND DEAD 

Schadewald has calculated, from 
experiments, the terminal velocity of a 
small falling fish to be nearly 32 miles 


per hour (51km/h), yet Fort noted no. 


account of fish being seriously 
damaged or killed by their fall. This led 
him to propose his theory of teleport- 
ation: "that the creatures may not have 


WOODCUT: 16th-century fishfall (Lycosthenes) 


fallen all the way from the sky, but may 
have fallen. from appearing points not 
high above the ground, or may have 
fallen a considerable distance under a 
counter-gravitational influence." 


LOS ANGELES: Arturo Velsco gathers fish that fell with heavy rain beside the freeway on 20 December 1984 


No one has yet filmed or snapped a shower of fish, although 
there are a number of photos taken shortly after. 


In cases where the fish are not just 
dead or decaying, we can suppose that 
ihe shock of aerial transition killed 
them or they had been a long time in 
transit. In the case of fish found dried 
and stiff, we must ask how this could 
be accomplished in damp winds or the 
wet interior of clouds? In the Natal 
case [see choice cases], the mix of 
unhurt, intact but dead and 
“smashed” fish is quite mystifying. 


MARKSMANSHIP 

Most noticeable in a number of cases 
is a degree of good marksmanship. The 
fall is not scattered widely, as one 
would expect from a powerful chaotic 
whirling wind, but almost poured or 
dropped onto a location from a 
seemingly stable point above it. There 
are cases in which several falls have 
taken place over a few days. It seems 
unlikely that whirlwinds would follow 
the same track with such precision 
although, in the Aberdare case [see 
choice cases], the principal witnessed 
noted “two showers, with an interval of 
ten minutes and each’ shower lasted 
about two minutes.” Buist gives a case 
from near Calcutta, in 1839, in which 
a witness says: “The most strange 
thing which ever struck me [..] was 
that the fish did not fall helter-skelter 
[..] but in a straight line not more than 
a cubit in breadth." 


SELECTION 

A singular characteristic of many falls 
is that some sort of selection seems to 
have been at work; the creatures might 
be all of. one species, or at the same 
stage of development. Schadewald's 
experiments allowed him to predict 
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that fish in the updraft of a water- 
spout would rise at different speeds, 
according to their weight and æro- 
dynamic qualities. Further thinning 


out could be performed by cross-  . 


winds... so some form of ‘selection’ 
seems logical at first glance. 
However, if this were the case, one 


might expect all manner of pond or. 


aquatic debris- of similar weight or 
shape to. accompany fish falls and 
this is absent generally from witness 
descriptions. 


OTHER ODDITIES 


Fort noticed a correlation between - 


some groups of falls and seismic 
phenomena: The Count de Castelnau 
witnessed a fall in Singapore during a 
three-day rainstorm that immediately 
followed an earthquake. In 1691, 
Baron Humboldt once observed a 
shower of cooked fish, ejected from a 
steaming vent near a volcano in 
Ecuador. Persinger and Lafreniére ` 
suggested that electromagnetic fields 
generated. by subterranean stress 
might trigger events like fishfalls. 


CHOICE CASES 


ANCIENT GREECE 
The Deipnosophistae, compiled by 


Athenaeus (fl. 200 AD) is one of the ` 


most. valuable: books of "antiquity 
because it summarises the writings of 


around 800 authors that Atheneeus: 


read at the Library of Alexandria, 700 
of which were lost to posterity when 
the Library was destroyed. Under the 
heading 'De pluvius piscium" (Rains 
of Fishes), he wrote: "Phaenias, for 
example, says, in the second book of 
The Rulers of Eresus that. in 
Chersonesus it rained fishes for three 


whole days. And Phylarcus in his ` 
fourth book says that certain persons: 2 


have in many places seen it rain 
fishes, and the same thing often 
happens with. tadpoles. is ; 


FORT WORTH, TEXAS 


‘Louis Castoreno thought someone a 
"ABERDARE, SOUTH WALES - x 
On the morning of 11 February 1859 

(or possibly. on 9 February, sources 

differ, a rainstorm broke over the | 
. South Wales village of Mountain Ash, ` 
in the Aberdare valley, . bringing s 


was playing a trick on him when 


dozens of small fish flopped into his 


backyard on 8 May 1985. As a dark 


cloud passed above, he had to leap. 


out of the way: “A whole bunch came 


down at one time. It scared me. A 
local’ spokesman for the National: 


Weather Service said it has happened 
before in the past five years, usually. 


- just before a tornado or heavy storm.” 


Ft Worth Star Telegram 9 May 1985. 
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| UPTON SMELTS: Ron nta after the 1984 fall 


GUAM 

In September 1936, J Hedgepath 
witnessed “a brief fall of fish" on the 
island of Guam, specimens of 
which he identified as the European 
freshwater tench (Tinca ` tinca), 


- unknown locally. ` 
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NATAL, SOUTH AFRICA — 


At Newcastle, early on the morning of 
14 April 1909, “hundreds” of fish of 


the species Barbus gurney! were 


- found on wet ground “some alive and 
- unhurt, 


some dead, and some 
Smashed to a pulp”. — Corliss. 


- JELALPUR, INDIA 
On 19 February 1830, . 


of dead fish fell on a factory; "some 
- others rotten and: 
mutilated”. Nine "Witnesses testified 
to being hit by them, finding them on 


-roofs and there being no storm. One 
said they were seen up in the sky . 
"like a flock of birds descending . 


rapidly. to the ground. ”. Fort, Corliss, 


"thousands" of living. fish, 1-4in 


(2.5-10cm) in length. The local 
| Curate sent a report to The Times . 
(25 Feb 1859). saying that locals, ` 
eee to Coe some | DE i 
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Ruth Harnett 


specimens, put some- in saltwater 
and others in freshwater; those in 
saline died. Peculiarly the fall 
occurred only in the vicinity of a 
lumbëryard and nowhere else; many 
were found on roofs in the area. 
Specimens were sent to the British 
` Museum, where Dr John Gray, Keeper 
of Zoology, identified them as 


—M-minnows- (Phoxinus phoxinus) and 


sticklebacks (Gasterosteus aculeatus). 


hand down my neck | was surprised 


ground was covered with them. | took 
off my hat, the brim of which was full 
of them [..] We did gather a great 


not. blowing very hard but 
it was uncommonly wet." 

There were two falls about 10 
minutes apart. Sticklebacks are not 
known to be gregarious and one has 
to wonder where a waterspout (or 
anyone, for that matter) might find so 
many at one time. Schadewald. 


UPTON PARK, LONDON 

Following a heavy rainfall on the night 
of 27 May 1984, a builder found 
nearly a dozen small fish on the roof 
of Ron Langton's house. When | 
visited, nine days later, the builder 
was still able to find some in the 
guttering and these Í had identified at 


the Natural History Museum. They ` 


were of two kinds, smelts (Osmerus 
` eperlanus) and flounders (Platichthys 
flesus); cats had got the rest. That 
“same night fish also fell at three other 
locations in the same part of London. 
The fish were of the kind you'd expect 


to find in the nearby River Thames, ` 


leading to speculation about water- 
spouts and herons regurgitating. My 


limited research. failed to elevate ' 


these to the status of reasonable 
hypotheses. FT42:28. 


HATFIELD, HERTS zy 
It was raining on 17 May 1996. as 


house. Suddenly several small fish hit 
the path and the car. “I looked up, 
which was a big mistake. | was bom- 
barded with fish and one hit me in 


the face." About 20 were collected . 


and tentatively identified as roach. 
Curiously, Ruth's grandfather remem- 
bered being caught in a shower of 
fishes and frogs in Welwyn Garden 
ae 60 years earlier. FT89:7. ` 
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John Lewis, a sawyer at the yard . 
said: "I was startled by something ` 
falling all over me [..] On putting my - 


to find they were little fish [..] the ` 


many, about a bucketful [..] it was- 


_ was getting her. 
shopping out of her car and into the 


ILLUSTRATED BY TERRY COLON 


WHIRLWINDS AND 
WATERSPOUTS 

The lifting power of 
winds and especially 

4 whirling winds is well known. 
_ The aquatic equivalent of a 
tornado is a waterspout, created 
when the whirling column of air 
touches down on water and sucks up huge 
quantities of it. Any fish near the surface would 
be included. Gudger gives an eyewitness 
account, from 1921, of a waterspout deluging an 
open boat in the Gulf of Mexico with fish 
along with dangerous amounts of water; 
it involved about 50 ‘menhaden’ 
(Brevoortia tyrannus) which are known 
to swim near the surface in shoals. 

Many fallen fish are reported to be 
cold to the touch and some have been 
found frozen or mixed with hail. This is 
quite consistent with a sojourn within 
a storm cloud, whose interior tempera- 
tures drop well below freezing. Severe 
cold of this sort may also allow fish to 
be transported great distances by 
keeping them in a state of suspended 
animation. 

In a significant number of cases, however, 
waterspouts are simply not relevant. In Bajkov's 
case — see History — he describes the weather as 
"foggy but calm" and in the Upton Park case 
(which | personally investigated) | was assured by 
the London Weather Centre and the Coast Guard 
that the weather conditions were not suitable for 
waterspouts on the Thames, nor were any seen. 
Why, wondered Minnesota fortean Robert 
Schadewald, do we "have so many fish falls 
from Great Britain but none whatsoever from 
Minnesota, the ‘Land of 10,000 Lakes’ which 
averages 17 tornado touchdowns a year?" 

Despite these and other reservations — see 
‘Questions’ — whirling 
winds provide the 
most logical explana- 
tion for many falls. 


NEWHAM RECORDER 


DISGORGING 
Large fish-eating 
birds swallow fish 
whole or carry them off in their beaks 
or claws. Sometimes, when attacked in 
flight, they may drop or vomit their recent 
catch. While this could be a reasonable 
explanation of falls of single fishes (of which 
there are a significant number) it fails to explain 
falls involving great numbers of fish. Some 
authorities have sought to explain the fall of 
thousands of fish by supposing that a whole 
flock of birds must have disgorged at once. 
A MIGRATIONS 
29 As Healy and Cropper 
describe in the 
* accompanying 
$773. article, some fish 
ë * are known to 
“=* $ migrate across 
tracts of land, 
usually using pools 
of water made by recent 
rain or floods. 
This theory clearly does not 
apply to cases involving dead fish, species not 
known for migrating this way or for fish found 
inaccessible high places. 
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> `; THE THEORIES 


SUPER SARGASSO SEA 
The Super Sargasso Sea was another 

of Fort's playful conceits for the many 9 
incongruities of falling phenomena. There 

would be falls of objects, plants or creatures out 
of their season, or dried or long dead, or very far 
from their natural habitat, so Fort proposed an 
intermediate place — like the accumulation of 
oceanic flotsam in the Sargasso Sea, but in the 
upper atmosphere — from which they would fall 
or be shaken off by violent thunder. 


TELEPORTATION 
A tradition dating back to the Neoplatonist 
philosopher Plotinus declared that to obtain 
anything, all you had to do was make a 
suitable receptacle and wait. A version 
of this has been recorded in rural 
communities to explain the sudden 
appearance of fish in a freshly dug 
pond. Charles Fort coined the word 
‘teleportation’ to describe an unknown 
force that distributes living creatures 
around the universe. Although it is a 
hypothesis with only circumstantial 
evidence in its favour, Fort regarded it as a useful 
concept, imagining creatures snatched away 
from where they were plentiful to fall -— 
from points in distant skies. 


AESTIVATION 
An archaic theory held that 
the fishes were created 
spontaneously, an instant 
before they were seen, by 
the fertilising powers of the rain 
and 'eggs' that hide in great numbers 
in dust and dirt. Once brought to life they spring 
out fully formed. This is not far from the truth in 
some cases as the ability of some fish, amphib- 
ians and molluscs to survive periods of drought by 
hibernating in soft mud before a pond or stream 
dries up completely is well known. Called 
eestivation, it usually involves living eggs 
and young forms. They are revived again, 
often with surprising rapidity, when rains or 
» floods bring fresh water. When offered as an 
# explanation for fish falls, it is assumed that 
+ the young fish are flushed out of their hiding 
* places to appear suddenly in great numbers 
7 on the wet ground and in puddles, etc. It 
fails to account for eye-witness accounts 
of fish falling or found in high inaccessible 
places. Many falls involve fish which are not 
known to eestivate. 


THE PHANTOM FISHMONGER 
Fort observed the tendency of authority figures to 
trot out explanations that sounded reasonable, yet 
actually accounted for very little of the observed 
phenomenon. A prime example occurred in 1881, 
when great quantities of periwinkles and 
crabs fell on the English city of P 
Worcester. The authorities of the day # 
supposed that a mad fishmonger 
must have travelled the byways 

of the city, unseen, shovelling 
thousands of periwinkles off the 
back of his cart. It struck Fort as a 
stereotypical 'official' explanation 
just as, today, many weather 
experts glibly refer to whirlwinds 
and waterspouts, when local 
research often rules these out. 
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HUNTER HUNTED: 
[above right] the 
unfortunate 

‘Dr Livingstone’ 


MARTIN McDOUGAL 


THE MAN WITH 


HEADS 


BASING HIS WORK ON JAN T CRECORS HEAD HUNTINC IN THE 
NINETIES, PAUL SIEVEKING LOOKS AT THE HISTORY OF SCALPING 
AND THE COLLECTION OF HEAD-HUNTER BILL JAMIESON 


HEAD SHRINKERS 

The Jivaro tribe of the Amazon basin, more 
properly called the Shuar (jivaro is Spanish 
for *savage"), have long been known for 
their skill as head shrinkers, representations 
of which have been found on Peruvian 
Nazca ceramics dating back to the first 
century AD. The Shuar stand out in the 
history of Latin America as the only tribe to 
have rebelled successfully against Spanish 
imperial rule. In 1599, during raids on two 
Spanish settlements, they killed 25,000 
people in one day. Today, the tribe 
number less than 20,000. They 
inhabit the Montana, a region 
of dense forest covering the 
eastern slopes of the Andes in 
Ecuador and Peru. 

Making the shrunken head or 
tsantsa was an inextricable 
component of a war raid and 
was aimed to thwart the hostile 
power of a slain enemy's muisah, or 
avenging soul. When the tsantsa was 
satisfactorily finished, a feast was held 
in honour of the muka heindinyu, or “lord of 
the head”. The tsantsa was passed around to 
everyone who took part in the battle; 
according to some reports, the tsantsas were 
ceremonially insulted. Afterwards, they 
were retained to adorn the victor's house or 
discarded, fed to animals or thrown to the 
children as a plaything to be lost. 


THE COLLECTOR 


Bill Jamieson, 42, a collector of art deco and 
side-show memorabilia based in Toronto, 
Canada, became enthralled with head- 
hunting culture after his first visit to the 


THE SHRUNKEN MEN FROM CUAYAQUIL 


Indian was set up in New York, based on the 
foundation of a wealthy amateur collector called 
George Gustav Heye. One of the prize exhibits was a 
complete shrunken man, 26 inches (66cm) tall, 
known as "the mulatto", purchased for $600 from 
Juan Krateil, a Polish mining engineer in Lima, Peru. 
It later transpired that the shrunken man had been 
stolen from a Dr Gustave Struve in 1920, and the 
museum had to pay for the relic twice over. They also 
om Struve a shrunken human embryo and 
ken man with a yellow moustache, 
(76cm) tall, which Stru identified as a 
red, right] 
In 1994, Caroline Alexander, a New Yorker 
interested in these exhibits, traced Dr Struve’ 


l 1922, the National Museum of the American 


3lin 
"Spanish military officer". [Both pi 


for 
ears in the nineteenth century and learned 
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the art of head-shrinking. Olaf Holm, director of the 
Museo del Banco Central, an archaeological museum 
in Guayaquil, Ecuador, said that the tradition was that 
the two bodies were shrunken "as a joke" by medical 
students in Guayaquil, one of whom was probably 
Struve. "In those days the yellow fever was still 
uncontrollable," said Holm, "and unclaimed bodies 
were stacked in the morgue, so nobody would bother 
about experimenting with them." 

The National Museum of the American Indian 
packed away the shrunken men after Congress passed 
the Native American Graves Protection and 
Repatriation Act (Nagpra) in November 1990. One 
clause called for all federally funded museums 
possessing Native American artefacts to circulate 
inventories of their collections for possible repatriation 
claims. In the last seven years, major American 
institutions have been accessioning" all human 
remains. 


Amazon in June 1995 to sample the 
hallucinogen ayahuasca. He has made 
three subsequent trips and is filming a 
documentary on the history of the shrunken 
head trade. His collection of shrunken 
heads, however, didn't come directly from 
South America. In July 1995 he placed an 
advertisement in the Toronto Globe & Mail: 
"Authentic shrunken heads wanted by 
collector. Serious calls only" He received 

several replies. The first head he bought 
for around $3,000 from an antique 

Store only a few blocks from his 

house. Another, with hair three 
,- feet long, was sold to him for 
4. $1,200 by a woman in Florida. 
v One call was from Gloria 
Teichert, a Canadian woman 
living in Rothenburg, 

Germany. She sold him five 

heads which had been 
acquired by her late husband, 
the famous deco architect Hans 
Teichert who had once designed a 

night club for Al Capone in Chicago. 
Now Jamieson has 12 shrunken heads. “You 
can always tell if they're authentic by 
looking at the ears or checking the nose 
hairs,” he said. One head fetched about 
US$15,000 at auction in New York a couple 
of years ago; the reason for the high price 
was probably that it had once belonged to 
Ernest Hemingway. 

The market in shrunken heads is tiny 
these days. A friend of Jamieson in 
Baltimore has 12 heads along with 22 
pieces of mummified remains and another 
collector in the same city has 32 heads - the 
largest collection in private hands. Political 


MARTIN McDOUGAL 


EDWARD TRAQUINO 


SHRINK 


Kill your enemy. Cut off his (or in rare cases, her) 
head as close as possible to the base of the neck. 
Flee. When you are at a safe distance from 
the enemies' village and near a river or 
stream, slit the head at the back from 
the base of the neck to the crown. 
Peel the skin from the skull and save 
it. Throw the skull and brains into the 
river as a sacrifice to the spirit of the 
anaconda. Turn the face inside out and 
remove all fatty tissue. 

Tie a jungle fibre rope to the top of the 
head through an incision. Lower the head into a 
pot of hot water and chinchipi plant juice. 


Simmer for up to two hours, taking care not to 


leave in too long as then the hair will fall out. 


correctness has made most museums coy 
about their holdings. For instance, the Royal 
Ontario Museum allegedly has two heads, 
but will neither confirm nor deny this. 


MEETINC DEMAND 


Nineteenth-century travellers began to take 
an interest in the heads as souvenirs, paying 
one musket for every specimen. The Shuar 
enthusiastically upgraded their weaponry 
from bows and arrows to firearms. 
Headhunting was outlawed in the 1920s, but 
the knowledge was kept alive by shrinking 
animal heads, particularly sloths which are 
considered distant human ancestors in 
Shuar mythology, but also objects of 
scorn. However, Jamieson learned from a 
missionary when he was in Shuar territory 
that heads were stil being reaped and 
reduced well into the 1950s. 

Demand for the grisly trophies provoked a 
brisk trade in made-for-market counterfeits: 
heads, sometimes of Europeans or other 
foreigners, that had been shrunk by Shuar 
artistry but divorced from the ceremonial 
context. “Even in the Nineties,’ said 
Jamieson, “discreet and persistent inquiries 
can still uncover shrunken heads down 
there [in South America]. I saw two of them 
- old, grey-haired Spanish guys - definitely 
not the work of the Shuar.” 

Jamieson obtained the shrunken head of a 
white man, nicknamed “Dr Livingstone", 
after a call from Kitchener, Ontario. “A guy 
was married to a woman from Ecuador and 
her family had it in Colombia. I bought it off 


This extracts the skin's natural oils and the head 
shrinks to about two-thirds of its previous size. 
After cooling, thread a length of 
flexible vine around the base of 
the severed neck to hold the 
opposing sides apart and 
restore it to its original 
shape. Sew up the back 
of the neck and the eyelids 
with fibre and seal the lips 

with three bamboo pegs. 

Insert one or two hot pebbles into the 
neck cavity and whirl the head around by the 
hair to keep the stones from burning the flesh. 
Repeat many times with freshly-heated stones 
and then with hot sand when the aperture 


GIVING HEAD: Two Shuar tribesmen examine one of their tsantas 


them sight unseen; they mailed it to me." 
National Geographic recounted the story of 
the shrunken head trade in their issue of 
October 1921. A tale was told of a red-headed 
white man who had travelled into the 
Ecuadorian Amazon in search of a shrunken 
head. He never returned. Months later, the 
shrunken head of a white man made its way 
out onto the open market. Had the aspiring 
collector himself become the collected? 
Some speculated that his red hair had 
brought a higher price. Two muskets? (f) 


DH BIERY 


becomes too small for stones. This takes about 

20 hours, over 3-7 days, and is usually 
completed in the home village. 

Throughout the shrinking process, 

the loose facial skin must be 

constantly moulded and kneaded 

with flat heated stones so that the 

features do not become distorted. 

Finally, singe off the fine facial hair 

and blacken the face with charcoal to 

ensure that the spirit of the slain 

enemy cannot see its way out to torment 

the living or the deceased ancestors. Hang the 

shrunken head in the smoke of a fire to dry and 

cure. After hardening is complete, wash the 

head and rub it to make it shine. 


Drop in on Bill Jamieson's 
web site: 
www.head-hunter.com/ 

Or write to him at Golden 
Chariot Productions, 270 
Adelaide St West, Toronto, 
Ontario, Canada M5H 1X6 
- he's in the market for 
more heads! 


Additional material came 
from ‘Hunting the Shrink’ 
by Caroline Alexander 
(Independent magazine, 
27 Aug 1994); ‘Collecting 
Heads no Shrinking 
Business’ by Antonio 
Tedesco; ‘Weirder than 
Taxidermy’ by Stephen 
Smith (Toronto Life, April 
1996); and ‘Searching for 
Head Hunters’ by David 
Menzies (Financial Post 
Magazine, April 1997). 
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SAUCERHEADS I KNOW WHAT I LIKE 


EDWARD TRAQUINO 
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HERE COMES THE BACKLASH 


BRUCE WRICHT concentrates on CSICOP's fund-raising drive to boost their coffers and 
their latest attempt to redress the balance in television's portrayal of the unexplained 


n the wake of America's continuing 
X-Files-fuelled fascination with various 
paranormal piffle and after the most 
saucer-stuffed summer of 30 years 
or more, a backlash was perhaps 
inevitable. The saucerheads' grimmest 
enemies, the Committee for the Scientific 
Investigation of Claims of the Paranormal 
(CSICOP), are threatening to turn up the 
heat in their cold war against the 
entrenched forces of Belief by swaying the 
planet's media empires back in the direction 
of CSICOP-approved truth. 


As a good fortean, of course, I feel no 
obligation to take sides in this struggle, 
preferring instead to toss overripe fruit at 
the players. It should be noted, however, 
that the "skepticism" practised by CSICOP 
often bears little relation to the more genial 
sort seen in journals such as Skeptic and the 
magazine you now hold in your hands; nor 
does the Committee, despite their name, 
actually dirty their hands with investigation. 

Instead, CSICOP and their house organ, 
the Skeptical Inquirer, are best known for 


debunkery from a distance, featuring the sort of fevered rhetoric 
employed by its leading persecutor of saucerheads, the redoubtable 
Phil Klass, who once rather famously compared ufology to Soviet 
propaganda — you know, a dangerous rot in the republic’s heart. 
CSICOP's brand of apocalyptic bombast, so reminiscent of that 
practised by America's right-wing radio commentators, wounds 
the more Kleenex-skinned of our saucerheads deeply. So deeply, in 
fact, that most seem not to notice that, by almost any measurable 
standard, their enemies are losing the battle. 

CSICOP's crusade against the irrational is waged largely through 
the mass media, and has benefited from the support of second-rank 
celebrities such as Methuselan entertainer Steve Allen and the 
late television personality and occasional scientist Carl Sagan. 
More importantly the press have come to rely on CSICOP for a 
dismissive quote on any paranormal-tinged story, thus providing 
that all-important ping-pong of opinions which lazy newspersons 
like to call “balance.” Despite their best efforts to arbitrate reality for 
the rest of us, however, CSICOP's public profile and political clout in 
the Land of the Free remain somewhat inferior to those of the 
Benevolent Protective Order of Elks. The misguided masses go on 
inquiring after one another's astrological signs and the last time I 
looked, US cable TV remained chock-a-block with ads for psychic 
hotline services. 

Like all self-important, humourless people, CSICOP can be 
deeply, richly funny. Witness their glorious fund-raising letter 
of 1996, now enshrined on the Anomalist website 
http://cloud9.net/~patrick/anomalist/ 

“CSICOP may be one of the last bulwarks against a future where 
children will grow up believing that they’re alien transplants [sic]... 
[In] a TV-saturated world where aliens supposedly abduct millions 
of people, a 14-year-old girl in Louisville, Kentuky, came to believe 
that she was an alien.” Good Lord! Where’s my chequebook? 

CSICOP seem to be constantly railing against television, 
particularly the tabloidish “reality programming” that has brought 
us such delights as the alien autopsy. The Committee's deep 
humanitarian concern for youth at the mercy of TV's "torrent of 
foolishness" has prompted an ambitious campaign, as announced in 
the May/June 1997 number of the Inquirer. Through its donor- 
funded Council for Media Integrity, CSICOP plans to invest in 
America's major media conglomerates, including Time-Warner and 
Disney, to carry their battle against unapproved belief into the 
boardrooms of the mighty. 

One might wonder just how shiny a piece of change will be 
required to sway some of Earth's largest transnational corporations, 
but no matter; the Committee's goals are relatively modest: ^We are 
not, of course, asking that TV producers not run these shows," says 
CSICOP's chairman Paul Kurtz. “We only ask that they provide 
some balance and some appreciation of the scientific approach." 

D 'Trull of the Parascope website http://www.parascope.com/, 
however, writes that CSICOP has "proposed mandatory disclaimers 
for documentary-style programming on the paranormal, labelling it 
plainly as speculation for entertainment purposes.” That should 
save the credulous masses. 

The science fiction writer AE Van Vogt once articulated a theory, 
later embraced by Colin Wilson, concerning the so-called Right 
Man syndrome. Van Vogt, a former colleague of L Ron Hubbard, 
had noted a certain dynamic yet fragile personality type, almost 
invariably male, in which a manic need to feel that one’s actions 
are perfectly justified and correct at all times assumes supreme 
importance. To challenge any aspect of a Right Man’s worldview is, 
to him, an insufferable attack on his self-esteem, to be met with 
whatever vitriol might be required to still the threat. Throughout 
their chequered history, CSICOP have demonstrated this quality in 
abundance. However deluded and tiresome our saucerheads might 
be, some of them at least are driven by the conviction that 
they have had unique and important experiences. CSICOP by 
contrast, seem motivated primarily by a simple joy in their own 
unassailable rightness. 


-A/A BRUCE WRIGHT IS A PUZZLED FORTEAN AND POP-CULTURE 
HISTORIAN LIVING IN AUSTIN TEXAS. N/GHTWALKERS, HIS 


BOOK, WAS PUBLISHED IN 1995 BY TAYLOR PUBLISHING. 


ITS ART FOR FOLK’S SAKE 


The surreal excesses of innovative art and the artistic efforts of those touched by paranormal 
experience share the same well-spring in the imagination, argues ROD DICKINSON 


mages of the Otherworld and the 

supernatural are legion in art history. 

The secular 20th century has also 

produced an abundance of artists 

whose work draws upon occult ideas or 
the paranormal. “The Inner Eye’, a recent 
touring exhibition, brought together some of 
these representations, alongside artefacts 
and photographs associated with a variety of 
spirit and paranormal phenomena [see 
FT98:59]. Art works and fortean artifacts 
were presented without differentiation, as 
equally legitimate ways to approach or 
render the spiritual and the invisible. In 
this context, the issue of whether the fortean 
artifacts on display were the result of 
otherworldly intervention, or — as in the case 
of the spirit photographs - crude double 
exposures, became irrelevant. 

While this exhibition dealt with a 19th- 
century conception of other dimensions and 
realms, across the Atlantic the Huntington 
Beach Art Centre in California recently 
showed ‘Are We Touched? Identities from 
Outer Space’, an exhibition assembled on a 
similar premise to “The Inner Eye’, an 
anthropological exploration of UFO culture 
bringing together contemporary art and 
UFO groups. Among the participants were 
Heaven’s Gate and drawings by Allagash 
abductee Chuck Rak. 


ROD DICKINSON 


NCOUNTER? Photo of Rod Dickinson's sighting over the 
Chilbolton Observatory, Hampshire, taken on 26 April 1996 


THE MANDALA-LIKE IMACE 
OF THE FLYINC SAUCER HAS 
A POWERFUL RESONANCE 
IN HUMAN CULTURE 


Both these exhibitions traced that folkloric process where real 
events are transformed into myth and myths are made real - a 
process permeating many aspects of the fortean field via abundant 
visual representations. Surprisingly, it is all but ignored by 
researchers. Yet much of the visual iconography of ufology is 
composed of photographs and artifacts that owe more to creative 
acts of the imagination than evidence of alien intervention, from 
George Adamski and Daniel Fry to Billy Meier and Ed Walters. 
Contemporary contributors to the genre include Doug Bower (crop 
circles) and Ray Santilli & Co. (dead aliens). 

Exhibitions like these allow this persistent and clandestine type 
of creative endeavour to be appraised alongside more conventional 
art works and without resort to that reductive ufological diagnosis of 
‘hoax or genuine’. The continuity, often over decades, of some of 
these scurrilous deeds perpetrated by individuals who invest a 
large amount of time and imagination, often with little to gain, 
apparently defies explanation. But, considered as an. elusive and 
esoteric branch of folk art, it begins to make a lot more sense. 
Imagine Adamski, Walters et al with their homemade flying saucer 
models - one of Walter's was found in his house - with camera, 
invisible strings, blackout curtains and double exposures. Mediums 
were using the very same techniques to produce spirit photographs 
at the beginning of the century. Both subjects were propelled, 
additionally, by photography's ability to simultaneously connect 
and disconnect the viewer with reality.' 

The mandala-like image of the flying disc (itself based on a 
misunderstanding of Kenneth Arnold’s original sighting in 1947) 
has such a resonance in human culture that Carl Jung speculated 
that its origins probably lay within the imagination.? The disc or 
circle is also the main component of the crop circle phenomenon, 
which also has its committed practitioners who create the 
most spectacular designs that appear each year. As one of their 
number, I’m aware that we observe a rigid set of parameters and 
techniques ensuring the continuity of the phenomenon. 

Likewise it is possible to view the collective body of drawings 
made by abductees as a similar type of folk art, whatever the origin 
of their experiences. 

Forays into other fortean areas have also been made by American 
artist Jeffrey Vallance, whose images of simulacra which occasion- 
ally appear in Fortean Times, leave us unable to distinguish between 
artifice and reality; and Doc Shiels, whose sea monster photographs 
have much in common with the aforementioned UFO images. 
These art forms inspire a range of transfiguring interpretation and 
perception. Elevated from beyond their prosaic origins, they are 
deposited in the realm of miracles and otherworldly intervention. 

This kind of artistic activity has also had a direct influence on 
conventional art practice — many of the surrealists and symbolist 
artists were influenced by 19th-century occult doctrines and 
paranormal phenomena; from CW Leadbeater’s illustrations of 
“thought forms’ to the technique of automatic writing? 

While mostly outside the parameters of conventional art practice, 
this type of folk art embraces that rich vein of mythology occupied 
by the trickster. Far from being a cynic or a sceptic, the trickster, 
from shamanic cultures to our own, has punctuated history with lies 
and deceptions. The resulting collision of genuine and fake, artifice 
and reality, has created a paradoxical twilight reality that is the 
arena of strange phenomena. Artists have found and populated this 
arena for decades, perhaps even centuries, regularly producing 
representations which, at their best, are visionary works of art. 


^m ROD DICKINSON IS AN ARTIST WHO HAS RECENTLY EXHIBITED 
AT THE CCA, GLASGOW, HBAC, CALIFORNIA AND IN THE 
FIELDS OF WILTSHIRE 


FOOTNOTES 


1 Tom Gunning. 
‘Phantom Images and 
Modern Manifestations’, 
in Fugitive Images 
From Photography to 
Video 1995, Indiana 
University Press. 


2 CG Jung. Flying 
Saucers: A Modern 
Myth of Things Seen In 
The Sky 1959, RKP. 


3 Examples of both 
Leadbeater's thought 
forms and automatic 
writing were included 
in ‘The Inner Eye’ 
exhibition. 
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MOTION TRACKER 


IT'S NOTTHE REAL THING 


Just because you're dead, there's no reason why you shouldn't star in a Hollywood movie, 
argues STEVE HOLLAND - the technical wizards can reanimate the coldest of careers 


he biggest disaster movie of the 
year is truly the biggest disaster, 
as far as 20th Century Fox and 
Paramount are concerned. Their 
huge summer dollar-generator, 
Titanic, failed to sink on time despite 
the efforts of just about every computer 
effects house on the west coast. So the 
Titanic doesn't sail until 19 December, 
missing out on that summer regatta 
Hollywood so adores. Other companies 
rubbed their hands with glee as one of their 
biggest rivals stayed in dry dock, leaving 
the coast clear for other hits to benefit 
from the newly-cleared sea lanes. Who said 
Speed 2: Cruise Control? Was that you at the 
back? Yeah, you with the sharpened wit... 

But when it puts to sea, Titanic is going 
to be one film you must see. I promise you, 
director James Cameron has not let this 
delay go to waste and is busy clocking up 
more effects. The latest? Putting plumes of 
foggy breath in the mouths of his actors. 
This is going to make real life look as fake 
as an Ed Wood movie. 

And it won't stop there, because Cameron 
is at the speartip of the latest CGI 
phenomenon: the synthespian. Fully- 
realised actors with computer geek fathers 
and software mothers. Cameron is readying 
Avatar at Digital Domain, one of the leading 
CGI superstores which Cameron co-found- 
ed. You want futuristic supermetal-morph- 
ing Terminators? Here's where you shop. 
You want to pop a reflection on his liquid 
metal body? No problem. Digital dinosaurs? 
Old hat! But the technology - much of it 
developed by rivals Industrial Light and 
Magic - used in morphing and for giving 
dinos realistic looking skin is the next step 
in creating those complex bundles of wet- 
ware and muscles we call human beings. 

The problem has always been that 
because we're so used to seeing people, we 
can spot a fake a mile off. Motion capture is 
Boing to do away with much of that 
problem. You take a template — say, an actor 
walking towards you — and you cover them 
with dots. These dots are your reference 
points. Paste in your CGI character over the 
top who also has the same dots and tell your 
computer to match them up (this is the 
simplified version, you understand) Now 
you have your animated character walking 
towards you with realistic movement, body 
Swaying slightly, hair blowing in the breeze, 
clothing creasing and uncreasing as their 
legs scissor. 

It’s not much of a giant mental leap 
beyond that to have Marilyn Munroe 
approaching, or Albert Einstein, or Deputy 
Dawg if you really want. You use old films to 
capture their body language and you won't 
know the difference. But before you start 
thinking that Pm two long sleeves away 
from the Funny Farm, they're making a new 
George Burns movie. 

Yeah, George Burns, the guy who died in 
1996 Shortly after his 100th birthday. Burns, 
Star of fantasies Oh, God! and 18 Again, 
began appearing in movies back in the 
1920s with his Vaudeville partner Gracie 


MOVIE STORE COLLECTION 


LIFE AFTER DEATH: Digital processing has the power to grant actors a hard-working stab at immortality 


Allen. Later he was probably best known for that tricky talent 
of chewing his cigar while wearing a golfing cap, and, during the 
last decade of his life, for being nearly 100 - joining 56,000 other 
centenarians in the fastest growing age group in America. 

The film is Everything's George, which went before the cameras 
on 24 August. Its not quite live-action: the template (an actor per- 
forming several hundred expressions) will be digitally transferred 
onto a clay model of Burns head so that a clay George can play an 
angel who comes back to Earth to earn his wings. 

Burns voice will be recreated by Frank Gorshin, the Riddler from 
the original Batman 'TV series, who will also film expressions so 
that the clay Burns is brought more realistically to life. 

It's the next step up from having Steve McQueen advertise your 
car. And its not just George Burns' estate that writer-director Scott 
Lane has been talking to. Also mixed up in the plot (the real story 
is about a woman - played by Julie Carmen - who steals Fidel 
Castro's stash of Cuban cigars to help finance a revolution) will be 
WC Fields, Jack Benny and even Elvis Presley as an angel. Boy, will 
that put the cat among the canaries who continue to sing about 
seeing the King. 

Of course, in his angel guise, Burns more accurately represents 
the dictionary meaning of the word avatar, although Cameron's 
use of the word as a film title is rapidly changing its meaning: any 
virtual creation is now being called an avatar. 

Cameron will write and direct the movie, which, with usual 
Cameron secrecy, is still under wraps. A loose corner in the 
cover revealed that Digital Domain were expecting 18 months of 
development just to get the synthespians right, and were then 
looking forward to another year or two of production after that. But 
the results, they say, will be realer-than-real images of dreams and 
nightmares. Once the technology is there, do you think Hollywood 
studios will continue paying $20million for flesh and bone talent? 
Why bother when the public have already shown they're willing to 
accept digital superstars like Lara Croft? 

After all, as Alfred Hitchcock once said: “Actors are cattle" — and 
virtual actors don't need an electric prod to get them out of 


their trailers. 


: Mm STEVE HOLLAND IS A FREELANCE WRITER, EDITOR AND 
1 MOVIE-MEDIA NEWSHOUND 
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We tend to think of millennial movements as Christian, but the Taliban of Afghanistan 
fit the prescription in every way, except that they are Islamic. MICHAEL CRIFFIN reports 


t is tempting to interpret the growth 
of the Taliban, led by an unknown, 
one-eyed ex-mujahid named Mullah 
Mohammed Omar as a spontaneous 
combustion of spiritual zeal and mass 
hysteria forging an army which thundered 
over all opposition towards an Islamic 
utopia. From a distance, the Taliban forces 
bore an uncanny resemblance to a horde, 
obeying no obvious pattern, hoovering up 
every vestige of power and garnering them 
into a storehouse of invincibility. 

There was no defined hierarchy, no goal 
beyond the creation of a ‘pure’ Islamic order 


` and the rank-and-file were acolytes, eyes 


ASSOCIATED PRESS 


dilated by faith. Of all the combatants in the 
civil war which has devoured Afghanistan 
since the Soviet withdrawal in 1989, the 
Taliban alone seemed aware of precisely 
what they were fighting for as they flung 
themselves down the road to Kabul, waving 
the white flag of jihad and yelling: “Allah o 
Akbar!" at a demoralised enemy. 


For the best part of four years, the south 
had been in the grip of a kind of Islamic 
samurai - gallant fighters fallen upon hard 
times since the end of the anti-Soviet jihad, 
but determined to fall no further. With 
the end of the Cold War, most mujahedin 
commanders had resorted to racketeering, 
opium-growing, arms deals or outright 
banditry to shore up their volatile enclaves. 

The avalanche which fell upon them 
started in spring 1994 when Mohammad 
Omar mobilised a group of taliban, or 
religious students, and killed a local 
commander who had raped two village 
women. By the time Kabul fell in September 
1996, the Taliban had taken control of 
two-thirds of Afghanistan, disarming local 
populations and imposing an interpretation 


of Islamic law that was both harsh in the extreme and comfortingly 

familiar to the Pashtun clans living in the east and south. 

A sixman council, appointed to run Kabul, announced the 
dismantling of roadblocks, the confiscation of all weapons, a crack- 
down on crime and drugs abuse and the strict seclusion of women. 
The Taliban declared that their intention was to purge Afghanistan 
of all mujahedin and communists “who have become killers, thieves 
and drug traffickers in the name of Islam’ and to end the looting, 
lawlessness and the abuse of women, which had been characterised 
by the post-Soviet regime". 

Women bore the brunt of this new puritanism, being forbidden 
to work or to walk about in public without a burkha, a tent-like 
covering with only a narrow panel of lace to look through. But 
Taliban policy went so far beyond traditional misogyny that it 
qualified as a kind of ‘gynzecophobia’ — official edicts stigmatised 
females as the the evil eye made omnipresent. They had to be 
covered, closeted and, where necessary, beaten to prevent yet more 
sin from being spewed into society. 

Part of this anxiety could be attributed to the Pashtun's highly- 
charged tribal rules under which girls embark on the perilous road 
to puberty at seven, when they are first sequestered from boys and 
men. In Kandahar, in particular, the custom of seclusion had given 
rise to a rich and colourful tradition of homosexuality, celebrated in 
poetry, dance and the practise of male prostitution. 

Men were also targeted by the Taliban edicts; replacing their 
western clothing with the shalwar kamees; growing long beards; 
shaving their pubic hair; being forced to pray in the mosque five 
times a day; and abandoning toothpaste in favour of the natural root 
which the Prophet favoured for dental hygiene. 

TV, kite-flying, the possession of homing pigeons, dancing, music, 
singing, chess, marbles and cigarettes were all suppressed in a 
series of radio edicts, whose increasing surrealism was crystallised 
in a ban on traders using paper as a wrapper, in case it was printed 
with words from the Koran and, later, defiled by being thrown away. 
It seems that Mohammad Omar's army, like some 19th-century 
millennarial movement, is taking on history itself. 

Who was - or is - the one-eyed mullah, Mohammed Omar? So 
little is known of him —- or so much had been purposefully 
discounted as a distraction from his value as a symbol - that all that 
we are left with are a few fogged impressions and a handful of 
conjecture. But as its presiding genius, this shadowy figure remains 
crucial to gauging the trajectory of the Taliban movement. 

Is he a second Mahdi, conjuring up the elemental ‘swarm-life’ of 
Central Asia's Muslims in a jihad that must constantly break new 
ground, or risk implosion? Or simply a modest, local hero who 
Shows his face only to admirers, lest the charm which brought 
about a badly-needed peace be somehow broken? How much of 
the plot has God revealed to the Leader of all the Faithful (Amir 
Al-Muminin), as he was annointed by acclamation in April 1996? 

_ His physical features are unknown outside of Kandahar, where he 
lives close to the great mosque and its sacred relic, the Cloak of the 
Prophet. He has been described as 38 years of age, unusually 
tall and with a ‘hawk-like, unrelenting’ gaze in his sole remaining 
eye. He assiduously cultivates this air of enigma, in a refusal to be 
photographed or interviewed and by delegating all encounters with 
non-Afghans to colleagues or underlings. 

Despite his near-messianic status among the Taliban, however, he 


.is not a scholar. *He has not much religious knowledge," according 


to the governor of Kandahar. But another associate added: 
"Whatever our rank, when we come before him, we consider 
ourselves as just a simple mujahid." 

One month after the fall of Kabul — as western diplomats 
pondered the paradox of such a draconian force restoring peace to 
the shattered, but still secular, capital — the Mullah's personal 
secretary gave an interview to an Arabic magazine. 

For us," he said, *consultation is not necessary... We abide by the 
Amir's views, even if he alone takes this view... There will not be a 
Head of State. Instead, there will be an Amir Al-Muminin.” 


3, MICHAEL GRIFFIN HAS BEEN A REGULAR VISITOR TO 
AFGHANISTAN SINCE 1994 AND HIS BOOK ON THE TALIBAN, 


REAPING THE WHIRLWIND, WILL BE PUBLISHED IN 1998 
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ABDUCTIONS 


ABDUCTEES IN THE DARK 


According to ufologist Derrel Sims, some alien abduction victims display fluorescence 
in their skin under ultraviolet light. "But could it be ringworm?" asks KEVIN McCLURE 


errel Sims is an enterprising ufol- 
ogist from Houston, Texas. He 
runs FIRST (the Fund for 
Interactive Research in Space 
Technology), and has done much, 
with his colleague Dr Roger Leir, to suggest 
that small indefinable items removed by 
Leir from alleged alien abductees in 1995 are 
actually implants placed there by aliens. 
Two years on, peer-reviewed publication of 
the analysis of these items is still awaited. 
Sims - always on the lookout for 
‘scientific’ evidence of abduction - has, 
using UV light, “discovered fluorescent 
markings on several areas of an abductee’s 
body, in about 5 per cent of the abduction 
cases he studied”. How he knew they were 
abductees in the first place isn’t clear, but 
the idea seems to have been around since 
early 1996. I hear that the black light test 
was demonstrated on attendees at the 
BUFORA Conference this year, and one UK 
abduction investigator reports using it, too. 
Researcher Eve Frances Lorgen makes 


clear her position as an abduction believer in 
Alien Encounters magazine: “The fluores- 
cent design marks found on abductees are 
probably some type of organic fluorescent 
label used by the mysterious ‘abduction 
handlers’ [..] Most of the fluorescence seen 
on post-abduction abductees are sub-dermal 
yellow-green, or bluish-lavender irregular 
Sploteh marks. This suggests a possible 
contamination of the fluophore used as 
markers by the aliens..." 

Great stress is placed on the abductees’ 
fluorescence being ‘sub-dermal’ - it doesn't 
rub off the surface of the skin - but 
the alternative explanations for that 
phenomenon just aren't set out. 
Straightforward research, conducted with 
the assistance of professionals from ASKE 
(the Association for Skeptical Enquiry), 
established the selectivity of Lorgen's 
presentation. She mentions "fungi" without 
being Specific, and doesn't explain that one 
of the medical uses of black light is to detect 
fungal infections of the human skin, such as 
ringworm. Or that infections do not rub off. 


One internet article headed ‘Have you had a close encounter — 
keep a black light lamp at home’ speculates that the fluorescence 
on a woman was caused by her holding a ‘hybrid’ human/alien 
baby. A GP gave his opinion: “UV light is used in dermatological 
investigations to show up skin disease invisible to (or difficult to see 
with) the naked eye - fungal infections (eg ringworm) are common 
causes of skin fluorescence under UV, so they are prime candidates. 
I would hazard a guess that the woman who “had red fluorescent 
marks, inside her palms, on her neck and face, where one would 
expect a close contact holding a baby’ might have been showing up 
ringworm from holding, say, an infected cat... Of the two theories — 
alien abduction vs ringworm - I'd choose the latter any day!" 

A Lecturer in skin bioengineering with a department of 
dermatology at a UK university commented that “the use of black 
light (UV) illumination is a standard diagnostoic confirmatory test 
for the presence of fungal infection in the skin. The fungal hyphze 
fluoresce in a very characteristic and obvious way. Also other skin 
components exhibit fluorescence, for example Stratum corneum 
(look at dandruff in a UV illuminated disco, for example) and 
collagenous proteins. Clearly the use of testing for aliens is absurd." 

Lorgen's claim that “fluorescence has also been reported on muti- 
lated cattle [.] some mutilated cattle associated with UFO 
activity are thought to be pre-marked before surgical excisions”, 
looks like part of the animal mutilation myth, so often used to 


support the argument for the abduction of humans. But the 
Oxford Textbook of Medicine (3rd edition, 1995) suggests another 
explanation, saying that “Anzerobes such as Bacteroides 
melanogenicus in wounds and ulcers fluoresce red”. Now, anzerobes 
are organisms - like the tetanus bacteria which survive 
underground - that live without air. Melanogenicus are species of 
bacteria found in the mouth, feeces, infections of the mouth, soft 
tissue, respiratory tract, urogenital tract and intestinal tract. 

Perhaps Lorgen - and Sims - hadn't considered that mutilated 
cattle will be wounded and possibly ulcerated, too, and that 
being left out in the open, their wounds are likely to contain a 
variety of bacteria. Such organisms could display completely 
natural fluorescence under UV light, as do blood and urine in some 
circumstances. 

Sims thinks, apparently, that he's found a fluorescent triangle, 
crescent and Mandelbrot shape on his abductees, but shapes can 
easily be found in fluorescence, and given all the possible causes for 
it on, or in, the human skin, the 5 per cent sample might be nothing 
unusual The increasingly desparate search for a physical, or 
scientific, ‘proof’ of abduction will undoubtedly continue, but I 
doubt that ‘black light’ will prove that illuminating. 


f KEVIN McCLURE EDITS THE INVESTIGATIVE NEWSLETTER 
oe ABDUCTION WATCH AND WROTE THE FORTEAN TIMES BOOK OF 
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ON THE TRAIL 


SUITS YOU, SIR! 


As the debate about the 1967 Patterson Bigfoot rumbles on, the Hollywood makeup artist at the 
centre of it comes clean, saying: “I was good, but not that good." LOREN COLEMAN probes 


s FT readers know, the world's 
best-known image of Bigfoot is 
from the film taken by Roger 
Patterson at Bluff Creek, 
California, on 20 October 1967. 
Most recently the world of Bigfootery has 
been shaken and divided by a debate about 
whether the creature was a man in an ape- 
suit and whether this was a set-up, a trick 
played upon Patterson and his Bigfoot 
hunting colleague Bob Gimlin — see my 
column ‘Planet of the Ape Suits’ in FT86:38. 

For some time, gossip has floated around 
the Hollywood special effects and Bigfoot 
hunting communities that John Chambers, 
an Academy-Award winning special effects 
man, was responsible for the hoax. It all 
peaked last October - timed to the 30th 
anniversary of the filming — when press 
accounts around the world repeated the 
allegation of Chambers’ involvement. For 
example, the report in the London Sunday 
Telegraph for 19 October 1997, was entitled 
‘Hollywood Admits to Bigfoot Hoax’. In it, 
news reporters Mike Lewis and Tim Reid 
declared: “A piece of film, which for 30 years 
has been regarded as the most compelling 
evidence for the existence of Bigfoot, the 
North American ‘abominable snowman’, is a 
hoax, according to new claims. John 
Chambers, the man behind the Planet of the 
Apes films and the elder statesman of 
Hollywood's ‘monster-makers’, has been 
named by a group of Hollywood make-up 
artists as the person who faked Bigfoot. In 
an interview with Scott Essman, an 
American journalist, the veteran Hollywood 
director John Landis revealed ‘a make-up 
secret only six people know’. Landis said: 
‘That famous piece of film of Bigfoot 
walking in the woods that was touted 
as the real thing was just a suit made by 
John Chambers.’ He said he learned the 
information while working alongside 
Chambers on Beneath the Planet of the Apes 
in 1970... Howard Berger, of Hollywood’s 
KNB Effects Group, said it was common 
knowledge within the film industry that 
Chambers was responsible for a hoax that 
turned Bigfoot into a world-wide cult. 
Mike McCracken Jr, a make-up artist and 
associate of Mr Chambers, said: “Pd say 
with absolute certainty that John was 
responsible.” 

Unfortunately for Lewis and Reid, had 
they checked with Chambers himself they 
would have learned firsthand and by 
his own admission that he was “good but not 
good enough” to have made anything nearly 
as convincing as the Bigfoot seen in the 
Bluff Creek film footage. 

At lpm on Sunday, 26 October 1997, an 
associate of mine interviewed John 
Chambers, who presently lives in seclusion 
in southern California retirement. During a 
very co-operative interview, the veteran 
Hollywood make-up artist said he had no 
prior knowledge of Roger Patterson or Bob 
Gimlin before their famous Bigfoot 
encounter of October 1967. Today, Chambers 
is a sad figure, fragile and ageing, but 
he spoke strongly about the so-called 


‘Chambers Bigfoot suit? rumour. He said explicitly that he never 
made or designed the infamous suit that had been his dubious claim 
to fame. 

Needless to say, John Chambers seemed unaware of the extent of 
the debate that has swirled around the Patterson film for the past 
three decades. He is oblivious to the world of Bigfoot dramas. His 
world has been Hollywood movies - not Bigfoot — and Hollywood 
lives are mostly driven by a spiking need for importance which 
thrives on half-truths. It is this that makes Hollywood the rumour 
mill it is. It is in this environment that the Chambers’ Bigfoot suit 
rumour survived and grew, mushrooming into wild allegations and 
innuendo. 

If Chambers is guilty of anything it is of allowing his peers to 
believe he was capable of creating the realistic Bigfoot seen in the 
Patterson Film and never bothering to set the record straight. 


GOT A LIGHT MAC? John Chambers talks to John Landis in Rick Baker's ape suit on the set of Schlock 


Much that has been written about this episode has been based on 
supposition, with no factual basis except the sly grin of an ego- 
driven man. The movie director John Landis, an early associate of 
Chambers, has claimed repeatedly that Chambers made the 
Patterson suit and helped shoot the film. For years people have 
pointed to Landis as the person from whom they heard this story, 
not Chambers. Chambers, however, says the only Bigfoot he made 
was the ‘Burbank Bigfoot’, a large stone prop made in imitation of a 
real Bigfoot-type creature, used for a carnival tour. He affirms he did 
not make the Patterson Bigfoot. 

John Chambers, a shell of his former grand character, now 
evokes pity and pathos. He is a warm man whose life has lost its 
meaning. After leaving his presence, the interviewer broke into 
tears of relief and sadness at the prospects of Chambers’ future. 
He never did what his peers thought he did and, to bring closure to 
this issue, he was happy to set the record straight. Mention of these 
tears is justified as a reminder to the Bigfoot community not to 
forget its humanity in its quest to be so scientific. The Chambers’ 
rumour has nothing to do with cryptozoology and everything to do 
with Hollywood's rumour mills. 

Another tragedy is that the shadowy legacy of this rumour has 
left a black mark on the 30th anniversary of the Bluff Creek film and 
the roles of two sincere and credible men, Roger Patterson and Bob 
Gimlin. It is time to look again the Patterson Bigfoot footage. 


j; jes LOREN COLEMAN IS A CRYPTOZOOLOGIST, UNIVERSITY 
PROFESSOR AND THE AUTHOR OF CURIOUS ENCOUNTERS 


(1985) AND TOM SLICK AND THE SEARCH FOR THE YETI (1989). 
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WEDDING 
OMEN 


CN Satterthwaite's 
letter about his 
parents' spooky clock 
[FT103:51] reminds me 
of a similar incident on 
my wedding day. The 
service was a civil one 
with all the bells and 
whistles, so | was 
dressed in frock coat, 
fancy waistcoat and 
fob watch. The watch 
was one | had used 
daily for over a year. 
We said our vows and 
signed the register at 
about 12:20 and 

then went on to the 
reception. It wasn't 
until after the 
speeches that | noticed 
that my watch — which 
was working perfectly 
in the morning — had 
stopped dead on 
12:21. Thankfully, 
this particular 
manifestation of 
timepieces' 
synchronicitous 
behaviour has proved 
less tragic; we have 
been happily married 
for three months 

so far! 


ANDY CATES 


Bristol 
andygates@virgin.net 
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MARK SPAIN 


LETTERS 


EVP RESEARCH 


was interested in Jürgen 
É Heinzerling's article on the 
Electronic Voice Phenomenon 
[FT104:26]. Readers might be inter- 
ested to know about the EVP & 
Transcommunication Society, the 
only one of its kind in the British 
Isles, which I founded a year ago. 
We publish a quarterly newsletter 
and offer a cassette tape, “History 
& Method of the EVP”, which 
includes samples of voices received 
by the foremost researchers in 
Britain, including George Gilbert 
Bonner and Raymond Cass. It also 
explains how to begin experiment- 
ing. Anyone joining the Society 
before the end of the year will 
receive (while stocks last) a free 
record of Constantin Raudive’s 
voices donated by our Honorary 
President, Colin Smythe (who 
translated and published Raudive’s 
book Breakthrough in 1971). Details 
of membership can be obtained by 
writing to the Society at: “An Teac 
na Pol", Rossnagreena, Glengarriff, 
Co. Cork, Ireland. 
JUDITH CHISHOLM 
London 


RULE WAVELAND! 


our article ‘How to Start Your 

Own Country’ [FT98:34] 

mentioned countries which 
have been started for somewhat 
dubious purposes (for example, to 
provide tax dodges or diplomatic 
immunity). The environmental 
action group Greenpeace started its 
own country, Waveland, a few days 
after campaigners Al, Meike and 
Peter landed on Rockall in the 
Atlantic. This country has been 
formed to “defend Nature, reform 
industrialism, protect the global 
commons and secure peace”. Fine 
and noble goals indeed! This is all 
part of the current Greenpeace 
campaign to protect the Atlantic 


OR FAX US ON 0171 485 5002; 


Frontier from oil exploration. In 
order to stop increasing climate 
change, we need to make more use 
of renewable forms of energy 
instead of drilling for more oil. 
Waveland was launched on 18 
June 1997, with typical Greenpeace 
flair and humour. Four grandly 
attired ambassadors set up a mobile 
passport booth outside the Foreign 
Office. I believe several MPs have 
now become Waveland passport 
holders. Anybody can become a 
Waveland citizen. Passports are 
available for the price of a donation 
of at least £2 plus a photograph, 
sent to Greenpeace headquarters in 
London. At the best these passports 
represent a brave attempt to save 
our environment, and at the very 
least they make an interesting 
conversation piece. 
KJ KIMBERLY 
Dagenham, Essex 


HOT CASH 


’m a professional writer of 
| vampire novels by trade and was 

a guest speaker at Dracula ‘97, a 
convention celebration marking 
the 100th anniversary of Stoker’s 
creation. It took place at the Westin 
Hotel near Los Angeles 
International Airport on 15-17 
August 1997. I was in the hotel’s 
courtesy van to the airport on 
Sunday the 17th at about 5pm, 
conversing with two other home- 
ward-bound attendees from the 
convention. The van had bench- 
style seating running along the 
sides and the fourth passenger, a 
nicely dressed shaven headed man 
in his forties who later identified 
himself as “Skip”, sat opposite us. 

A couple of minutes after we left 
from the hotel, Skip pulled out his 
wallet; I guess his purpose was to 
see that he had a dollar or so for the 
driver's tip, since Pd done the 
same earlier with my purse. As he 
unfolded his wallet - made of black 


CONTACT US... BY POST BOX 2409, LONDON NW5 4NP, UK; 


OR E-MAIL TO sievekingGforteantimes.com 


leather and when opened flat 
measured about 7x8in (18x20cm) — 
the revealed surface abruptly burst 
into flames. The four of us were 
too astonished to do anything but 
goggle as the thing blazed away, the 
flames leaping 5-10in (13-26cm) for 
about 10 seconds. 

The burning effect was similar to 
that of petrol on concrete. It died 
away and Skip, who’d held the 
wallet in his hands like a book, 
staring the whole time with the rest 
of us, slapped it shut. I finally said: 
“Okay, how did you do it?” 

Skip was too engrossed in his 
wallet to reply. He appeared to be 
as surprised as the rest of us and 
gingerly examined the contents. 
Nothing whatever was even singed. 
His paper cash was intact and the 
credit cards unmelted. There was 
not the least sign of a fire. 

I plied my question again, adding 
the observation that I could smell 
lighter fluid, which was confirmed 
by the young man seated next to 
me, who also caught a whiff of the 
stuff. Skip’s reply was a shrug, for 
he appeared embarrassed to be the 
object of such attention. I asked if 
he smoked, thinking he had a small 
lighter in the wallet that had leaked. 
He said he did not and I noted that 
the wallet was too flat to conceal 
such an item. 

I then asked if he might be a pro- 
fessional magician with some flash 
paper he’d placed in the thing and 
forgotten. Such paper catches fire 
from friction and burns fast, leaving 
little residue. I was looking for 
paper during the blaze, but saw 
none. Skip introduced himself 
then, saying that he was not a 
magician and was in fact on his way 
to Reno, Nevada, to give a talk ata 
motivational seminar there. 

The van’s driver was certainly 
aware of what had occurred for his 
gaze was more directed at the rear 
view mirror that the road and he 
was a bit wide-eyed about the whole 
thing. We eventually arrived safe at 
the airport and went our several 
ways. Unless Skip was an actor of 
uncommon skill, I quite believe 
that he knew no more of how his 
wallet caught fire than the rest of 
us. Perhaps other readers might be 
moved to shed some light on this? 

PAT ELROD 
Fort Worth, Texas 


RURAL COVER UP 


n reply to the letter from Mark 
Kite [FT97:52] the disc-shaped 
object in the “stacked bales” 
photo is quite obviously a pile of 
waste from the harvesting process 
under a black plastic tarpaulin, 
which is a rather common sight 
when travelling through the 
countryside. 2 
SIMON CLABBY 
Chippenham, Wiltshire 


FACE UP TO IT: Dr Sergiusz Taras 


or religious simulacrum as it appeared on the t 


NATURAL ICON 


143 miles (230km) in circumference, the largest 

natural forest in the region. In his 1925 book 
Spiritual Treasures of Bialowieza Forest, the forester, 
occultist and ecologist Metodiusz Romanow maintains 
that the area is a special focus for spiritual energy. 

In June 1991 a rotten branch was cut from an old 
oak in the Palace Park in Bialowieza and an icon 
was apparent on the stump. According to Piotr 
Dworakowski, an Orthodox church chanter: “On the 
icon I saw Archangel Gabriel, a herald of unusual 


T he Bialowieza Forest in north-eastern Poland is 


icz with a representation of the acheropite 
? stump back in 1991 


OUT OF SIGHT, OUT OF MIND? Four years 


Gabr the image 


after the image of the Archangel 
n obscured by six coats of paint 


December that year, the presidents of Russia, Ukraine 


the Soviet Union. 


occurrences. Cn the lower part was a crowd of people 
running and over them Tsar Nicholas IL” In 


THE LIVING SAD 


as Dr Gail-Nina Anderson’s 
Ws “Fangs for the 

Memory" [FT103:49] a plea 
for tolerance or a clever attempt to 
hype the societies for the living 
sad? As a former Whitby resident, 
and someone who was there during 
the recent Dracula Convention, I 
can assure her that most Whitby 
folk do not consider them to be 
devil-worshipping, baby-sacrificing 
deviants, but a bunch of wallies 
who wouldn’t know a real vampire 
if it came up and bit them. 
Indeed, anyone with a genuine 
interest in Nosferatu will be sorely 
disappointed if they seek to join 
the ranks of these self-absorbed 
wannabe bloodsuckers. Speaking 
from personal experience, the main 
topic of conversation at their social 
gatherings is more likely to be the 
best place to purchase sparkly 
black nail polish, or coffin-shaped 
moneyboxes to adorn their 
groovy Gothic bedsits (resplendent 
with rubber bats and Christopher 
Lee posters). 

The representations of vampires 
and their kith and kin in world 
culture and mythology are as 
diverse in appearance and 
behaviour as the poseurs who ape 
them are uniform and predictable. 


If the Dracula or Vampyre 
societies are guilty of anything, 
it is of stereotyping an ageless, 
enduring myth, and of reducing 
this seductive, immortal predator 
to the status of a Halloween 
celebrant, complete with fake blood 
and plastic fangs. Regrettably, if 
rather blinkered members of the 
clergy accuse these bat-bores of 
Satanic shenanigans, it merely 
serves to give them a notoriety that 
they surely don’t deserve. 

CALLIE "MORTICIA" DANIELS 
London 


RAINBOW'S END 


n December 1996, I was travel- 
I: from Ripon to Durham, to 

visit a friend at the University 
there. My route took me by bus to 
Northallerton, and the afternoon 
was -bright and sunny, with 
occasional brief showers. Shortly 
after one of these showers, I saw a 
double rainbow, two perfect arcs. 
The brighter one appeared to have 
a distinct end in a nearby field, 
surrounded by a purple glow. 

Judging by the way the other 
passengers were looking at the 
field, they too could see what I 
could see — but this being England 
(and Yorkshire in particular) 


and Belorus met in the Hunter's Palace on the 
Belorussian side of the forest, six miles (9km) 
from the iconic oak tree, and signed an act dissolving 


Four years later, at the time of these photographs, 
the tree stump image was hardly visible because 
forest workers had painted over it six times. Many 
local people standing under the tree feel a huge wave 
of energy and have strange visions. On 30 April 1995 
witnesses heard voices coming from the top of the 
tree. Dowsers maintain that the oak stands on an 
intersection of high radiation underground streams. 


LESZEK AND PATRICK MATELA 
Bialystok, Poland 


nobody said anything. Now I know 
as well as anybody that the ‘myth’ 
of gold at the end of a rainbow is 
just that: a myth. And I’ve always 
assumed that rainbows do not, in 
fact, have ‘ends’ - certainly not 
ones which touch the ground. Or 
am I wrong? 
JONATHAN BALDWIN 
Ripon, North Yorkshire 
jonathan.baldwin@ukonline.co.uk 


THE CAT TURNED UP 


he reprint from the first 

| issue of your magazine 
summarising the 1973 Daily 
Express report to the effect that I 
sacrificed Long John Baldry's cat 
during a witchcraft ritual is untrue 


[FT100:33]. The pop singer who 


lived in Muswell Hill at the time, 


told the press that he believed his 
missing cat had been used in a 
“witchcraft ritual" in Highgate 
Woods. Nothing further appeared 
in the papers when the cat 
reappeared a couple of weeks later 
completely unscathed. No member 
of the British Psychic and Occult 
Society (of which I am President) 
has ever been involved in animal 
sacrifice. š 
DAVID FARRANT 
London 


REPTILIAN 
CORRECTION 


The 'albino' crocodile 
[FT101:34] is not an 
albino. Albino reptiles 
have red eyes and 
mustard-yellow marks 
where they'd normally 
be black. The animal 
pictured:is what's 
called ‘leucistic’. Its 
skin is pure white and 
the eyes are blue. | 
only know of six 
leucistic crocodilians 
here in the USA, and 
they're American 
Alligators, not 
crocodiles. 


AL LASHMIT 
colliden@juno.com 


ANOTHER 
SQUIRREL 
KING 


The mother of a friend 
of mine recently 
related the following 
story. Her dog, Tubbs, 
is a Labrador trained 
to retrieve things 
(normally frisbees or 
tennis balls) without 
harming them. 
Recently, in the 
depths of the 
Hampshire country- 
side, he brought back 
an unusual package. 
It consisted of a mass 
of writhing grey fur 
and blood. On closer 
inspection, it turned 
out to be a number of 
grey squirrels. These 
were immediately 
taken to the nearest 
vet. He discovered 
that the lump 
consisted of four grey 
squirrels whose tails 
had been caught in a 
bramble. One of the 
critters was dead and 
another had to be put 
down, but the other 
two were released 
back into the wild. 
[Editors’ note: For a 
recent ‘Squirrel King’ 
see FT104:11 ] 


COLIN WILKINSON 


colin@coiln 
wiliknison.clara.net.uk 
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CUTTINC THE 
CLOUDS 


In late summer 1996 
| witnessed an 
unusual phenomenon 
in Manor Park, near 
where | live in east 
London. It was a 
bright, warm day, with 
the only cloud (apart 
from a couple of solo 
fluffy bits) being a 
large mass overhead 
and towards the east. 
It looked as though a 
huge biscuit cutter 
had been twisted into 
the cloud and then 
removed, leaving a 
completely clear ring 
of sky. | figured that 
the cloud was pretty 
high, so this ring was 
at least half a mile in 
diameter. There was 
no sign of any aircraft 
in that part of the sky, 
nor was there anything 
else around to 
provide a reason for 
this event. 
After looking away for 
a few minutes | 
checked again, and it 
was still there, with 
only a slight change 
due to the light wind. 
Can anyone provide 
ideas or explanations 
for such an interesting 
and rather magnificent 
sight? 


STEPHEN ROUTLEY 
Forest Cate, London 


COMMUNAL 
NAUSEA 


Am | the only person 
who feels slightly ill 
whenever that dreaded 
phrase “The UFO 
community” is used? 


ANTHONY TURNER 
Tuxford, 
Nottinghamshire 
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neighbourhood. There 
seems to be many patrons 
frequenting the joint, which is 
hardly surprising. If you were 
trying to run a restaurant business 
would you call it *Goatsucker"? 
Isn't it interesting how this 
bit of contemporary folklore has 
infiltrated our bloated American 
culture of unbridled commercial- 
ism where representative image 
and material icon are the primary 
elements of consciousness for the 
average US citizen? 
DOMINIC MARKS 
Los Angeles, California 


BROTHERLY 
COMMUNICATIONS 


ig Brother is thinking that 
B: are talking behind his 

back. Far from introducing 
freedoms, new regulations seem to 
be surreptitiously appearing for 
mobile phone users: You must tell 
Big Brother who you are calling; you 
must tell him where you are calling 
from; and you must tell him what 
you have been talking about. 

I first became aware of mobile 
phone paranoia from a series of 
letters and articles in Nexus 
magazine. Big Brother has been 
logging which cell area your phone 
was in, all the time it was switched 
on, and, disturbingly, keeping the 
information on his computer. 

Paranoia took a huge leap forward 
when I read European EDN 
(Electronic Design News) of March 
1997. An article discussed the 
possibility of integrating a GPS 
satellite navigation receiver into a 
mobile phone. It then revealed that 
such a GPS phone system would 
be a requirement by law in the USA 
from 1999. 

Clearly GPS in a mobile phone 
is a very attractive gadget. A single 
device will send and receive 
messages and tell you exactly where 
you are. But the Big Brother feature 
of this system is that a standard 
mobile phone transmits its ID 
number every 15 minutes. The new 
GPS phone will also transmit its 
position accurate to 100ft (30m) as 
well. This is far more accurate than 
the present system which can only 
determine which cell area you are in. 

If the American Government were 
seeking to create paranoia, they 
are going about it in the right way. 
They did not announce that you 
have a new constitutional duty to 
inform them where you are every 
15 minutes, but in effect, a legal 
requirement for a GPS navigator in 
a phone is achieving this. 

I am left to wonder about those 
not fortunate enough to possess one 
of these new phones. Will they be 


COATSUCKER CRILL 


ere is a Latino “Greasy 
H eatery on the 
fringes of my Hollywood 
never 


required to contact Big Brother 
from a pay phone every 15 minutes, 
to tell him where they are? In fact, 
European EDN had done a 
surprising job of removing the 
flannel, oops - public relations — 
from legislation that is actually 
more complex. 

A more authoritative account is 
found in Lucent — Bell Labs 
Technical Journal. The correct 
“spin-doctored” presentation cen- 
tres around the difficulty in locating 
where a mobile phone is when it is 
used to make an emergency 911 
call. FCC docket 94-102 (12 June 
1997) introduces the concept of 
the (Enhanced) E-911 call routing 
System, and implements a two- 
phase timetable. The second phase 
is the one that matters. It calls for an 
operational accuracy of 125 meters 
for 67 per cent of all wireless 911 
calls, by 1 October 1999. 

Lucent's technical journal also 
explains that GPS will work in rural 
areas, but position-determining may 
fail if the user is in a building or 
urban area. Another method that 
achieves the same result, provided 
the user is in sight of two base 
station aerial towers, works by 
measuring the difference in signal 
transit times. But this will not work 
in rural areas, presumably where 
you are most likely to get lost. 

It remains to be seen which 
technology will be used to 
implement the E-911 requirement, 
and whether other countries 
wil adopt similar legislation. 
However, the location-determining 
technology can be expected to 
operate all the time the phone is 
Switched on; and it is to be expected 

that Big Brother is recording the 
information. 

Much of the data concerning 
mobile phone paranoia (or the 
enhanced 911 service) comes from 
the publications of Lucent - also 
known as Bell Laboratories, AT & T 
and Sandia National Laboratories. 

Lucent seems an odd sort of name 
- Luc(iferic) Ent(erprises) as people 
on a witch hunt might suggest — but 
when it comes to software they have 


a real-time operating system called 
Inferno, written in a language called 
Limbo, with a communications 
protocol called Styx. Reading the 
product literature is less like 
engineering and more like indoctri- 
nation into a cult. The head offices 
are at 666 5th Avenue in New York. 
The company motif is a fiery red 
circle that might represent a bull’s 
eye, the star Aldebran in the 
constellation Taurus - also associat- 
ed with the Egyptian god Set. 

Quite rightly, there is no law 
against setting up an organisation 
and giving it whatever name and 
cult overtones you choose, but I can’t 
help thinking a company that has 
gone so far down the left hand path 
in choosing its nomenclature cannot 
be intending to appeal to any 
diehard Christian Fundamentalists. 

Consider this analogy: Christian 
Fundamentalists incorporate a 
company and call it “All-Sodomites- 
Will-Burn-In-The-Fires-Of-Hell 
(Trading) Ine.” It probably would 
not be legal and they would face 
accusations that they were discrimi- 
nating against homosexuals. 

So do people who regard the Bible 
as the word of God feel happy with 
Lucent? Lucent have been doing a 
lot of recruiting recently - their 
headline product is something called 
Airloop™ which looks like a cellular 
phone microcell incorporating voice 
and data. It is controlled by a little 
box which I expect we'll be seeing 
everywhere, called the BSD2000 
(Lucent seem to have a millennial 
flavour in their product numbers). 

Although they are not explicitly 
linked, Lucent’s publications also 
show that they are doing work on 
Radio Frequency ID cards and tags. 
These devices work at around 3Ghz 
(the same as suggested for computer 
data links) and allow a credit card- 
sized device to send and receive 
wireless data from a controller (a 
possible dual use for the BSD2000) 
over a distance of a few meters. 

Presumably Big Brother has got 
his order ready. 

MIKE RIDPATH 

Sutton, Surrey 


HE BIGGER 
THEY ARE... 


ales of giants grow in the 

telling, and some of those 

passed on by David McGrory 
[FT101:32] have grown very tall 
indeed. I doubt if the hero Gado in 
Walter Map is an honest-to-God 
Anglo-Saxon warrior, as his story is 
part of the saga of the hero Wade, 
who was striding across straits in 
the North Sea long before the 
Saxons came to England. (See Mike 
Haigh's research in Northern Earth 
65 and 66 for more on Wade.) 

Guy of Warwick doesn't sound 
like a Dark Age memory either, as 
his legend was made up lock, stock 
and barrel in 1200 by a Frenchman 
who took the English historical 
touches from books. And Ewan 
Caesarius, bear-hunter of the 
Lakes, dissolves on closer inspec- 
tion into two men; the 6th-century 
king Owain of Rheged and the 10th 
century Owain of Strathclyde. Both 
men may have been larger than life, 
but there is nothing to suggest that 
either was larger than average. If 
Ewan is said to have been 15ft 
(4.5m) tall — well, that just happens 
to be the distance between two 
rearranged crosses in Penrith 
churchyard, pointed out to tourists 
as his grave. He gets a mention in 
Majorie Rowling's Folklore of the 
Lake District, p18. 

However, there are at least three 
barrows in Surrey found to contain 
Saxon men of between 6ft 4in and 
6ft 6in (193-198cm) - they're in 
David Bird's Archaeology of Surrey, 
p200. In each case, the burial rites 
were similar, and one of the graves 
contained a hanging bowl, like that 
at Stretton-on-Fosse, full of crab 
apples: I suppose the apples of 
immortality. The bowl is on display 
at the Bourne Hall Museum, Ewell, 
Surrey - and, come to that, so am I. 
These men were the last generation 
of pagan England, aristocrats who 
kept to the faith of their ancestor 
Woden to cut themselves off from 
the church-going peasantry. Their 
tall stature may be partly a genetic 
trait, and partly the consequence 
of having escaped childhood mal- 
nutrition. Country people got a lot 
taller in the 6th century, as they 
have done in the 20th, in both cases 
because they were no longer being 
Stunted by poverty. 

A good way of assessing the 
height of previous generations is to 
lie down in the stone coffins which 
you can find lying around monastic 
and other medizeval sites. Most of 
them will accommodate six-footers. 
But Wimborne Minster in Dorset 
contains the coffin of Ethelred I 
(obit 871): I have paced it out, and it 
is 8ft (244cm) long. Bones of a size 
to match were found in Victorian 
restorations. Not far away, at 
Horton, a coffin of similar size could 
be seen in the 19th century; it 
contained the remains of Earl 
Ordulf, the companion of Edward 
the Confessor. According to William 


of Malmesbury (Gesta. Pontificum, 
p203 in the Rolls Series), it was 
Ordulf who once kicked down the 
city gates of Exeter for a laugh. In 
his spare time he used to hunt on 
Cranborne Chase: deer were driven 
down the river Crane, and he stood 
with a foot on either bank and 
flicked off their heads as they swam 
through his legs. As the Crane is 
10ft (305cm) wide at this spot, he 
must have been quite a chap. Or are 
we back to the realm of tall stories? 
JEREMY HARTE 

Ewell, Surrey 


he main evidence for the 

existence of David McGrory’s 

Anglo-Saxon giants is an 
article in the Coventry Evening 
Telegraph on 27 May 1969, which 
says that an excavation at Stretton- 
on-Fosse found a graveyard of 
warriors, some of whom were 7-8 ft 
(2.1-2.4m) tall. This archeological 
site has its own web page at 
http://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/ 
general/stretton.htm provided by 
the Warwickshire Local Authorities. 
It mentions the cemeteries and that 
the Romano-British and Anglo- 
Saxons apparently lived peacefully 
side-by-side here, but says nothing 
about giants. 

On checking with the Libraries 
and Heritage Department, I found 
that the Telegraph “must have got 
their facts wrong in 1969”. In the 
Anglo-Saxon cemetery at Bidford- 
on-Avon, the average height for the 
men was 5ft "in (1.7m) with the 
tallest being almost 6ft (1.83cm). 
The report on Stretton-on-Fosse has 
not yet appeared, but it is under- 
stood that the height ranges are 
very similar to those at Bidford. 

DAVID HAMBLING 
Wembley, Middlesex 


feature about giants. The cutting 

off of heads was to show the rank 
and file, on both sides, that the giant 
warrior was not invincible. Besides 
Goliath of Gath (1 Samuel 17), the 
Bible makes many references to 
giants. The Rephaim were a race of 
giants living in a land to the east of 
Canaan, while the Anakim were a 
race of giants founded by the 
eponymous Anak (Long Necked). In 
Numbers (13:32-33) the spies Joshua 
and Caleb, who were sent to look for 
the Promised Land, reported back: 
“And there we saw the giants, the 
sons of Anak." It was said of the 
Emims that they “dwelt therein in 
times past, a people great, and 
many, and tall as the Anakims' 
(Deuteronomy 2:10-11). 

The king of Bashan, who was 
named Og, was thought to be 9ft 
(274cm) tall. His enormous bedstead 
is mentioned in Deuteronomy 3:11: 
“For only Og King of Ba-shan 
remained of the remnant of giants; 
behold, his bedstead was a bedstead 
of iron: is it not in Rab-bah of the 
children of Ammon? Nine cubits 
was the length thereof, and four 
cubits in breadth of it, after the cubit 
of a man." (The iron bedstead was 


[ with great interest the 


probably a black basalt tomb which 
could be seen at Rabbath-Ammon, 
the capital of Ammon, according to 
Joan Conroy in Who's Who in the 
Old Testament, 1971.) 

There are many references to 
giants in mythology. Hercules was 
thought to have stood over "Tft 
(213cm), and Orestes seven cubits or 
over 10ft (305cm). In London can be 
seen the carved figures of the giants 
Gog and Magog, the original figures 
used as part of the Lord Mayor's 
Show. Originally the figures 
represented giants Corinaeus and 
Gogmagog, who embarked upon a 
superhuman wrestling match in 
which Gogmagog was defeated. The 
names Gog and Magog gradually 
entered popular folklore. 

In more ‘modern’ times, the ill- 
fated king of Norway, Harold III 
Haardraade (1015-1066) was at least 
granted 7ft (2.1m) of English soil in 
which he was buried. 

The “giant warrior" syndrome 
was honed to perfection by 
Frederick William, King of Prussia 
from 1714 to 1740, who founded a 
regiment of giants widely known as 
the Potsdam Giants’ Guard. The 
lengths to which his agents stooped 
in recruiting such men was quite 
often criminal. If a tall man could 
not be coerced or bribed with 
promises and money, he was 
simply abducted, often with fatal 
consequences. 

Men and women of excessive 
height have long presented them- 
selves at levees or exhibitions for 
pecuniary advantage. Many a show- 
man added a few inches to their 
height, and used such props as 
slightly reduced furniture, or a 
standing companion of small 
stature. A tall hat (or plumes for the 
ladies) was almost obligatory. Many 
fabulous claims have been made by 
these show giants, and picture post- 
cards abound proclaiming their 
often Brobdignagian proportions. In 
fact, there have only been 11 people 
authentically measured at over 
eight feet: 

Robert Pershing Wadlow (USA) (1918-1940) 
8ft llin (272cm) 
John William Rogan (USA) (1871-1905) 
8ft 8in (264cm) 
John F. Carroll (USA) (1932-1969) 
t 7 in (264cm) 
‘GINO Myllyrinne (Finland) (009-1963) 
ft 3in (25lcm) 
on Koehler (USA) (1925-1981) 
t 2in (249cm) 
ernard Coyne (USA) (1897-1921) 
ft 2in (249cm) 
eng Jinlian (China) (1964-1982) 
ft | ?4in (248cm) 
atrick Cotter O'Brien (Ireland) (1760-1806) 
8ft lin (246cm) 
Constantine (Cermany) (1872-1902) 
8ft in (246cm) 
Cabriel Estavao Monjane (Mozambique) 
(1944-1990) 8ft Zin (246cm) 
Sulaiman ‘Ali Nashnush (Libya) (1943-1991) 
8ft Ain (244cm) 

I would like to hear from anyone 
interested in giants and giant 
research. 


Qc o go « o 
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BEN CHAPMAN 
Withernsea, East Yorkshire 


LETTERS 


NOT MUCH 
LEFT 


A parent of one of my 
students, Dr Chris 
Sperry, is a forensic 
pathologist for Fulton 
County (Atlanta, 
Georgia) and he told 
me about an autopsy 
he performed in May 
1997. Police officers 
found what appeared 
to be an abandoned 
car on a local freeway, 
and they brought in 
four items for analysis: 
a woman's thumb, an 
upper lip attached to 
only the smallest 
fragment of the 
bottom of the nose, a 
socket joint from the 
hip and some dirty 
clothing. The thumb 
was flattened. He said 
it looked like a cartoon 
version of a thumb. 
Inside the clothing 
was some human skin. 
Total weight of all 
items was less than 
17lbs (7.7kg). 

After analysis, he 
surmised that the 
28-year-old woman 
(they identified her by 
her thumb print and 
the handbag found on 
the seat of the car) 
apparently had a flat 
tyre and, stepping out 
of her car during a rain 
storm late at night, 
was hit by a car or 
truck. The vehicle did 
not stop and neither 
did any of the other 
ones that hit her body. 
The missing body 
parts were scattered or 
dragged away by each 
subsequent hit-and- 
run. The blood was 
washed away by the 
heavy rain. A thorough 
search was done of the 
area and no other 
parts were found. 

One can only won- 
der what happened to 
the large bones, pelvis 
and skull. 


CHRIS KERN 


Stone Mountain, 
Ceorgia 
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UFOS AND UFOLOCY 


PAUL DEVEREUX & 
PETER BROOKESMITH 


1a 4343 434 


Blandford/Cassell, London; 1997. 
hb £18.99, pp192, index, bib, colour 
& b/w illus. ISBN O-7137-2657-1. 


s far as I can recall, this is the 
As book with the word 

*ufology' in the title, and it 
signals its critical tone and the 
precise topic. The book tackles the 
relationship between  ufologists 
and the things they study (or 
argue about). Cassell are to be 
commended for eschewing the 
usual predictable fare to produce 
probably the most important 
UFO-related book in recent years. 

In its assessment of “the first 50 
years”, UFOs and Ufology offers us 
the next best thing to a break- 
through; a thorough, unsentimental 
and informed analysis. Paul 
Devereux and Peter Brookesmith 
each have the experience and 
intellect required for the task. 

It is not a book many ufologists 
will like, as they're bound to 
mistake criticism of the subject for 
hostility towards it. We all want real 
answers; ones that will actually 
improve our understanding of the 
phenomenon, whatever it might 
turn out to be. The passion of the 
authors for the subject shines out as 
they attempt to strip away the 
delusional, the misleading, the 
dubious and the plain wrong from 
What is useful or real. What is 
left allows them to head off in a 
direction that will surprise many. 

In Brookesmith's closing 
remarks, he poses a riddle: If there 
Was just one account of a true 
extraterrestrial's visit to this earth 
In the jumbled mass of ufological 
data, how would we recognise it? 
It is a sign of ufology's collective 
failure that, after 50 years, there is 
no clear answer to this. 

_ Part of the reason is that ufology 
IS not a coherent subject, but a 
Morass of high ideals, great expec- 
tations and confused thinking. This 
IS amply illustrated in the chapter- 
length potted histories of every 
key phase in ufology's history from 
its emergence as a subject through 
to the abduction genre. These 


chapters alone — which also include 
contributions from Nigel Watson 
and Montague Keen - are worth the 
price of admission. 

Through this cavalcade of UFO 
history weaves a varied cast of 
characters — believers and cultists, 
folklorists and sociologists, hoaxers 
and reporters, writers and artists, 
sceptics and witnesses, doctors and 
historians, academics and scientists. 
Each faction has some agenda and 
each ufologist shapes ufology in 
some way. Ufology is not a science 
and might never be one; at one 
point Brookesmith compares it to a 
movement, like Marxism. Even so, 
it is simply not true that scientists 
have not taken an interest in abs 
as with some relish, the authors 
array experts from many different 
branches of physical and medical 
science to give evidence and their 
conclusions, much of it quite new to 
most ufologists. 

In their introduction, the authors 
suggest the material polarises easily 
into two extremes: “The study of 
real alien craft or a passing show of 
the fads, fancies, fears and dreams 
of a lonely species”. Thankfully, 
they are not sufficiently lazy to 
leave it there; on the one hand they 
show that the ‘extraterrestrial 
hypothesis’ (ETH) is not a homoge- 
nous concept, but takes many differ- 
ent forms encompassing a spectrum 
between technology and religion; 
and on the other, they ask, can 
UFOs be simply regarded as “a 
godless techno- culture’s surrogate 
for religion"? It is, they conclude, 
something wonderfully in between. 

As their commentaries progress, 
by different routes, through the 
wealth of summarised views and 
data, the authors arrive at broadly 
similar conclusions: that (after the 
elimination of the false) ufology 
runs on twin tracks - the physical 
(involving things seen in the sky 
and such like) and the psychical 
(involving subjective experiences). 
Both are very real to the witness and 
ufology generally confuses them, 
regarding them as one integral 
subject. The proliferation of the 
abduction experience has only 
widened the gap between them. 

In addressing this divergence, 
Devereux returns to medical, 
psychological and anthropological 
material introduced in earlier 
chapters and develops an analogy 
between the UFO/abduction 
experience and dream phenomena 
(including lucid dreaming). He 
believes that the ability to dissociate 
— to move swiftly between different 
mental states or realities — is the 
common factor between most 
modes of visionary perception. 
“Tribal societies had one technology 
we lack, the technology of 
consciousness,” he notes, “and in 


that regard it is we who are 
primitives.” Modern westernised 
man simply has no way of handling 
eruptions of the primary spiritual 
impulse, except through ever more 
ineffectual religions and drug 
experimentation. Our culture can, 
now, only rationalise contact with 
the Other as an ‘abduction’ scenario. 

This is the cue for Devereux 
to introduce the research into 
DMTrelated psychoactive drugs; 
hallucinogens widely used in 
shamanic practises to induce very 
special trance states which allow the 
user to cross over into a world peo- 
pled by magical beings — ‘machine 
elves’ as Terence McKenna calls 
them. Descriptions of these states 
are practically indistinguishable 
from abduction narratives and 
highly realistic. The authors argue 
that the UFO or abduction experi- 
ence only makes sense when seen 
in this context of contact with 
numinous beings in general 
(whether gods, demons, angels, 
fairies or Greys) — a normal process 
within most cultures, but one which 
has atrophied in ours. 

Who are these entities, hovering 
just a heartbeat away? “Autonomous 
parts of our own psyche,” says 
McKenna. Brookesmith concurs, 
thinking it unlikely that Greys are 
organic creatures in any objective 
sense, but “visionary beings [..] 
projections, and in meeting them we 
symbolically encounter ourselves [..] 
specifically those parts [of ourselves 
that] we find incomprehensible, 
all-powerful and dangerous and 
from which we are alienated.” 

Brookesmith and Devereux do 
not shut the door on the ETH but, 
while we are still waiting for 
irrefutable evidence (just one piece 
would do), they advise us to look 
elsewhere. Real physical UFOs can 
be found in still poorly-understood 
geophysical and electromagnetic 
phenomena (like earth lights) and, 
beyond that, we are struggling to 
rediscover the ecstatic language of 
awe. This is an impressive tour de 
force and essential for all ufologists. 
Newcomers to the subject who 
begin with this book will be light 
years ahead of those who don’t. 

BOB RICKARD 
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REVIEWS 


effects and techniques employed; 
Simon Reynolds on the mytholo- 
gies of the infantile and pastoral 
from Pink Floyd to the Orb, 
unpicking psychedelia's various 
“strategies of regression” and 
Stuart Metcalfe on Ecstasy and 
the dance culture. Fraser Clark 
rounds off the book with a 
wider (and wilder) survey of the 
evolutionary significance of 
hallucinogens in the manner of 


long-term use of heroin being 
partly to blame). Some fragments 
of his projected book, Drugs of 
the Mind, which he planned to 
write with Laing and William 
Burroughs, are here transcribed. 
Hollinshead was a talented 
con-man and fund-raiser whose 
chief claim to fame was that he 
introduced Timothy Leary to LSD 
in 1961, turning the Harvard 
academic into the high priest of 


Bloomsbury, London, 1997, 
pb £7.99, pp224, 8 press-out 
cards. ISBN 0-7475-3386-5. 


HE TIME TRAVELLER'S 
CUIDE TO THE FUTURE 
DAEMON COODHOPE 


rewritten for simpletons, a 


drivelling commentary, and 


worst of all, God-damned 
'Smiley faces! to indicate 
good fortune or otherwise, 


presumably for users who 


on the author's obvious 


can't actually read. 
As if that wasn't bad 


ALIEN RESURRECTION 


- š à 
Di ierre Jeunet. Sta 


gourney Weaver 


ntury Fox 


another Alien movie, considering the previous instalment's 


Y ou could justifiably be very bored by the prospect of yet 


lack of plot and the usual law of diminishing returns 


Ë you can stop gagging 


Terence McKenna. “What Rave the psychedelic movement. He pseudonym (‘Daemon enough, ‘Goodhope’ (Justin When it comes to sequels; however a cursory scan of Alien ALEXANDRIA 
THE VINTAGE did in Britain in the 1990s,” also gave acid to Feliks Topolski, Goodhope’, fergawdsake) Dane’ appears on the Resurrectior's credits should excite any cinema fan's interest. VOL 4 
BOOK OF THE according to Clark, “was to Charlie Mingus and Saul long enough to open this, copyright page) has the City of Lost Children’s Jeunet DAVID FIDELER [ED.] 
DEVIL PSYCHEDELIA transform the new age [from] a Steinberg, but was notorious for you'll find just another s effrontery to tell us that: directs this return to form which This edition of this 
bourgeois lifestyle into a national disrupting people's trips and wretched This is the first time somehow manages to be both a renowned anthology on 
FRANCIS SPUFFORD (ED) BRITANNICA: movement towards shamanic  defrauding colleagues. In October rewrite of that the secrets of the kitsch B-movie and a harrowing, cosmology, philosophy 
HALLUCINOCENIC group mind and away from purely 1965, Leary and Alpert packed the Chinese I Ching have been gritty action thriller. Joss (Toy Story, and myth has the 
THE VINTACE DRUGS IN BRITAIN personal liberation.” him off to London with half a ‘Book of made available. Speed) Whedon's script propels the theme of ‘Order and 
BOOK OF The most interesting part of the gram of Czech acid and several Changes’, the Others [sic] = Alien franchise forward in one giant Beauty of Nature’, 
CHOSTS EDITOR ANTONIO MELECHI book for me concerned Michael hundred copies of the Tibetan I Ching. Vastly editions con- twisted lurch, with its gallows humour and brooding sexual with contributors as 
ST ue Shrinkfield (aka Hollinshead) and Book of the Dead. Here he set up over-simplified, tain deliberate overtones. Ripley, now Clone 8, leads a pack of space pirates diverse as Plutarch, 
JENNY UGLOW (ED) së those impish Scotsmen Alex the World Psychedelic Centre, this gives you an errors that the through a ship teeming with the seeds of an alien experiment Hakim Bey, Albert 


Einstein, and Chris 
Castle. Wise, deep and 
thought-provoking. 


Chinese masters used 
to conceal the truth." This is 
not only completely untrue, 


gone wrong. There's a refreshing cartoon-like insanity about 
most of the villains, cleverly offset by a menacing and complex 
Ripley, part human, part alien and understandably quite pissed 


eight-card method of 
consulting which wrecks 
the probabilities of the 


where he proceeded to turn on the 
movers and shakers before being 
busted the following March. His 


Troechi and Ronnie Laing, the 
psychiatrist; but I should declare a 
bias, having been acquainted with 


Vintage, London; 1997. 


| Turnaround, Unit 3, Olympia Trading 
| pb, £7.99, pp390 (Devil), 


Estate, Coburg Rd, London N22 6TZ, 


pp479 (Ghosts), 

index, biblio, 

ISBN 0-09-974461-9 
(Devil), 0-09-974461-9 
(Ghosts). 


Two enjoyable and 
hefty anthologies 
dealing with subjects 
of perennial interest to 
forteans. They both 
take the same sort of 
approach, meandering 
through the history of 
literature, gathering 
salient snippets and 
organising them into 
loosely-themed 
sections. Neither 
offers any suprises, 

in that their 

selections tend heavily 
towards the obvious 
suspects (...the Devil, 
for example, features 
enormous wodges of 
the Bible, Milton, and 
MR James's 
translations of the 
Apocrypha) but both 
provide an amiable 
enough way to pass 
half-an-hour or so in 
aimless browsing 
(although one suspects 
that sustained 
reading would prove 
‘impossible). And what 
fortean could find 
fault in that? 

JOE MCNALLY 


CORRECTION 
A hump somehow 
went missing from 

the rating for Broken 


Sword in last month's 
review section; it 
should have been 

rated "good" rather 
than "fair". 
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1997, pb £9.99, pp224, bib, index, 
ISBN 1-873262-05-1. 


studies. 


their customary air of gravitas and 

run around the office crying: 
"Gimme!" but that's exactly the effect 
this toy had when it turned up at 
Fortean Towers. It's painfully simple — 
you get a large silver balloon, a remote 
control propellor unit and a motor 
which sticks to the bottom of the 
balloon. Fill the ballon with helium, 
attach the motor and off you go, 
feeling all the thrills that drove 
Verne's Robur over the edge without 
leaving home. There really is some- 


Je not often the FT crew cast off 


Michael 


part from 
Carmichael’s speculative 


essay on Lewis Carroll's 
experimentation with henbane, 
opium, and cannabis, this book 
concentrates on the cultural 
history of psychedelics in Britain 
since the 1950s, an aspect of drug 
history largely neglected when 
set against equivalent American 


The therapeutic use of LSD was 
pioneered in Britain from 1952 
by Dr Ronald Sandison, who 
contributes a fascinating retro- 
spective chapter to this volume. 
There are three essays on psyche- 
delic music over the past 30 years: 
Sheila Whiteley on the range of 


all three. Trocchi was very kind to 
an unknown young author; Laing 
was amusing when not drunk and 
truculent; while Hollinshead was a 
dreadful bore. 

Trocchi lived in Paris from 1952 
to 1956, where he became a buddy 
of Guy Debord and joined the 
Lettrists and later the Situationist 
International. He wrote Cain’s 
Book (the Scottish Naked Lunch) 
and set up Project Sigma in 
London in 1963, aiming at a 
“spontaneous university” and the 
“invisible insurrection of a million 
minds”. It was a grandiose scheme 
that ultimately fizzled out, but 
Trocchi was a key figure of the 
underground (as it was then 
called). Most of his schemes 
remained uncompleted (his 


INDOOR REMOTE CONTROL FLYING SAUCER 


US$50 + postage from Plantraco Ltd, 526 Copland 
Crescent, Saskatoon, SK, Canada SZH 275. 


ers 
LAA 


thing alarmingly satisfying about 
watching this silver bag cruise sedate- 
ly around a large indoor space, and 
your reviewer - a flaneur to the core — 
can certainly see himself passing 
many an idle hour in this agreeable 
pursuit. 

JOE McNALLY 
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end is obscure: sometime in the 
1980s he either overdosed in 
London, was killed by dealers in 
Bolivia or suffered a burst ulcer at 
the Rio Carnival. 

PAUL SIEVEKINC 
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CYCLEDELIA, MAN ` 


Which chemist famously experienced th 
- World's first LSD trip while cyclin 
One evening? e 


— There are copies of Psychedeli Britannic 


WATER DRACONS: 

A CUIDE TO LAKE 
SERPENT LECENDS 
AROUND THE WORLD 
MARK SUNLIN 


Dragon’s Head Press, PO Box 3369, 
London SW6 6JN, 1997, pb, £1.99, 
20pp, illus, refs. ISBN 0-9524387-2-0. 


published by the team behind 

the thrice-yearly Dragon 
Chronicle, starts well enough by 
observing (pace Michel Meurger) 
that modern lake monster stories 
might be related to ancient dragon 
legends. Unfortunately, Sunlin then 
proceeds to rattle through outlines 
of monster sightings at 11 key lakes 
without further addressing his 
hypothesis. As such, his pamphlet is 
unlikely to appeal either to serious 
draconologists and cryptozoologists, 
or to newcomers to the field, 


T^ fairly pointless pamphlet, 


who would probably be better served 
by any of the many book-length 


cryptozoological tours available. 
MIKE DASH 


original methods, and fails 
to develop the full potential 
of the book to answer 


queries. Then we have a 
new and vacuous ordering 
of the hexagrams, a text 
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CRÉCORY M KANON 
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Galde Press, Box 460, Lakeville, MN 
55055, USA, 1997; pb $14.95, 
Pp210, index, notes. 

ISBN 1-880090-47-4. 


book by a psychotherapist 

claiming to have the “final 
Solution” to a mystery that has 
baffled the world for at least 50 
years without unequivocal resolu- 
tion. To begin with, Kanon, in his 
Opening sentence, proposes that 
the “UFO hoax” is comparable to 
“Clifford Irving, Anastasia, The 
Hitler Diaries” when it appears to 
me that, hoax or not, there is a 
huge difference of scale here, 
UFOs being a self-perpetuating 
Phenomenon in which millions of 
People, from all walks of life and 
Culture, have participated. 

At first it is not at all clear 
precisely what Kanon means by 
the word ‘hoax’, but he feints in the 


I: hold out much hope for a 


it's an insult to 3,000 years 
of tradition and scholar- 
ship. A crass piece of work 
that should not be bought 


off by her predicament. Add Darius (Seven, 
Delicatessen) Khondji’s cinematography to this 
equation, and you have a sequel that almost 
eclipses its predecessors. Basically, Alien 


under any circumstances. 


STEVE MOORE 


direction of some great self- 
delusion of our species and 
then changes tack. It is a major 
clue that the magic circle of 
Rimmer, Rogerson, Kottmeyer and 
Brookesmith and their psycho- 
social hypothesising is conspicu- 
ous by its absence and so is 
any heavyweight psychoanalytical 
theory. Instead, bit by bit, Kanon 
cleverly builds up quite a different 
picture. The hoax he refers to is 
that the US military have, from the 
embers of WW2, crafted the UFO 
mythos to justify, ultimately, the 
prodigious ‘budgets (known and 
‘black’) they have obtained from 
Congress. By stoking anxiety 
about an alien threat to US 
territory they have, effectively, 
kept themselves in business. 
Cynical this may seem, but there 
is a crazy logic to Kanon’s thesis; 
once you get into the mindset 
of military paranoia, much of 
American ufology, parapsychology 
and conspiracy theory actually 
seems to make sense. Kanon 
fingers the Roswell incident as the 
defining moment. Forget the alien 
body nonsense (that was a later 
gloss), Kanon notes that at Roswell 
an officer was ordered by his 
superiors (who themselves were 
ordered by someone at the 
Pentagon) to announce that the 
USAF had captured a flying 
saucer; those same superiors then 
presented the first of a series of 
rather lame alternative stories that 
have continued to the present day. 
“A seed was planted in the 
American psyche,” says Kanon, a 
belief that “UFOs are real and the 
government knows what they are.” 


Resurrection is the dog’s bollocks. 


ETIENNE CILFILLAN 


Many different conspiracies, from 
the Kennedy assassinations to The 
X-Files/Dark Skies mythologies can 
be traced back to this moment 
when trust gave way to doubt. 

The rest has been a callous 
manipulation of the American 
people into believing there is a 
threat, and it has been laughably 
simple because the people seem 
ready to believe anything on the 
flimsiest pretence. If Kanon is 
right, the US military didn’t even 
have to create any ‘evidence’, 
because there is no shortage of 
people who either see what 
they want to see or who join in 
and consciously or unconsciously 
create all the evidence needed. 
He charts the history of modern 
ufology in this light, its beam 
spotlighting, splendidly, the dire 
state of American  ufology, 


completely ignoring the thriving 
and alternative ufologies of South 
America, Britain and mainland 
Europe. It’s well written and 
thought-provoking stuff... as far as 
it goes. 


BOB RICKARD 


Phanes Press, Box 6114, 
Grand Rapids, MI 49516, 
USA; 1997. pb $25, 
pp435, notes, illus. 

ISBN 0-933999-39-9. 
BOB RICKARD 


TRUE MYSTERY 
STORIES 

FINN BEVAN 

A brisk canter through 
the classics (El 
Dorado, spontaneous 
human combustion, 
Mary Celeste, Borley 
Rectory, Voynich 
Manuscript, Money 
Pit, Devil's Footprints) 
for children, inter- 
Spersed with less 
familiar forteana. The 
transposition of the 
Green Children of 
Woolpit to Banjos in 
Spain in 1887, popu- 
larised by Jacques 
Bergier in 1970, is 
here related without 
critical comment, 
which is how such 
canards live on. That 
said, the book should 
whet young appetites 
for our subject matter. 
Robinson, London 1997, 
pb £4.99, pp344, illus. 
ISBN 1-85487-456-X. 
PAUL SIEVEKING 


COMPETITION 42 


CORRECTION 


We apologise to 


Between the Lines 


Productions for giving 


the wrong price in our 


ories 


video [FT104:58]. 


The video cc 


£16 not £37... 


and it should have 


rated 'good' 


Frioó 57 


REVIEWS 


ANCIENT TONCA 
& THE LOST 

CITY OF MU'A 
(INCLUDINC SAMOA, 
FIJI AND RAROTONGA) 
DAVID HATCHER 
CHILDRESS 

Yet another in the 
seemingly endless Lost 
Cities series. This one 
covers the central 
Pacific. In the absence 
of any sort of critical 
bibliography, it's hard 
to tell whether the 
material is based on 
solid research, outdated 
archaeological theories 
or simple crankery. 


Adventures Unlimited 
Press, Stelle, Illinois 
60919, USA; 1996. 
pb $15.95, pp216, 

illus, photos, bib. 
ISBN 0-932813-36-4. 


MIKE DASH 


CHANNELLINC 
FOR EVERYONE 
TONY NEATE 
Disguised as a manual 
for relaxation and 
‘awareness’, this tells 
how the mentally 
vulnerable can 
transform themselves 
into a gateway for 
demons from their 
darkest nightmares in 
their own home. 


Piatkus, London; 1997. 
pb £8.99, pp158, 
index, bib, illus. 

ISBN 0-7499-1720-2. 


BOB RICKARD 


PRIVATE LIVES 
MARK BRYANT 

A brave attempt to 
bring to life around 
200 famous historical 
characters by fleshing 
out the usual bare 
biographical bones with 
info on their habits, 
politics, sex life and 
appearance and so on. 
It is an interesting if 
eccentric selection, 
overpriced and - arrrgh! 
— no references. 


Cassell, London; 1996. 
hb £18.99, pp338. 
ISBN 0-304-34315-3. 


BOB RICKARD 
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THE ENCYCLOPEDIA 
OF DIM-MAK 


ERLE MONTAICUE & 
WALLY SIMPSON 


a 

LARARE 

Paladin Press, PO Box 1307, Boulder, 
CO, 80306; 1997. VOL. 1: THE MAIN 
MERIDIANS. hb, $50, pp430, bib, 
glossary, medical glossary, photos, illus. 
ISBN 0-87364-923-0. VOL. 2: THE 
EXTRA MERIDIANS, POINTS, AND 
MORE. hb, $30, pp134, bib, glossary, 
medical glossary, photos, illus. 

ISBN 0-87364-928-1. 


is collaboration between a 

l martial artist (Montaigue) and 
an acupuncturist (Simpson) is, 

a compendium of those acupunc- 
ture points which can be struck to 
cause death or injury. The chapters 
are arranged by acupuncture- 
meridians, and for each point is 


THE COMPLETE 
BOOK OF MACIC 
AND WITCHCRAET 
LEONARD RN ASHLEY 


3 E 

LARS 
Robson Books, London; 1996. 
pb £10.99, pp261, index, illus. 
ISBN 1-86105-027-5. 


CASSELL 
DICTIONARY OF 
WITCHCRAFT 
DAVID PICKERING 


ic fatale 

LAA 

Cassell, London; 1996. Hb £18.99, 
pp294, illus. ISBN 0-304-346073-1. 


INSTRUMENTS OF 


DARKNESS 
JAMES SHARPE 


GF 

A43 434€ 

Hamish Hamilton, London; 1996. 
Hb £25, pp365, bib, notes. 
0-241-12924-9. 


hese books make a welcome 
x change to the deluge of titles 
by contemporary witches. 
Each, in its own way, addresses the 
modern reader and attempts to 
provide some context for looking 
back to a period of culture 
antecedent to ours and yet 
quite alien in the intensity 
of its credulity. We cannot 
help but be familiar with "=à 
the era when witchcraft 
dominated the affairs of 
Europe; lasting as long as it did, 
from around the 12th century 
until the 18th. There are traces of 
it still in our language, rituals, 
architecture, dress, diet and legal 
System. Ashley (about whom we 
know nothing) has produced a 


given its name, location, method of 
striking, damage caused and 
(thankfully) the antidote and 
healing applications. Besides this, 
we have introductory material on 


traditional Chinese medicine, 
internal martial arts such as 
Taijiquan, and so on. 

Clearly and uncompromisingly 
based in the traditions of the 
martial arts and Chinese medicine, 
in many ways this is a perplexing 
work. It can hardly be called 


wide-ranging reader in which 
snatches of source material, both 
historical and modern, are 
arranged in chapters dealing with 
sorcery, witchcraft, trials, recipes, 
prophylactic magic, key people, 
frauds, familiars and demons, 
fairies and contemporary 
wicca along with some 
commentary. It would % 
make an excellent primer 
for anyone beginning a study 
of this complex subject. 
Pickering’s Dictionary harks 
back to the days of excellent 
encyclopzedists like Rossell Hope 
Robbins, and he has attempted 
an alphabetical arrangement of 
notable people, places, cases, 
objects and concepts. There is an 
excellent introductory essay but, 
surprisingly for the editor of such 
key fortean references as Brewer's 
Dictionary of Phrase and 
Fable, few references in 
situ and no bibliography. 
Competently researched 
and concisely written, it is 
an excellent reference for the 
modern reader who has no 
access to Robbins’ essential 
Encyclopedia of Witchcraft and 
Demonology (1964) upon which, I 
have to say, it is no improvement, 
but probably the next best thing. 
Instruments of Darkness by 
James Sharpe, who lectures in 
historical criminology at the 
University of York, is an altogether 
more ambitious work, built around 
a study of the legal prosecution 
of witchcraft in England 
between 1550-1750 and the 
rise of scepticism in the 
establishment. Despite 
- the wealth of detail and 
case analyses, Sharpe writes 
sympathetically about the main 
victims - the poor, the uneducated, 
the elderly and, of course, the 
women - who endured harrowing 
and frequently fatal interrogation, 
trial and punishment. 


‘academic’, in that the bibliography 
is extremely brief and individual 
sections are unreferenced; yet it 
does appear to be very thorough in 
what it sets out to do. It depends 
largely on the transmission of 
teachings from Chinese masters to 
Montaigue, and it’s pleasing to see 
such material preserved in print 
before it’s lost through death or 
dilution. Yet two major questions 
(perhaps more) remain: If this 
material has been kept secret for so 
long, is it really wise to make it so 
freely available? And when asked to 
take at face value such ‘damage 
evaluations’ as “struck hard, will 
result in death", are we dealing only 
with asserted tradition, or has 
this been scientifically (or at least 
casually) tested? 

The sort of book that one thanks 
the authors for writing, but hopes 
no one will buy. 

STEVE MOORE 


As Sharpe points out, so many of 
the anti-witch and demonological 
tracts of this period, some little 
more than handbooks of torture, 
were written by judges, and so 
many legal prosecutions of witches 
were seriously pursued and 
executed by officers of the 
courts that it took a long 
time before anyone 
questioned what was 
going on. Gradually, the 
standards of proof became 
more exacting, and the testimony 
of young children, hearsay and 
dreams, for example, were 
eventually refused. Very slowly, 
more cases came to be judged as 
examples of malice, deception, 
slander and neighbourly feuds 
rather than the anti-social and 
anti-Christian subversions of 
Satan. In time, the accumulation 
of acquittals and convictions 
on lesser charges had a 
profound effect and, in 
the mid-18th century, 
led to the end of 
witchcraft as an offence 
(curiously coinciding with the 
increasing use of the occult in 
romantic literature). Sharpe avoids 
the narrow specialism of previous 
scholars of this period to present a 
balanced and humane study of a 
very human folly, supported by 
ample references and notes. 

BOB RICKARD 


COMPETITION 43 
WHICH IS WITCH? 


Which Arthur Miller play deals with the 
witch trials in Salem, Massechusetts? 


Our demonic familiars will convey copies of 
Instruments of Darkness, kindly provided by 
Hamish Hamilton, to the first five names — 
extracted by protracted torture from our 
promotions staff. One entry per person, please, 
to reach us by 28th February 1998. To enter, 
See page 60. 
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Introducing Natasha, the £3,000 sex toy 
One for the road 


Drinking and driving — road-tested!* 


Tomb Raider 2 


Lara Croft bounces back 


Helena Christensen 


Jennifer Aniston 
Gena Lee Nolin 
Tori Spelling 
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(e The Princess Diana material just keeps coming. 
(2 The Hierophant was recently shown this 
remarkable interchange, apparently involving 
"Matreiya", the 'Brick Lane Messiah', that appeared 
in an article by his acolyte Benjamin Creme: 

"Q. Can you say whether the driver of the car in 
which Princess Diana died was drunk or not? If not, 
who was responsible for the accident? 

"A. My information is that the driver was perfectly 
sober and in full command of the car (up to the last 
moment) but was distracted by the encroachment of 
the paparazzi around, and in front of, the car. The 
paparazzi were thus directly responsible for her 
death and that of her companions." 

For a Messiah, Matreiya seems rather 
ill-informed, since even Mohammed 
al-Fayed now accepts that the driver 
was pissed as a newt. The same 
article also mentions Diana’s 
healing touch — sainthood, 
here we come! 


involved in false claims that GRIP were to pay out on 
one of their policies; GRIP made the foolish mistake 
of involving Gillian Anderson in their publicity, which 
made it embarrassingly easy to check its authenticity. 
Soon afterwards, the Heaven’s Gate cult comitted 
suicide and GRIP issued a statement to the effect 
that they had sold policies to the entire cult. GRIP’s 
statement also said that the whole business had 
shaken them so badly that they were giving up 
abduction insurance entirely. However, it appears 
that Tagliarini’s memory might have been disturbed 
by his supposed abduction; how else can we explain 
the recent appearence of one Joseph Carpenter of 
GRIP Insurance in the Weekly World News recently, 
hawking £100-a-throw alien abduction insurance? 
Or perhaps this “Carpenter” is a Reptoid imposter 
- The Hierophant hereby volunteers to carry out the 
vivisection required to test this theory. 


($5 The Hierophant's vanity knows few bounds, so 
y you can imagine his delight when he learned 
that his host organ had finally achieved a modicum 
of musical fame. While everybody and their 

303 seems happy to record tunes with 
vaguely fortean subject matter, to 
the best of the Hierophant's 
knowledge nobody has 
recorded a song about 
Fortean Times — until now. 
Say hello to rowdy Irish 
beat combo Watercress, 


ÜMES 


who have just sent in 
their thrilling new single 
“Space Girl” (pictured 
left). A simple ditty 
about the perils of 
being in love with an 
alien, the chorus tells of 


AUSTRALIA Paul Cropper (NSW), Arthur Chrenkoff (Qld), Peter Darben (Qld), Tony Healy (ACT), Richard Seary (Qld). CANADA Brian Chapman (BC), Max McLaughlin 
(Ont). CYBERSPACE Martin Adamson, Felinda Bullock, Andy Cobley, Jeff Koyen, Dave Walsh. ENGLAND Gail-Nina Anderson, Louise Bath, Kevin Beer, Claire Blamey, 
Peter Christie, Nigel Clark, Sue Corner, Mat Coward, Ade Dimmick, Peter Hope-Evans, George Featherstone, Neil Frary, Alan Gardiner, Mick Goss, Stephen Hammond, 
Anne Hardwick, Alan Holding, Dionne Jones, Jake Kirkwood, Naomi Lee, Alexis Lykiard, Dave Malin, Nick Maloret, Valerie Martin, Kevin McClure, Alistair Moffat, 
John Michell, William Neil, Tom Ruffles, Tom Salusbury, Paul Screeton, lan Sherred, Karl Shuker, Anthony Smith, Roman Suchyj, Paul Thomas, Peter Thompson, 
Chris Tyler, Nick Warren, Owen Whiteoak, Richard Whittaker, Jason Winter, Bobby Zodiac. FRANCE Bernard Heuvelmans, Michel Meurger. GERMANY Walter Langbein, 


A And, of course, 
y Psychic News has not 
disappointed in its Diana 


S 

2 

coverage. The Hierophant Eg 
& 
£ 


was touched to learn that 
she hasn't been idle since 


Ulrich Magin, Cliff Wren. GREECE Steve Tavuchis. GUERNSEY Steve Page. HOLLAND Robin Pascoe. HONG KONG Nina Desborough, Nick Sampson, Chris Williams. 


Hassall. ROMANIA losif Boczor. SAUDI ARABIA Nobuhiro Matsuoka. SCOTLAND David Burns, Stuart 
USA Larry Arnold (PA), Loren Coleman (ME), James Conlan (CT), Robert Gifford (PA), Mark Hall ( 
Barbara Millspaw (CO), Ray Nelke (MO), Dolores Phelps (TX), Jim Reicken (NY), Ron Rosenblatt 


CLIPPINGS CREDITS 


Tyler, UFONS, Ms EJ Walker, Dave Walsh, Nicholas Warren, Leslie Waterton, John Whiskin, Owen 


MEN IN BLACK COMPETITION WINNERS 


FO is amonthly magazine of news, reviews and 
research on strange phenomena and experiences, 
curiosities, prodigies and portents. It was founded in 1973 
to continue the work of Charles Fort. Throughout his life, 
Fort was sceptical about scientific explanations, observing 
how scientists argued according to their own beliefs 
rather than the rules of evidence and that inconvenient 
data was ignored, suppressed, discredited or explained 
away (which is quite different from explaining a thing). 
Fort, born of Dutch stock in Albany, New York, spent 
many years researching scientific literature in the New 
York Public Library and the British Museum Library. He 
marshalled his evidence and set forth his philosophy in 
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OVERALL WINNER: Mr Simon Peters Gloucestershire. RUNNERS-UP: BJ Musson, Australia; Gareth Hacking, Conwy; Stephen Barbour, Fife; Charlie Hudson, York; Mrs 
Anna Trimble, Essex; Mr Dave Wakefield, Essex; M Haigh, West Yorkshire; Miss J Wales, Yorkshire; James Hart, Sheffield; Carl Landers, USA. 


WHAT DO WE MEAN BY 


IRELAND Pat Corcoran, Peter Costello, Doc Shiels. ISRAEL Zvi Ron. IVORY COAST lon Alexis Will. JAPAN Masaru Mori. MALTA Pierre Bonello. NEW ZEALAND Peter 


Herkes, Roger Musson, Jake Williams. SWEDEN Sven Rosén. 
MN), Myron Hoyt (ME), John Keel (NYC), Jim Lippard (AZ), 
(NY), Chuck Shepherd (FL), Dennis Stacy (TX), Joseph Swatek (NB), 


Joseph Trainor (MA), Jeffrey Vallance (NV), Robert Anton Wilson (CA), Gary Yates (UT). WALES Janet & Colin Bord, Richard Holland. ZIMBABWE Cynthia Hind. 


Douglas Baptie, losif Boczor, Pierre Bonello, Janet & Colin Bord, Felinda Bullock, David Burns, Cain, Trevor Carr, Brian Chapman, Terence Chua, Steve Cooper, Pat 
Corcoran, Mat Coward, Alexander Craft, Ade Dimmick, Peter Hope-Evans, George Featherston, Malcolm Fife, Alan Gardiner, Robert Gifford, Lisa Gledhill, Stephen 
Hammond, Kevin Haney, Anne Hardwick, Tony Healy, Steven Henry, Bagos Hitman, Helen Holbrooke, Alan Holding, Bruce Hollihan, Myron S. Hoyt, Michael Hudson, 
Andrew Humphries, Dionne Jones, Graeme Kenna, Alexis Lykiard, Jen Magson, Nick Maloret, George Markie, David McGrory, Alistair Moffat, William Neil, Andy 
Norfolk, John O'Neill, Robin Pascoe, Dolores Phelps, Jim Price, Adrian Redgers, Jim Riecken, Dennis Robillard, Sven Rosén, Tom Ruffles, John Scott, Paul Screeton, 
Rupert Shepherd, lan Sherred, Robert Sirignano, Simon Smith, Andy Staniford, Roman Suchyj, Crispin Thomas, Paul Thomas, Peter Thompson, Phil Todd, Chris 


Whiteoak, lon Will, Chris Williams, Eleanor Winpenny, Bobby Zodiac. 


The Book of the Dammed (1919), New Lands (1923), 
Lo! (1931), and Wild Talents (1932). 

His dietum *One measures a circle beginning any- 
where" expresses his philosophy of Continuity in which 
everything is in an intermediate state between extremes. 
He had ideas of the universe-as-organism and the 
transient nature of all apparent phenomena. He coined 
the term ‘teleportation’ and was perhaps the first to 
speculate that mysterious lights seen in the sky might be 
craft from outer space. However, he cut at the very roots 
of credulity: “I conceive of nothing, in religion, science 
or philosophy, that is more than the proper thing to wear, 
for a while.” 


her tragic demise. Derbyshire 
medium Ruby Gould wrote in * 
their 4 October issue that Diana "m 
"had requested to become a healer “> 
in the spirit world so that she could 
continue her work...” Diana also passed on 
her personal thanks for PN's sensitive coverage of 
her death. The Hierophant wishes her all the best in 
her new career. 


E Back in May 1997, FT covered the apparent 
y addition of bandicoots to Britain's roster of 
out-of-place animals. As forteans, we were wary of 
accepting the idea at face value, as we felt it was a 
little handy for the then newly-launched PlayStation 
game Crash Bandicoot; we have now been 
vindicated. The whole thing was a set-up, from start 
to finish; Doug Dooley was indeed an actor, and the 
Bandicoot Research Society was an utter fiction. 
Kudos for managing to hoax the more credulous 
media and brickbats for helping bring cryptozoology 
into disrepute to the man behind the whole episode, 
Sony Computer Entertainment’s head of PR, Peter 
Deverey. 


23 The Hierophant has always had a sneaking 
WV respect for hoaxers and pranksters, but some 
people simply don't have the panache to carry it off. 
A case in point: Joseph Tagliarini of GRIP Insurance, 
notorious for offering ‘Alien Abduction Insurance se 
you get abducted, they pay you £1million. You'll 
Probably remember Joseph hit the news last year 
when, under the name ‘Joseph Carpenter’, he was 


the protagonist's intention 
to “stick it in a letter to the 
Fortean Times”. Out now on 
Creeping Herb records and 
strongly recommended to all those 
who have ever asked themselves what 
the Wonder Stuff would sound like if they came 
from Londonderry. 


rather dejected David Farrant — vampire 
investigator and president of the British Psychic 
and Occult Society — about his plans to offer 
Highgate Vampire tours. He hoped to be able to 
offer interested walkers a whistle-stop sprint 
round the corners of Highgate Cemetery where 
he spent so many fun-filled evenings in the 
Seventies being chased by police, arrested and 
menaced by nebulous miasmas of absolute evil. 
Sadly, the cemetery authorities were unwilling 
to accommodate him and informed the affable 
investigator that they didn't think there was much 
interest in the subject any more — they should 
have been at Farrant's UnConvention96. talk. 
The Hierophant was, at the time of going to 
press, unable to confirm sightings of a mysterious 
figure in bishop's robes seen cackling near the 


cemetery offices. 


e Hierophant recently heard from a 


forteon noticeboard 
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UNBEATABLE BOOK BARCAINS !! 
ABDUCTION- John Mack (hardback) 
only £750. Free lists: Lionel Beer; II5 
Hollybush Lane, HAMPTON, TWI2 2OY. 
Tel: O18! 979 3148 


JAWBONE BOOKS: Specialists in 
second hand books on UFO's & aliens, 
lost worlds & earth mysteries, occult, 
witches, paranormal, unexplained etc. 
For free catalogue send stamp or IRC 


to, 8 St Anthony Road, Sheffield SIO ISC. 


BOOKS ON DRUGS! All you ever 
wanted to know! Cet the best drug 
information books by mail order (no 
mailing list kept). Phone now for your 
free copy of The Psychoactive Booklist. 
Frog and Falcon Selection OI302 
768689. 


LITTLE WONDER BOOKS. Lots of 
weird and wonderful works on UFO's, 
Forteana, Chosts and 2! other 
categories of books. for free catalogue 
send SAE to 467 Cidlow Lane, Beech 
Hill, Wigan, Lancs, WN6 8RI Tel/Fax: 
01942 493 76l 


PHENOMENAL BOOKS Free quarterly 
catalogues of second-hand and new 
books on the paranormal and all 
related subjects. Telephone credit card 
purchases accepted. Write to 9 King's 
Arcade, King Street, Lancaster, LAI IFT 
or phone/fox 01524 845559 01253 
854617 evening/Sundays. 


BOOKTRACE INTERNATIONAL Rore, 
antiquarian and out-of-print books 
found on any subject without obligation 
to purchase. Send your wants with SAE 
to Dept F, PO Box 45, Totnes, Devon 
TO9 5XP. 


INTENSE DEVICE features in depth 
essays on Christain comicbooks, 
visions of Hell, Anti-Darwinism and 
Denial of the Holocaust, destruction of 
the earth by meteors, and more. 192 
pages. £10.95 (+ £155 p&p) payable: 
Headpress 40 Rossall Avenue, 
Radcliffe, Manchester, M26 IJD. 


HORROR, FANTASY, Crime Fiction. 
Free List. Send Stamp to Sarah 
Hapgood. 47 Sharland Close, Crove, 
Nr. Wantage, Oxfordshire, OXI2 OAF 
BEST OF BRITISH CHOST STORIES. 
Newly published. £9.95 inc. p&p. Dr S 
Beach, 9 The Crescent, Spalding, Lincs. 
PEII IAE 


THE FORTEAN TIMES BOOK OF 


EXPLODING 


herd of bulls 


œ The behavioral scientist and her pioneering 


study of lesbian sheep 


62 FTIO6 


EXPLODINC PICS AND 
OTHER STRANCE ANIMAL 
STORIES - PRICE £4.99 


AVAILABLE FROM ALL COOD 
BOOKSHOPS AND RECORD STORES 


Our love-hate relationship with the 
animal kingdom has never seemed 
more bizarre. This eye-opening 

rm volume reports the cases of: 


> The ape which broke into homes in Zaire to try 
on cosmetics and condoms 


> The American police car raped by a runaway 


Covering weird animal behaviour in all its glory, this latest in the 
popular Fortean Times Book of.. series also includes chapters 
such as Animals at the Wheel, The Coat in the Machine and 
Sex Beasts, and features tales such as the story of the lost dog 
which found its way home from Calcutta to Dundee and the 
tiny spider which blacked out half of southern California. 


To get your copy mailorder please fill in the form on page 33 


MACAZINES 


THE ENICMA tells you of Strange 
Worlds, Covernment Conspiracies, 
Police and FBI, Aliens and cover ups, 
Scandals, World News, and more. 
£1.75 UK, £2.25 Abroad: 

THE ENIGMA, | Austin Close, Irchester, 
Northants NN29 7AX, England. 


MIDNICHT is a magazine that's 
devoted to horror catering to those 
who enjoy the dimensions of 
psychological fear - the world of the 
nightmare. £2.50 UK. £3.00 Overseas. 
New Dimensions, | Austin Close, 
Irchester, Northants NN29 7AX. 


NEW DIMENSIONS is the magickal 
magazine for esoteric and related 
subjects. £50 U.K. £2.00 Abroad. 
Orders and payments to: New 
Dimensions (f), | Austin Close, Irchester, 
Northants NN29 7AX, 

Creat Britain. 


SUPPRESSED, OVERLOOKED AND 
UNREPORTED information on: 
Conspiracies, Health, Future Sciences, 
Free Energy, UFOs, The Unexplained, 
Big Brother. Discover news you are not 
supposed to know. Sample £3, One 
Year £15. Send to; Nexus, 55 Queen's 
Road, East Crinstead, Sussex RHI9 IBC. 


HOROSCOPES 


NATAL HOROSCOPE: 20 pages, only 
£10. Send time, date, place of birth to: 
John Wilks, 37 Morley Avenue, London 
N22 


FORTEAN TO 


FORTEAN 


AMERICAN PEN PALS! Have fabulous 
and genuine friends in America! 
Computerised and personalised 
quality matching service. Free details 
from: Transatlantic Pen Friends, PO Box 
2176-FT, San Pedro, California 90731, 
USA 


PERSON TO PERSON magazine for 
new friends, loving partners or pen 
pals. All ages/areas - U.K. or Overseas. 
Est. 1984. Free details + Bargain Offer! 
(Dept FT) PO Box 4, Coring-on - 
Thames, RC8 9DN 


MACIC 


MACIC BY POST Britain's No! Magic 


and Tricks catalogue sent free. Tel/Fax: 


(Ol7) 977 4334 24hrs or write: Magic 
BY Post, 167 Winchester Road, Bristol 
BS4 3N! 


SICK OF LOSINC AT CARDS? Cet 
your own back with a trick deck! Make 
friends, impress girls?! Wide range of 
novelty tricks available phone 
Hamiltons Magic OI934 643475 


COTHIC MUSIC ENTERTAINMENT. 
Eerie, bizarre, mysterious,and strange 
costume and setting. Private, 
corporate. UK, overseas. FREE 
BROCHURE call OI8I 682 2795 or 
O4IO 544 146 


MODEL HOT AIR BALLOONS. 

Make and fly a two-metre-high balloon. 
Kit contains everything you need 
except meths. £12.99 to: Montgolfier 
Balloons, 4 Aylsham Road, North 
Walsham, Norfolk NR28 OBH. 


INFORMATION 


BRAIN MIND MACHINES - What do 
you need to know before you buy? 
Why are they so expensive? Is it really 
like taking drugs? Which ones are 
safe? Where can | get one without 
paying rip off prices ? Send large SAE 
for free info pack "TOAD ", 38 
Oakdale Road, London Ell 4DL. 


E IO words £1762 


WEIRD CIFTS 


FREE RAVEN CATALOGUE OF WEIRD 
and wonderful magical stuff including: 
Dreamcatcher Windchime £4.50, 
Wishing Box £5.95, Ceramic Batty Bat 
£395 from RAVEN, [7 Melton Fields, 
Brickyard Lane, N. Ferriby, E. Yorks 
HUI4 3HE. 


FOR ALL YOUR UFO and paranormal 
related merchandise - plus articles - 

check out our 5MB website at 
htto//www3.mistral.co.uk/futurepositive 
or phone/fax: 01273 206190 


CELTIC TECHNO & DRACON Skulls, 
Mirrors, Clocks, Oil Burners, Bookends, 
Cargoyles, Trinket Boxes and other 
BIZARRE stuff. All products are hand- 
ade in a cornish workshop. A variety 
finishes available, eg. Bronze, Iron, 
etal & Resin. Send S. AE. for brochure 
nd price list to: BIZARRE TRADING 

o. 46, Lumley Road. Walsall, West 
idlands WSI 2LI. Tel: OI922 613 930 
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= 


Q 
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NEWSCLIPPINCS 


UFO NEWSCLIPPINC SERVICE 
Keeps you up with the real 'close 
encounters'. Many fascinating UFO 
reports from the world's press and 
major agencies. UFON is 20 foolscap 
pages monthly, with Fortean section 
Strong on cryptozoology. Foreign 
language reports are provided in 
translation. For information and sample 
pages..write today to UFONS,Lucius 
Farrish#2 Caney Valley Drive, 
Plumerville, AR 72127-8725,USA. 


EVENTS 


MURDER MYSTERY WEEKENDS 
throughout England. Call O18! 959 6579 
for brochure. 


lll 20 words £23.50 


BIB 30 words £2937 B 4 adverts for 3 


| enclose a cheque/Postal Order for £ 


| would like to pay by: 


visa | access/mastercard 


amex Exp. date: / 


cardnol | | E 


F [Ti p S 


Signature ` 


Dote 


My message reads 


Please note your advert will appear in the next available issue. 
Any problems or credit card orders, please call Carl on: 0171 565 3152 


Kuu. 


to advertise call Carl Rushworth on 0171 565 3152 


Secret Testament Revealed 


In this remarkable book Dr 
Magee uncovers the story of 
Jesus hidden by gentile bishops 
of the Roman empire. The 
apostle Peter and other travellers 
from Palestine told stories 
which did not match the image 
the bishops wanted of a saintly 
Son of God. They had to say, 
“Ho, ho how silly of you 
"Theophilus. This is what really 
happened" and alter the tale to 


NSEM hy! Publ 
Selwyn Brome Ene 


ea 


Michael D Magee !' 


CULTURE! 


. š R t fit their image. 
Tangerine Books offers a free, highly informative Still, the truth is only thinly 
mail order catalogue containing eclectic fiction disguised in the gospels for 
and nonfiction by such literary outlaws as Charles anyone not indoctrinated by 
religious tradition. 


Bukowski, Iceberg Slim, Alex Trocchi, Kathy 
Acker, Celine, Henry Miller, Burroughs, Charles 
Willeford, Ginsberg, Philip K. Dick, Jack London, 

Aleister Crowley and more! Includes potted 

biographies and reviews. 


Truly amazing — now the 
gosepls make historical sense. 
Explains parables, healing 
miracles, the cursing of the fig 
tree, the Gadarene swine, the 
tribute money and more. 


plus FREE “Mystery of Barabbas” 
worth £9.99 introductory offer — UK only. 


ISBN 0-9521913-2-6 pbk 374pp £12.99 + £1.50 p&p UK : $25 inc shipping US 


ASKWHY! PUBLICATIONS SELWYN 41 THE BUTTS 
FROME SOMERSET UK BA11 4AB Phone 01373 462679 


Website: http://www.users.globalnet.co.uk/~mdmagee/index.html 


Accession UK is proud to advertise the book of... 


FORBIDDEN 
KNOWLEDGE 


The book boasts a massive up-to-date text with over 30 sections 
and many detailed diagrams. The fascinating topics include: 
@ insider fruit machine tricks € scams and rip-offs 
€ get-rich-quick schemes 9 electronic surveillance 
© beating security systems € creating a new identity 
@ the art of lock picking € revenge and dirty tricks 
9 strange substances 9 police interrogation techniques 
@ encryption and concealment methods 
© telephone and computer hacking € hypnotism 
...plus many more not to be listed here! 
Nobody should be without "The Book of Forbidden Knowledge" 
For an express despatch of your copy, please send 
£10 (cash / cheque / postal order) to: 
Accession UK, FREEPOST 11, 
PO Box 260, Exeter, EX1 1AZ. x 


Let Us Publish Your Book. 
| Most subjects considered including 
| Religion, Biography, Children's Stories, || 
| Poems, Fiction, Esoteric, 

Paranormal and First Books. 


AVON BOOKS (FT), 


| 1 Dovedale Studios, 465 Battersea 
|| Park Road, London SW11 4LR. 


IDE ===T 


worldwide book mail order 


YOUR B00K PUBLISHED 


New Authors Welcome 
All subjects considered for publication. 
A complete and professional service 


from manuscript to bookshop shelf. 
Worldwide distribution. 
Write or send manuscript without obligation to: 
Janus Publishing Company, Dept 84 
Edinburgh House, 19 Nassau St, London UK WIN 7RE 
Fax: +44 (0) 171 636 5756 
Http://www.januspublishing.co.uk. 


Member of the Publishers Association 


USA import specialists 


free booksearch 


GET THE MOST 
DANGEROUS 


BOOK IN THE WORLD! 


Discover the little-know "insider" contacts 
for all fringe dwellers, outlaws & 
freedom seekers everywhere! This book 
is SO controversial, we aren't allowed 
to advertise precisely whats in it. 
Get your FREE infopack NOW! Call 24 hrs. 


0181-236-4291. Quote ref: 1147 


NEW AUTHORS 


PUBLISH YOUR WORK 
ALL SUBJECTS CONSIDERED 
Fiction, Non-Fiction, Biography, 
Religious, Poetry, Children's. 


AUTHORS WORLDWIDE INVITED. 
WRITE OR SEND YOUR MANUSCRIPT TO 


MINERVA PRESS 


2 OLD BROMPTON ROAD, LONDON SW7 3DQ 


N 
Keith's Casebook On T 


For free catalogue write to: 
‘In Black; RA Wilson 


TANGERINE BOOKS room 1u 
140 battersea park road 
london sw11 4nb england 


void, conspiracy, psychedelia, 
cyberculture, weird erotica, 
hacking, forteana, cult mas: 
media, and more? Send : 
/irc now for our NEWLY 
UPDATED free descriptive | 
mail-order catalogue of 
wonderous publications. 


tel: 0171 720 4590 
fax: 0171 720 0407 


email: tanbooks@dial.pipex.com 
outside uk: tel: 44 171 720 4590 fax: 44 171 720 0407 


E 
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ortean classified 


BOOKS AUDIO/VIDEO | HIGHS ű| 


OUR YESTERDAYS 
AND TOMORROWS 


SALE - ALL BACK ISSUES 


WITH NOW ONLY £2 


To order any of the available back issues, simply fill in the 
form below and return it to the address given. 


Where were we before we were born? 
What happens to us when we die? 
There are some surprising and exciting 
answers in Esoteric Science which 


MR FURY 


O886 426 S 


Still the World's 
> Number One 
` Party Pill 


MY DAUGHTER'S PREGNANT 


O886 426 37/2 


PENS Panic 


...at the lowest price ever 


£5 for 10 
£12 for 30 
£18 for 60 


has been researched and expounded 
by modern Theosophy, a rich resource 
for the courageous inquirer. 


^ . For further information 
— please write to 
The Blavatsky Trust 


Dept. FT4/A. c/o The Theosophical Society, 
50 Gloucester Place, London W1H 4EA. 


YOU OWE THE TAX INSPECTOR 
O886 426 38 
IRATE DELIVERY DRIVER 
(088 426 374 
LOVERS AFFAIR EXPOSE 


(08893 426 37/5 


Jokelines, PO Box 43 Warminster Wilts BA12 7RJ 
Calls cost 50p/min 


State quantity and send cheque or postal 
order made payable ta Buzzywares to 
P.0. Box 10848 (ft), London SW6 5ZF 


T-SHIRTS 


w-— — — s 

Asse PERKY PAT T-SHIRTS 5N 
" dE = SRY SN 
AMAZING STORIES 50'S SAUCER 
(FULL COLOUR) o (black&white) 
ON ASH GRE on ash grey 


ORIGIN OF ST ANDREWS 


A new book presents a new explanation 
for the town’s name and origins, based on 
evidence of lunar alignments and geometric 
symbolism developed 8000 years ago. 
£4.50 (plus £0.50 p+p). 

Shieling Publications, Shieling of Blebo, 
Pitscottie, Cupar, Fife KY15 STX 


FICTION WRITERS 


Let us publish, promote and_ 
market your novel on a fee basis. 


Write for details to: 


finteantimes 


FLY YOUR Gn BPO. 


GHOULIES 


° S 2 8 3 “pe um GHOSTIES ^ e 


Ruth Helyer, Suite N, 
Marionette Books, 
Belasis Hall, Coxwold Way, 
Billingham, Cleveland, TS23 4EA 
Tel: 01642 345623 Fax: 01642 345624 


LONG NECKED 


MINDWARP. 


p 93 idee ss m ?5 


adorat 


FORTEAN TIMES WHEN REPLYINC 


TO AN ADVERTISEMENT poe y : (YIN € SAUC . uL 
/ G N BLUE ; 
OPPORTUNITIES : s wio pors | 


-a — —— A 
= 0. €100 per day 


| roms REMEMBER TO MENTION | 


START 
rasa 


mm 
Los 


wit FoR o 
MSTRADAMO 


PLEASE SEND ME THE FOLLOWING BACK ISSUES CIRCLE THE ISSUE(S) YOU REQUIRE 
69 72 75 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 
91 92 93 94 95 96 98 99 101 102 103 104 105 


£2 EACH. (£2.50 OVERSEAS) P & P inclusive Mrs/Miss/Ms/Mr — p C p M UE 5 


E e 
I WHO PILOTS THE ç 
[FLYING SAUCERS? 
| BLUE AND BLACK 

ON ASH GREY 


For details of how to take part send an 


S.A.E to: Phase II Services (Dept. BZ), 
PO Box 427, York YO2 1VL 


BOCUS CREDENTIALS 


/US price $24.00 
Z/US price $28.00 


STATE T-SHIRT DESIGN, COLOUR AND SIZE (M, L, XL) 
MAKE CHEQUE / P.O. PAYABLE TO: PERKY PAT T-SHIRTS 
SEND TO: P.O. BOX 14187 LONDON SW9 9ZU 


| enclose a cheque/International money order for Address XP MAS D NL 


Total: £ made payable to 


PLEASE ALLOW 14 DAYS FOR DELIVERY rehi i 
John Brown Publishing Ltd, or debit the above amount DOT Tel 
from my (tick one) = TOT 
Phoney photo I.D. cards are now available and we've got 19 different H Visa [ ] Mastercard |.) American Express [3 Please tick if you would prefer not to receive occasional mailings from selected companies 
; : P aps ñ ] 1 $ 
e for you. Join the “world famous Actors Guild”, or even the Mile Eurocard E] Switch Card (Issue no) 1. Please return this order form to: FT Back Issues, Customer 
igh Club, become a bodyguard, there’s loads more to choose from. ly " 
: card no: Interface, Bradley Povilions, Bradley Stoke North, Bristol 


PROFESSIONAL QUALITY @ 
DESIGNS.TAMPERPROOF, > =” = 
LAMINATED FINISH. = Wise = 
CREDIT CARD SIZE. D = 

www. belvine.co.uk inr 
FOR A FREE CATALOGUE SEND S.A.E TO: — 
BELVINE (DEPT FT T 
P.O. BOX 180 STANMORE, MIDDX. HA7 2AZ 

All items are sold as novelties and misuse may be illegal. 


| BS32 OPP or phone charge card details on 01454 
620070. In the US and Canada, return to: Fortean Times 
E pat J Back Issues, 3330 Pacific Avenue, Suite 404, Virginia 
poe Beach VA 23451-2983 Freetoll 888-428-6676 
(Cheques payable to John Brown Publishing Ltd) 
Allow 28 days delivery for orders placed in the UK, 
Signature Dag - 6-8 weeks for overseas. mie 


z 


vill be held. dt ULU, London WCI on 25/26th April 98. 
Main topics are CULTS, CONSPIRACIES & CRYPTOZOOLOCY. 
WATCH THIS SPACE FOR BOOKINC DETAILS. 


WE ACCEPT PHOTOCOPIES OF THIS FORM 
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THE DUCK AND iTS 
PROPRIETOR. BASK 
iN SUCCESS ,, , 


TEP RIGHT UP— SEE 
THE iCE-MAN/A GEN-U-iNE 
PREHISTORIC HUMAN BEING iN 

BLOCK oF ice! 
STEP RiGHT UP/ 


TWO CARN/VAL ATTRACTIONS ARE DEADLY RIVALS... 
Wane UP! SEE 


DUCK/iTS INCREDIBLE! 
AUS UNBELIEVABLE!” 


ONDER OF NATURE! 


 NoEopiY WANTS TO SEE 


WN MAYBE. A JOLT OF 
A us. USELESS LUMP OF 


ELECTRICITY WOULP 


MEAT! MAKE HiM A BIT, STAR 10x8 COL B/W| COURTNEY cox 21 8 LUCY LAWLESS 11 3 | NATALIE PORTMAN 20 5 

= MORE INTERESTING». CINDY CRAWFORD 77 36 BRANDON LEE 13 9 KEANU REEVES 98 41 

d GILLIAN ANDERSON 89 29 TOM CRUISE 6 48 CHRISTOPHER LEE 18 19 JULIA ROBERTS 41 26 
PAMELA ANDERSON 101 37 ROBERT DE NIRO 44 40 TRACI LORDS 47 25 MEG RYAN 37 31 
JENNIFER ANISTON 23 4 LEONARDO DI CAPRIO 25 18 LOUISE 10 1 WINONA RYDER 70 51 
ANTONIO BANDERAS 46 33 CAMERON DIAZ 29 EH MADONNA 65 61 ARNOLD SCHWARZENEGGER 65 51 
BRIGITTE BARDOT 25 30 DAVID DUCHOVNY 46 17 SOPHIE MARCEAU 19 2 ALICIA SILVERSTONE 45 16 
DREW BARRYMORE 52 28 CLINT EASTWOOD 76 55 EWAN MCGREGOR 5 2 FRANK SINATRA 20 38 
THE BEATLES 21 17 RALPH FIENNES 14 10 MATHEW MCCONAUGHEY 8 10 SHARON STONE 100 43 
HUMPHREY BOGART 6 33 HARRISON FORD 54 60 STEVE MCQUEEN 20 33 ELIZABETH TAYLOR 24 24 
PIERCE BROSNAN 2 21 JODIE FOSTER 86 61 MARILYN MONROE 51 102| UMA THURMAN 37 17 
SANDRA BULLOCK 89 38 MEL GIBSON 89 52 DEMI MOORE 54 36 JOHN TRAVOLTA 25 19 
MARIAH CAREY 30 15 CARY GRANT 10 28 CAROLINE MUNRO 18 15 JOHN WAYNE 50 78 
GEORGE CLOONEY 21 5 TERI HATCHER 30 9 AL PACINO 30 36 RAQUEL WELCH 43 24 
JENNIFER CONNELLY 44 19 SALMA HAYEK 15 3 MICHELLE PFEIFFER 77 70 BRUCE WILLIS 44 22 
SEAN CONNERY 72 76 AUDREY HERBURN 21 34 RIVER PHOENIX 47 32 *Number of different poses available 
KEVIN COSTNER 72 66 ELIZABETH HURLEY 31 16 BRAD PITT 91 47 are stated after star name. 


— À MORSEL er icE 
FLIES AT HiGH VELOCITY 
ON A RANDOM TRAJECTORY... 
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: r6 Or M ; ° 723 Z i= o s = " ⁄. 7 As d n E j U ' i ] z A ! be 
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MAN NÑ f SEE THE POOR MARTYRED 
M THE À CORPSE @F THE GEN-V-iNE 


E — _ Fg Wholesale enquiries welcome! — 


Address 


Giant Catalogue: 
Postage: 
Total: 


Post Code 


Send to- S & P Parkers Movie Market, South Western Business Park, Sherborne, Dorset.DT9 3RH 
Tel your order 01935 811001 Fax 01935 811002 
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White Label Doubles. «em You play them 

Two great games ecd all night instead 
for only £14.99. b of taking your 
girlfriend out. 


She starts seeing It's your eleven 
someone else. Eum. $year old brother. 


He gets 
aes her pregnant. 
octuplets. 


She calls in 

Max Clifford 
and has all 

. eight babies 
live on TV. 


But hey! You've got two 
great games for only £14.99. : 


Your mum can't 
cope and elopes 
to Florida with 


your best pal. : 
Leaving 


Le you | White Label 


poe to babysit. — Doubles. Sorry. 


a o 
Sa US 
1 


i Day of the 
Rebel Assault". Haye I Tentacle.™ 


X-Wing™ we 239 Sam & Max" 
CollectorsCD — 1 7 7’ Hit the Road." 


